
Summary

We live in a world where ‘religion’ gets a bad wrap. 
This passage shows us the difference between false 
religion that doesn’t change the heart but only results 
in self-deception, and ‘true religion’ that comes by 
humbly receiving the ‘implanted word’. Where false 
religion makes us more aware of ourselves than 
others (leading to self-righteous anger, and empty 
talk) true religion changes us from the inside.  This 
word (the Gospel) that gets birthed deeply within us 
gets worked out in our lives in a way that transforms 
us in two areas: a care that is birthed for those 
in need, and personal godliness. In this passage 
personal godliness is portrayed as not being angry, 
bridling our tongue, and remaining unpolluted by 
the world. Care for those in need is demonstrated as 
being for those who are fatherless and can’t defend 
themselves (widows and orphans)

Questions

1. Do you ever get angry in a self-righteous way? In 
what circumstances are you most prone to do so?

2. How sincere is your speech? What phrases do 
you use that aren’t based upon reality?

3. In what manner is the implanted word to be 
received? (verse 21)

4. How are we to respond to the implanted word? 
What are two adequate responses to the Word of 
God as seen in the passage? (verse 22-25)

5. What are two evidences that we have received 
the implanted word resulting in true religion? 
(verse 27)

One major point, or the sermon in one sentence:

True religion comes by humbly receiving the gospel 
(implanted word), which gets birthed within us and if 
properly received gets worked out in both personal 
godliness and care for those in need.
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Final Thoughts

True Christianity cannot be imitated. It can only be lived out from a transformed heart that is the result of the 
supernatural saving work of God.

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experimental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

James 1:19-27
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person 
be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 
20 for the anger of man does not produce the 
righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all 
filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save 
your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone 
is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like 
a man who looks intently at his natural face in a 
mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away 
and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one 
who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, 
and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a 

doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 26 If 
anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his 
tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion 
is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world.
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