
Sermon in a sentence

Pleasing God more and more is rooted in the 
Gospel, based upon God’s holiness and needs to 
be worked out in real life in terms of dealing with 
sin. 

Main Points

I. The Gospel, when received properly, creates a 
compulsion from within to please God. 

II. To walk and please God means continuing in 
working out the implications of the gospel in our 
lives. 

III. To walk and please God, we must do all things 
out of a desire to please God. Pleasing God is 
about God himself. 

IV. Finally, to walk and please God means dealing 
with sin (especially sexual sin). 

Other Scriptures:

Thessalonians 1; Isaiah 6

Questions

1. How important is it for Christians to continue 
walking and pleasing God? Do we share the 
urgency that Paul has, in asking and urging fellow 
Christians to continue to walk and please God? How 
can we cultivate this sense of urgency in our CG? 

2. How relevant is the Gospel in your everyday 
walk with God? What are some of the implications 
of the Gospel that you struggle with/ that you are 
continuing to put into practice every day? 

3. Do you know how to distinguish between morality 
with holiness? How is this distinction helpful for you 
in practical life?  

4. (Perhaps can do this in gender specific sub 
groups) How are you doing in the area of sexual 
practice? Do you have sexual sins that you have not 
confessed to anyone at all? Encourage you to do 
this – there’s real forgiveness at the cross of Jesus 
for everyone who repents and believe, and one of 
the most effective ways of starting to deal with this is 
talking to someone about it. 
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Think On This

Is pleasing God a consuming passion of your life? What are some of the practical things we can do, both as 
a community and individuals, to fuel that flame to please God. 

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experiental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

Scripture
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
 
Summary 
In chapters 1 to 3, Paul gave thanks for what God 
has done in the Thessalonian church, in particular, 
Paul gave thanks for what he saw as persevering 
faith in face of opposition and persecution. He 
also went on to explain why he couldn’t visit them 
after having left them in an abrupt manner. Now, 
in chapter 4, Paul urges the Thessalonians to walk 
and please God, as they are already doing, but they 
should do so more and more. 

There are a number of key takeaways from this 
passage. First, there is an inner compulsion to walk 

and please God that is created when the gospel is 
received in power and in the Holy Spirit with full 
conviction. Second, walking and pleasing God is 
working out the implications of the Gospel (as we 
see as instructions given through the Lord Jesus in 
verse 2). Third, walking and pleasing God is based 
on God’s holiness. The sanctification that God calls 
us to needs to be distinguished from  mere morality, 
for it is only when obedience is done with the aim of 
pleasing God is it true sanctification. Finally, to walk 
and please God means working it out in practical 
terms, especially in terms of our sexual behavior. 
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