
Study Guide 20 April 2014 – Believing the resurrection of the Son of God

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text 
John 20

Context 
Jesus has just been crucified and buried.  

Observation & Meaning 
1. Where the woman and disciples expecting a 
resurrection? What does their surprise show us 
about the authenticity of the resurrection?

2. What was similar about Jesus’ body that He 
had on earth, and what was different. What does 
this tell us about the resurrection and how this is 
different from the resurrection of Lazarus? 

3. What does Jesus say He must do (or is yet to 
do)? 

4. How does Jesus commission his disciples in the 
light of the resurrection? 

5. What does Jesus say to Thomas that helps us 
understand how we are to come to believe in his 
death and resurrection? What does John promise 
for those who do believe in His name? 

Big Idea 
The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is a 
crucial piece of the story of redemption because 
it shows us that Jesus not only died for our sins 
but truly conquered over the enemy of death. His 
resurrection vindicates Him and becomes the hope 
for all who put their faith in Him, as He is the 
firstborn from the dead. 

Connecting to the whole Bible’s storyline 
Having being made in God’s image, all humans 
have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. In 
love, God sent His Son to live a perfect life, die 
a sinners death, and rise again to conquer sin 
and death in order that those who put their faith 

in Him might be justified through his death and 
resurrection. Having been raised from the dead, 
Jesus ascended to the right hand of the Father 
and will one day return to judge the living and the 
dead and complete his redemption. 

Sermon outline 
1. The crucial piece in the powerful story of 
Christianity

2. Why the resurrection matters (4 clues from the 
text): 

•It means that Jesus conquered death (20.6-7, 27)

•It shows us that both Jesus’ words and all of 
scripture is true (20.8)

•It means that Jesus is presently alive (and still has 
to be reckoned with) (20.17-18)

•It means that there is great hope for our decaying 
bodies (20.19-26)

3. How we are supposed to respond to this news 
(by believing in Him)

Application 
1. John records that the scriptures had born 
witness to the fact that Jesus had to rise from the 
dead. How does this help us with other areas of 
scripture that we might struggle to believe because 
it seems so improbable? 

2. How does Jesus’ resurrection give you 
confidence that His atonement for our sins was 
truly completed? 

3. What hope does the physical resurrection of 
Jesus give you for your own physical body?

4. How does Jesus want us to respond to His 
resurrection (in relation to God, and in relation to 
others)?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


