
Study Guide 18 April 2014 – How Jesus’ death shows us the King we don’t 
necessarily want, but all need

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text 
John 18:33-19:37

Context 
Jesus has been betrayed by Judas, arrested and 
brought before Pilate. He is about to face death. 

Observation & Meaning 
1. Note all the contrasts between Jesus and Pilate 
in Chapter 18:33-19:37. What is John wanting us 
to see? 

2. Pilate refers to Jesus as both innocent as well as 
a King. What do these two characteristics reveal 
about Jesus? 

3. The crowds claim that they have no King but 
Caesar. Why is this and what does this tragically 
reveal? 

4. In this passage there are four references to old 
testament passages (Psalm 22, Psalm 34, Psalm 
69 and Zechariah 12). What does these Old 
Testament passages teach us about the reasons for 
Jesus’ death? 

5. Whilst Jesus is suffering on the cross he speaks 
to ensure that his mother will be taken care of. 
What does this tell us about Jesus? 

Big Idea 
The death of Jesus is a crucial piece of the story of 
redemption because it shows us that Jesus did not 
simply come as an example or as someone to help 
us, but as a Saviour. He has come as an atoning 
sacrifice to pay the debt we could not personally 
pay. This passage makes his innocence clear yet 
He is still headed to the cross. 

Connecting to the whole Bible’s storyline 
Having being made in God’s image, all humans 
have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. In 
love, God sent His Son to live a perfect life, die 
a sinners death, and rise again to conquer sin 
and death in order that those who put their faith 
in Him might be justified through his death and 
resurrection. 

Sermon outline 
1. A King who bears witness to the truth (18:33-
19:22)

2. A King who does what we could not do for 
ourselves (19:23-37) 

3. A King who begins a new humanity in himself 
(19:25-27) 

Application 
1. Where are you tempted to make decisions 
based on expediency rather than truth? 

2. How do Jesus’ actions before Pilate give you 
confidence to follow Him now as your King? 

3. If Jesus did for us what we couldn’t do for 
ourselves, how critical is it that we put our faith in 
Him? 

4. What implications do Jesus’ words on the cross 
regarding his mother have for those who have put 
their faith in Christ? How do we understand our 
role in the body (or household) of God and how 
does this affect how you view your fellow church 
members at RHC? 
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


