
Study Guide 4 May 2014 – The mission of the Church

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Matthew 28:16-20, Luke 24:46-49

Context

This passage records Jesus giving his disciples, 
what has become known as the Great Commission. 
It takes place after his resurrection, and before 
his ascension. In this Great Commission, Jesus is 
giving his church their mission in the world.

Observation and Meaning

1.     Who is Jesus addressing? 
2.     What are the instructions that He gives? 
3.     What is God and Jesus’ role in this mission? 
4.     Till when must they fulfil this mission?

Big Idea

Unless we understand, with clarity the mission 
that God has given the church, we will either be 
exhausted (from doing too much), or bored (from 
not doing much). The mission of “making disciples” 
gives us focus, motivates us to action, and keeps us 
on course.

Connecting to the Bible’s Storyline

The tension that runs throughout the Bible is how a 
holy and righteous people can dwell with a sinful 
and rebellious people. Jesus resolves that tension 
through his life, death and resurrection in the place 
of sinners. The church is now called to proclaim the 
news of what Jesus has done to the nations.

Sermon Outline

1.     The Goal of the Mission is to “make disciples” 
2.     The Scope of the Mission is “all nations” 
3.     The Means of accomplishing the mission is to 
“go”, “baptise” and “teach to observe”

Application

·      We must do personal evangelism. We must 
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We must call 
people to repent of sin, and believe in the Gospel. 
We must complete our evangelism by urging 
people to be incorporated into a local church 
through baptism and membership. A place where 
they are growing together in godliness.

·      We must teach each other God’s Word. Take 
full advantage of all the resources the church has 
for growing in learning God’s Word. And we must 
put yourselves in an environment where you learn 
to obey God’s word i.e. Community.

·      We must obey God as members of God’s 
institutional church. There are certain commands 
that God gives to Christians that can only be 
obeyed as committed members of a local church. 
For example, Matthew 18 and 1 Corinthians 5 
exhort us to watch over each other’s souls by 
exercising church discipline as a whole body of 
believers. 

·      We must obey God as individual Christians. 
There is a very personal element to our obedience. 
This is something we must do ourselves. No one 
can obey for you. 

·      We must plant churches. Some of us need to 
be trained up, and be prepared to go and plant 
churches. All of us need to support church planting 
in one way or another, perhaps through prayer, 
financing or being part of a church planting team. 

·      We must engage in overseas missions, 
especially among unreached people groups. 
The task is immense - 42% of the world’s people 
groups still without the Gospel 2.95 billion people 
without the Gospel.
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


