
Sermon in a sentence 
Nehemiah accomplishes great things for God by 
caring about God’s people, depending upon God, 
and sacrificing his own comfort for God’s purposes. 

Main Points 
I. Greatness comes through what you care about 
(1:1-4) 
II. Greatness comes through what and who you lean 
upon (1:5-10) 
III. Greatness comes through what you’re willing to 
sacrifice for (2:1-8)

Other Scriptures 
Ezra 4:23; Matt 16:18; Eph 1:22; Eph 3:10; Luke 
19:41-44

Questions 
1. If you were to list the top three things that you are 
concerned about and care for, what would they be? 
What do these things tell you about your worldview 
and priorities? 

2. How do you view the local church? Do you see 
this as central to God’s purposes in  Redemption? 
How does Nehemiah’s concern for God’s people in 
their city challenge you in your concern for the local 
church? 

3. What do you lean on as a source of strength, and 
how certain are you of the source of strength’s ability 
to empower you for truly great things?

4. Are you personal ambitions divergent to God’s 
purposes? What is preventing you from aligning 
your ‘will’ to His will? 

5. How would trusting in Christ and His work upon 
the cross empower you to truly be free to sacrifice for 
God’s people and His purposes? 

6. What changes do you need to make today 
in regard to your concerns, dependency, and 
ambitions? 
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Think On This

You never become truly great by trying to be great. The secret to true greatness is giving up your life to serve 
eternally great purposes, and the greatest purposes on earth are God’s, because they are not in vain.

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experiental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

Scripture
Nehemiah 1:1-2:8

Summary 
The book of Nehemiah is the remarkable account of 
how God used Nehemiah to restore God’s people 
to His purposes. In this opening section we see 
that Nehemiah enquires about the state of God’s 
people and the city of Jerusalem. When he hears 
that they are struggling he is deeply affected, but 
responds by going to God in prayer. His prayer is 
a remarkable example of faith in God’s character, 
personal contrition, alignment to God’s purposes, 
and request for favour. After months of planning and 
prayer, Nehemiah then approaches the king to ask 
him for permission to return and rebuild the walls of 
Jerusalem. Because of God’s gracious hand upon 
him, Nehemiah receives the king’s favour and leaves 
for Jerusalem. 

This passage challenges us to think about what 
purpose our lives are being lived for. Nehemiah’s 
concern was for God’s people and purposes. His 
dependency was upon God rather than his own 
abilities. He was willing to sacrifice his life of comfort 
as a cupbearer in order to achieve something for 
God. Many people pursue greatness for themselves 
and lose their lives in the process. Nehemiah lost his 
life for the sake of God’s purposes and ended up 
accomplishing great things for God. Jesus Christ is 
the greatest of all who became a servant of all, and 
because of how He has served us, He has enabled 
us to serve others, and in the process do great things 
for God. 
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