
Sermon in a sentence

True heavenly wisdom is drawing near to God in 
full submission to Him by the grace He lavishes 
upon us that we might demonstrate His love to the 
world. 

Main Points

1. Two kinds of wisdom 
2. The fruit of these wisdoms 
3. Why earthly wisdom fails 
4. The way to true wisdom  

Other scriptures

Proverbs 1:7 
Proverbs 2 
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

Questions

1. How have you defined true wisdom in your mind 
up until this point?

2. How does this passage change your view of what 
true wisdom is?

3. If you consider the fruit of your life, are you living 
by earthly or heavenly wisdom?

4. How do you become truly wise according to this 
passage? 

5.How are you enabled by God to draw near to Him 
and resist the devil? 
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Think On This

Christianity is an entirely different worldview. In reality how different is your worldview in practice from those 
non-Christians around you?

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experimental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

Scripture
James 3:13 - 4:12

Summary 
James contrasts two different types of wisdom:
earthly and heavenly wisdom, which result in 
either love (relational wholeness) or hate (relational 
conflict). Earthly unspiritual wisdom is characterized 
by selfishness, jealousy and covetousness and results 
in wars, conflicts and disorder in every place. By 
contrast, true heavenly wisdom is submission to 
the authority of God in humble service to Him and 
results in peace and righteousness amongst all. 
James then goes on to explain to us why earthly 
wisdom fails - because at it’s heart earthly wisdom 
is spiritual adultery. James uses the strong language 
of adultery to refer to those who give in to the lust 
of their flesh and yield to their selfish ambition 
following the ways of the world instead of humbly 
submitting to God. His answer then, regarding the 

way that we get back to true Christian wisdom is that 
we are to resist the devil and humbly submit to God.  
 
But how do we humbly submit to a God that we have 
been enemies of? James shows us a God who is 
generous, lavishing His grace upon us and intensely 
yearning for those He has created. Through the 
grace of God demonstrated in Christ’s work we are 
enabled to approach God with confidence, breaking 
the power of sin in our lives, resisting the devil, and 
joyfully drawing near in submission to Him through 
blood of the cross. A life lived in the fullness of what 
Christ has accomplished at the cross is humbly, 
living upon the grace of God, and demonstrating 
pure wisdom from above that results in love between 
brothers. 
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