
Summary

In these passages we see how Jesus dealt with the tragic death of a close 
friend that he loved, Lazarus. Being close to Lazarus and his sisters, the 
way that Jesus dealt with Lazarus’ illness and death shows us the kind 
of King He is and helps us when we are dealing with tragic events in 
our lives and the lives of those we love. We notice four ways that Jesus 
responds that should help us today.

Firstly Jesus is honest about the situation. “Lazarus has died”, He tells 
his disciples plainly. The way to deal with tragedy is not to avoid it or 
downplay it. We deal with the reality, which is that this world is full 
of suffering, sin and sadness. Jesus promised trouble to all people, 
especially those who trust Him. Secondly, Jesus teaches about life, death, 
and resurrection. He helps Lazarus’ sisters grieve by teaching that 
God is restoring the world and that there will be a resurrection where 
He restores all things. Thirdly Jesus weeps, engaging and allowing 
Himself to be moved by the situation. He doesn’t allow his theology of 
final resurrection to make him calloused or stoic. Christians are to be 

Questions
1. When faced with difficult circumstances are you more likely 

to be overwhelmed by it or become detached from it?

2. How has your belief in the resurrection of the body through 
Jesus Christ affected the way that you live your life now?

3. What does it mean to grieve with those who grieve?

One major point, or the sermon in one sentence:
Only by personally trusting in Jesus Christ can we be enabled to 
face grief without allowing it to crush us, and yet simultaneously 
allow it to work for the glory of God in our own lives. 
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Final Thoughts

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life”. 

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experimental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

John 11:1-4, 14-15, 21-44

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped 
his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, 
saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This 
illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.”

14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am 
glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give 
you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, 
“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said 
to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, 
yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 
Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 28 When she had said 
this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here 
and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to 
him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place 
where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing 

that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where 
Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and 
greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man also have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, 
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take 
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this 
time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, 
“Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they 
took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account 
of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When 
he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 
The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and 
his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Additional reference scripture:

 ∙ Luke 13:1-5
 ∙ John 16:33
 ∙ Romans 12:15
 ∙ 1 Thessalonians 4:13
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thoroughly engaged in our broken world weeping with those who weep. 
Finally Jesus demonstrates that He indeed is the resurrection and life, by 
raising Lazarus right there on the spot. Our response is to believe in Him 
now, entrusting ourselves entirely to Him who can give life to our mortal 
bodies now, as the first-fruits of what will one day come in fullness.


