
Study Guide 9 March 2014 – How to live now and forevermore

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text 
John 11:1-44

Context 
This is the penultimate sign that Jesus performs 
in the book of John before His crucifixion and 
resurrection. It is the greatest of the signs so far, 
and points forward to what He will do as the one 
who will die for our sins and be resurrected after 
three days. 

Observation & Meaning 
1•What is the underlying motive that drives Jesus’ 
actions in this passage (v3 and v5)?

2• What two things does Jesus want to see happen 
through Lazarus’ illness (v4 and v15)? 

3• Is there anything surprising in this passage, and 
what is the purpose of that? 

4• How is Mary and Martha’s view of Jesus 
deficient, and how do Jesus’ actions (v6) and 
teaching (v25-26) try to change their view of Him?

5• We see that Jesus is both ‘deeply moved’ as 
well as ‘troubled’. What is he moved about and 
what is he troubled about? Which is more serious? 

6• How does Jesus demonstrate that His claim of 
being the resurrection and life have authority?

Big Idea 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life who 
guarantees eternal life to all who believe in him, 
and this in turn shapes how we live our lives now. 

Connecting to the whole Bible’s storyline 
When sin entered the world, death entered with 
it and spread to all things. In addition to death 
itself, sin brings an awareness of the temporariness 
of life and turns us in on ourselves. Jesus comes 
to say that He is the one who Has defeated 
death, giving resurrection and eternal life to all 
who believe in Him. Through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection the power of sin is broken and we are 
restored to God for eternity. 

Sermon outline 
1. The surprising way in which Jesus loves us

2. What Jesus wants us to know about Him

3. Jesus’ grief at what He sees

4. Jesus’ claims authenticated

Application 
1. Jesus’ love is revealed in a way that we don’t 
expect. How has God loved you in a way that 
you didn’t expect and how you should think about 
unanswered prayers or unexpected occurrences? 

2. How does believing in Jesus as the resurrection 
and life change the way we live life now? Think of 
4 practical applications (one for how you handle 
work tomorrow, one for how you think about your 
family, one for you career / life ambitions, and 
one for death). 

3. How does Jesus’ anger at unbelief make 
you consider your own faith, and how can you 
strengthen your faith in Jesus?

4. If you resist following him, why is that and how 
does him laying down his life for you show you 
that He can be trusted?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


