
Study Guide 2 February 2014 – Water, wine and cleansing the temple

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text
John 2:1-22

Context
The first half of John’s Gospel features Jesus 
demonstrating His identify as the Christ, the 
Messiah, God’s King. He does this by a series of 7 
signs, the first of which is turning water into wine at 
the wedding in Cana (John 2:1-11). He has come 
in order to fulfill the Jewish rites of purification 
and provides the blessings of the New Covenant. 
It shows Jesus’ glory. After the wedding, Jesus 
then confronts the Jewish leaders by clearing the 
Temple during the Passover (John 2:13-22). Jesus 
proclaims that true worship comes only through the 
Him, the true temple.   

Observation & Meaning
1. Are there any other parts of the Old Testament 
referred to in this passage? In what way are they 
mentioned and why are the mentioned? Use a 
study Bible to help you if you need.
2. Are there any repetitions or the same idea 
being mentioned in multiple ways? Do any of 
these repetitions make a single point or help us 
understand the structure of the passage? 
3. What does the passage tell us about God’s 
character? What analogy is being used regarding 
the relationship between God and His people, and 
what does this tell us about Him?
4. What kind of human behaviour is condemned 
or rewarded? 
5. What response is called for? Are there any 
instructions / commands given to the people that 
the passage is addressing? 

Big Idea 
Jesus reveals that He is the divine Son of God. We 
must respond to Him by believing in Him, in such a 
way that we trust Him, and follow Him. He comes 
to cleanse us from sin, and to open the way for the 
true worship of God the Father.

Connecting to the whole Bible’s storyline 
Jesus is God’s King who comes to usher in the 
promised messianic age, for which wine is a 
symbol (Joel 3:18; Amos 9:13-14; Jeremiah 
31:12). He alone can truly cleanse us from our 
uncleanness through the power of His perfect life 
(Isaiah 61:10; Hebrews 9:12; 10:10). He alone is 
the true temple where God’s people can meet and 
worship Him truly, by being Immanuel – God with 
us, and for us (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-25). 

Sermon outline 
John shows us some ‘new’ things about Jesus, in 
order that we may believe in Him (John 2:11,22; 
20:30-31): 

1. A new way of relating to Jesus (2:1-5): By faith 
and obedience, not by biological family ties 
2. A new way of being cleansed by Jesus (2:6-12): 
God Himself must cleanse you from the inside out 
3. A new way of worshipping through Jesus 
(2:13:22): Not ritualistic or materialistic worship, 
but authentic worship through faith in Jesus.

Application 
1. In what ways are you tempted to relate to Jesus 
and His Kingdom, other than on the basis of faith 
and obedience (2:1-5)?  
2. Only God can cleanse us from sin (2.6-12). In 
what ways are you tempted to “cleanse” yourself 
from sin? How does that prevent you from being 
truly cleansed by God? 
3. Jesus speaks against mere ritual and greed in 
‘worship’ (2:13-17). Can you think of present day 
examples of these, perhaps even in your own life? 
4. How can you truly worship God (2.18-22)? 
What does it look like practically, for you?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


