
Sermon in a sentence 
We are to be aware of the devils schemes in order 
that we might not be taken away from the great task 
of proclaiming the gospel to see God’s people thrive 
and those who aren’t apart of His Kingdom come to 
know Him.  

Main Points 
How the great task is opposed and how we are to 
respond:  

I. Ridicule - respond by prayer and resolve. 

II. Threats and intimidation - respond with prayer, 
watchfulness against attacks, trust in God’s ability to 
defend you. 

III. Distraction from the task - respond by refusing to 
take your focus off God’s task

IV. Spreading rumours - respond by correcting false 
notions but then trusting God to defend you. 

V. Pseudo spirituality and false prophecies - discern 
God’s will by knowing His will and ways.  

Questions 
1. How do we ‘build the wall’? What is the 
application for us today? 

2. How do the ‘world, flesh and the devil’ work 
together to oppose your devotion to the great 
purposes of God?

3. Out of the five ways that the work was opposed, 
which are you most susceptible to? 

4. How are you challenged to live your life in the 
light of this passage? 

Study Guide 10 November 2013 – The Great Task is Opposed

Think On This

When we are rightly engaged in God’s purposes, we know that God will defend us and see His purposes 
fulfilled.

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experiental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

Scripture
Nehemiah 4, 6:1-15

Summary 
In this passage Nehemiah continues with the task of 
rebuilding the wall. We have seen that the wall was 
to provide a safe place for God’s people to dwell 
in order that they may thrive and accomplish His 
purposes. This passage deals with all of the external 
opposition that Nehemiah faced as he rebuilt the 
wall. Nehemiah dealt with this opposition skillfully, 
as each circumstance required, enabling the wall 
to be completed in a very short space of time. As 
we consider applying this passage to ourselves, 

the gospel of Jesus Christ is what separates God’s 
people from those outside of His purposes, keeps 
them safe for their flourishing, and enables them to 
fulfill God’s purposes. We are called to labour as 
God’s ambassadors by proclaiming the gospel and 
being built into the body of Christ. Our opposition 
comes in the form of the world, the flesh and the 
devil, and we are to know how to respond to the 
schemes of the enemy that we may continue to serve 
God’s purposes. 
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