
Study Guide 23 February 2014 – Resisting or receiving the Light of the World

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text 
John 8:12-30

Context 
In this passage, Jesus declares, “I am the light 
of the world” on the last day of the Feast of 
Tabernacles (v. 7:37). This leads to conflict 
between Jesus and the Jewish leaders concerning 
his identity. In John 5 to 10, Jesus faces growing 
opposition to his ministry. 

Observation & Meaning 
1. What does Jesus mean by the statement “I am 
the light of the world”? Refer to these OT passages: 
Exodus 3:13-14; 13:21-22; Psalm 27:1; 119:105; 
Isaiah 43:10; 49:6.

2. What is the conflict between Jesus and the 
Jewish leaders mainly about?

3. What is the relationship between Jesus and his 
Father? How does this reveal who Jesus is?

Big Idea 
Jesus is the light of the world and we receive life 
if we believe in him. Those who reject Jesus are in 
danger of dying in their sins.

COnnecting to the whole Bible’s storyline 
Jesus fulfils the OT promises that speak of how 
God himself will come to bring light and salvation 
to his people. 

Sermon outline 
1. Jesus is the light of the world (v. 12)

2. Why do we resist the light (vv. 13-29)

3. Do we truly believe in the light (v. 30)

Application 
1. Who do we say that Jesus is? How do we 
know?

2. How might we “judge Jesus according to the 
flesh”, that is, according to worldly standards and 
wisdom?

3. What does it mean to truly believe in Jesus 
(see John 8:31)? How does this affect how we 
understand Christian assurance?

4. Why is believing in Jesus a matter of such 
urgency?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


