
Study Guide 16 March 2014 – Jesus the Way, the Truth, the Life

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text 
John 14:1-7

Context 
This passage has happened after Jesus has had 
the Passover meal where He has told his disciples 
that He will be leaving them, that one will betray 
him, and that Peter will deny Him. There is a lot of 
uncertainty in the disciples concerning Jesus, and 
they are troubled (14:1), as where He is going, 
they cannot come (13:36).  

Observation & Meaning 
1. What will help the disciples from having 
troubled hearts?

2. What are they to believe which will help their 
hearts? List all that Jesus says that they are to 
believe about Himself

3. What do we know from this passage about the 
place that Jesus is going to prepare for us?

4. What does Thomas’ question reveal about his 
view of Jesus? 

5. What does Jesus say about how we get to the 
Father, and how is this different from the way that 
He is going? 

Big Idea 
Jesus is the way the truth and the life  

Connecting to the whole Bible’s storyline 
Sin has separated us from God, leading us to be 
cut off from Him and unable to be reconciled to 
Him by ourselves. But Jesus has come to ‘bring 
us to God’ (1 Peter 3:17) which He does by 
preparing the way by living the perfect life, dying 
our death, and rising again. We cannot follow 
Jesus’ example in this way as it would necessitate 

us dying. Rather, Jesus is our way, meaning that 
we trust in Him, who went to the cross in our place. 
As we do this, we come to the Father through 
Jesus.  

Sermon outline 
1. Dealing with troubled hearts through faith (v 1)

2. 4 things to believe about Jesus (v 2-6) 
 2.1. There is a Father’s house for his   
 disciples 
 2.2. The Father’s house has enough space  
 for his disciples 
 2.3. He is in charge of all travel   
 arrangements  
 2.4. He is the way, the truth and the life

3. Living in Jesus now (v 6-7)

Application 
1. How does faith in what Jesus says here 
practically bring peace to your troubled heart?

2. How much do you think about eternity, and 
does it affect how you live daily?

3. Jesus describes the Father’s house as a place 
where He is. If God Himself is the greatest joy in 
Heaven, how do we prepare ourselves for Heaven?

4. What do we need to do in order to get to be 
with the Father for all eternity? 

5. If Jesus is the only way, what should you pray 
for regarding your non-Christian friends?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


