
Sermon in a sentence 
A life built upon God is a life of conviction that 
involves being challenged by God’s Word, 
comforted by God’s faithfulness and committed to 
His ways. 

Main Points 
1. Conviction: What you can truly build your life 
upon (8.1-8)

2. Challenge: What you can have your life shaped 
by (8.9-11, 9.1-3)

3. Comfort: What you can have your life 
strengthened by (8.10-12, 9.6-38) 

4. Commitment: What you can enthusiastically give 
yourself to (9.38-10.39) 

Other Scriptures

Matthew 7:24-27; Isaiah 53:10-11; Zeph 3:17; 
Hebrews 12:1-2; Matthew 25:23; John 15:11

Questions 
1. What is your life really built upon? What is your 
true authority and guiding light? 

2. How eager are you to have God’s word shine it’s 
light upon your life? 

3. How does God’s delight to save us give us 
strength in our day to day lives? 

4. What is the link between the objective truth of 
God’s Word and our emotions in this passage? 
Should we be emotionally affected by God’s Word, 
and how? 

5. How does faith in God’s goodness inspire us to 
follow His Word? 

6. How does this passage challenge your 
view of God and embolden you to follow Him 
wholeheartedly? 
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Think On This

God’s joy in the ground of our joy. If we are not joyful, we have failed to see and enter into the ‘joy of our 
Master’ (Matt 25:23, John 15:11) 

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experiental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

Scripture
Nehemiah 8-10

Summary 
In this passage we see how after having rebuilt the 
wall Nehemiah and Ezra work to see God’s people 
restored to Him in pure worship and devotion. This 
comes as they open the Word of God and give 
clear explanation from it to the people. When God’s 
people here the Words they are convicted by it, and 
begin to grieve. But Nehemiah tells them that whilst 
grieving is not altogether inappropriate, they are to 
rather to be strengthened by God’s joy. How does 
God’s joy strengthen us? God’s joy is His delight 
in saving His people, in lavishing His favour upon 
them, in being faithful to them in order to make them 

His own. When we see that God is pleased to rescue 
us and cover our failures we are strengthened. In 
response to God’s faithfulness, His people then make 
a covenant where they commit themselves to live 
out His Word in their lives. As we consider how to 
apply this passage to ourselves, we see how God’s 
Word is able to restore us to worship and devotion 
to Him. It does this by showing us God’s ways, what 
acceptable worship is, but also by showing us the 
faithfulness of God in making to be a people who 
are found to be acceptable in His sight. This brings 
great joy, and leads us to delight to obey His Word.
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