
Study Guide 13 April 2014 – Our temptations and Jesus’ trials

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text 
John 18:1-32

Context 
This passage follows Jesus having celebrated the 
Passover meal, telling his disciples that He will be 
leaving them, that one will betray him, and that 
Peter will deny Him. In this passage Judas now 
betrays Jesus and he is brought before the Jews 
and Pilate, on the way to the cross. 

Observation & Meaning 
1. List all the apparent ironies in the passage (there 
are many!) What are the ironies of the passage 
supposed to help us understand about what is 
happening here? 

2. How does Peter’s reaction to Jesus’ betrayal and 
arrest reveal what Peter has misunderstood about 
what Jesus is about to go through?

3. What references are made to the High Priest 
(Caiaphas) and how does this understand the 
Jewish leaders’ underlying intentions in their 
questioning of Jesus? 

4. Jesus’ responses to Judas and all the Jewish 
leaders are instructive. How do his responses differ 
from those He interacts with? 

Big Idea 
Jesus is willingly heading to the cross. The 
betrayals and false accusations are so clearly 
unjust that they help us to understand the deeper 
significance of what is really happening - Jesus is 
willingly laying down his life for sinful man. 

Connecting to the whole Bible’s storyline 
Jesus’ hour has come - the reason for which He 
was born. He is about to be tried and condemned 
by sinful men, and tried and condemned for sinful 
men. Those who are trying to end his life are 
ironically fulfilling his mission. 

Sermon outline 
1. Judas - betraying the One who truly loves him

2. Jewish leaders - using religion as a barrier 
to their hearts for fear of losing what they had 
achieved for themselves (John 11:47)

Application 
1. What aspects of the upside nature of God’s 
Kingdom do you find frustrating, and where are 
you tempted to take matters into your own hands? 

2. We are often shocked by Judas’ betrayal for a 
few pieces of silver, yet we see in Ch. 13 that he 
began with petty thievery. What small sins do you 
have in your life that you need to radically deal 
with now?

3. How does Jesus’ commitment to his friends even 
in the midst of his betrayal make you feel as his 
subject, and how does this give you courage to 
follow him even when it’s personally challenging?

4. The Jews plot to kill Jesus because of personal 
fear of losing their ‘place’. What do you hold on to 
that is more precious to you than Jesus?  

5. Are you ever prone to hiding behind religious 
activities without really bringing your heart to 
God? 

6. Jesus wasn’t interested in putting on a show. He 
really gave His life for us. How does Jesus’ gift of 
life for us help to not simply go through the motions 
of religion?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


