
Study Guide 26 January 2014 – Receiving new life in His name

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text
John 1:1-18

Context

This is a gospel (good news): John is writing this 
account of the life of Jesus so that, according to 
John 20:31 we might have life in His name through 
believing that He is the Christ. This opening section 
of John’s gospel is known as the prologue, where 
Jesus is presented as the eternal pre-existent Word 
of God made flesh. He is the one who reveals God 
the Father. Many of the major themes picked up 
in John’s gospel are introduced in this passage, 
including Jesus being the source of life, light of the 
world, the truth, children of God, and Jesus being 
opposed by people.

Observation & Meaning 

1. How does John introduce Jesus? List all the ways 
Jesus is described. Which ideas are repeated in 
the passage?
2. Who and what is Jesus contrasted to? How 
does this teach us about who Jesus is and what He 
comes to do? 
3. In what ways does this passage use ideas or 
themes from the Old Testament and what does this 
teach us about Jesus’ person and work?

Big Idea 

God is recreating the world through Jesus, the 
incarnate Word who comes to shine His light into a 
dark earth, revealing the Father’s glory. Those who 
receive him by believing in His name are made 
into God’s children.

Connecting to the whole Bible’s storyline

When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden they 
were separated from God and plunged into 
spiritual darkness. In Jesus, God has come to shine 
his light in the world, restore us to Himself, and 
renew the world.  

Sermon outline 

1. Understand who Jesus is (v1-8) 
• The eternal Word, God, Creator, Life which was 
the light of men

2. See what this new beginning involves (v9-18) 
• Shining the light of God revealing the Father 
(v18) 
• Making people to be the children of God (v12-
13)

3. How Jesus does it (v9, 14-17) 
• By coming into the World 
• By giving us grace upon grace

4. How we receive it 
• Receive Him (receive the light) 
• Believe in His name 

Application 

1. How does this passage challenge of confirm 
your understanding?

2. How does this passage call you to trust in Jesus? 
What does it means to trust Jesus as He is revealed 
in this passage? 

3. What odes this passage teach you about being 
a disciple of Jesus? 
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


