
Sermon in a sentence

God will do everything in His power to make His 
people holy, which is their ultimate good. 
 
Main Points

1. Prayer is an acknowledgement of our 
dependency on God in all situations. 
 
2. Sickness can come about as a result of specific 
sinful behavior and so prayer for healing and 
forgiveness is a legitimate and needful ministry of 
the church. 

3. We pray individually, or ask the elders to pray 
when we are very ill, or for one another. 

4. God is concerned for our holiness, above all 
else.

Other Scriptures

1 Corinthians 11:27-30
John 9:1-3
Mark 2:5
John 5:14

Questions

1. Share with the group what your prayer life is like. 
Be honest. How do you pray when you’re suffering, 
and how do you pray when you’re cheerful?   

2. Have you ever asked others to pray for you? Why, 
or why not?

3. Does it scare you, that God could use sickness to 
make you holy? Does that knowing that God does 
this in the context of his love for us (Hebrews 12:5-
7), and your ultimate good change the way you feel 
about that?

4. What do you do when you sin, especially when 
you sin against someone else? What do you do 
when someone sins against you? Does James 5:15-
16 make you want to change the way you deal with 
sin? Why, or why not?

5. God’s desire for you is that you may share in his 
holiness (Hebrews 12:10). What is holiness to you, 
and do you, or don’t you desire it?
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Think On This

Healing is good, but holiness is better.

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experimental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

Scripture
James 5:13-20
 
Summary 
God desires his people to be holy and one of the 
means he has given us to become holy is prayer. 
James commends us to pray in all circumstances 
- suffering, joy, sickness and sin. When we find it 
difficult to pray ourselves, we ask others to pray 
for us. God even uses sickness to make is Holy, i.e. 

there are some sicknesses that are as a result of sin 
- sickness should make us search our hearts, confess 
and resolve things. We must be aware, however, 
that not all sickness is a result of sin. If God wills He 
will heal us, especially when our sickness is a result 
of specific sins. However, God’s chief concern is our 
holiness. 
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