
Study Guide 1 June 2014 – The Church and baptism

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Matt 28:18-20; Romans 6:1-11

Context

This sermon is to address the first of two 
ordinances that the local church has, the 
ordinances of baptism and communion. In this 
passage we explore how baptism is normative in 
the Christian life, what it is a sign of, and how this 
grows us in our faith. 

Observation and Meaning

1. In Matthew 28, Jesus what does Jesus identify 
as the two things that are involved in making 
disciples? 

2. What is the consistent relationship between 
conversion and baptism in the book of Acts? 

3. In Romans 6, what does Paul remind them of 
when wanting to address a pastoral question 
regarding a loose attitude towards sin?  

4. What reality does Paul say that their baptism is 
a picture of?

5. In verse 11 Paul asks them to ‘consider 
themselves..’. How does the physical act of baptism 
correlate to this encourage for us to consider 
ourselves dead to sin but alive to God? 

Big Idea

Baptism is given as sign that we are in Christ and 
in His body.

Connecting to the Bible’s Storyline

Sin has separated us from God and others, but 
through Jesus we are now reconciled to both God 
and our fellow man. Baptism is a sign of this unity, 
as we are now put into Christ and His people. 

Sermon Outline

1. Jesus has given baptism as a means for us and 
the world to know we are in Him

2. Baptism is a sign that we are in Christ, primarily 
meaning identifying with His death, burial and 
resurrection

3. Baptism is therefore also a sign that we are a 
part of His body. 

4. Signs are reminders to us, witnesses to others, 
and honouring to God

Application

1. What is the your primary identity built on, and 
how does this passage help you to think through 
what your primary identity is?

2. How does deep conviction about your primary 
identity help you in succumbing to temptation to 
sin? 

3. Think about the sign of baptism. Do you 
consider yourself to have died to sin and become 
alive to God? 

4. How can you be an active part of the body that 
helps to spur other Christians in RHC on to love 
and good deeds in a formative way? Do you have 
fellow church people in your life that are doing so 
to you?

5. How does this passage help you to understand 
God’s purposes in discipline, and to be grateful 
that he calls us to be part of His body that cares for 
us and our spiritual lives?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


