
Sermon in a sentence

Having been served by Christ, Christians’ lives are 
lived in response as servants of God most high by 
ministering to others.  

Main Points

I. Ministry is pleasing God by serving people

II. Ministry happens despite difficulty

III. Ministry is primarily proclaiming God’s Word

IV. Ministry is serving with our whole lives

V. Ministry is effective because God is at work 

Other Scriptures:

Acts 8:1-3; Acts 9:1-19; Romans 1:1; Ephesians 3:7; 
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Questions

1. In what ways do you realize that some of your 
service is self service?

2. How does the free gift of God’s grace empower 
us to live our lives for others? 

3. How does Christ’s life help you to endure difficulty 
in your service to others?

4. In what ways can you serve the body by being 
engaged in sharing the word of God? 

5. How is God calling you to minister to His people 
on His behalf?
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Think On This

Throughout the tradition of Christian theological reflection, the essence of sinfulness has often been 
understood to be ‘self-curvature,’ i.e., what it means for someone to be a sinner is in large part that they 
are turned in upon themselves, seeking their own desires and wants and satisfactions.  This ‘self-curvature’ 
or being turned in on one’s self, naturally precludes that which is proper to a human being, namely, to be 
turned outward, toward God as He meets us in Jesus Christ first and foremost, and then to be turned outward 
toward other people, especially our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Being turned outward toward others 
involves their concerns becoming our concerns, their needs becoming that which we seek, etc.  It means that 
it is their faith —their progress in sanctification and knowledge of God—that should give us comfort, and the 
lack thereof that should distress us.  This is what we are called to in the body of Christ, but as sinners, we are 
turned in on ourselves; in order to fulfil this calling, our self-curvature must be reversed. 

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experiental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

Scripture
1 Thessalonians 2:1-16
 
Summary 
In these sixteen verses Paul describes his ministry 
to the Thessalonians. Paul provides an excellent 
model for us of Christian ministry (serving God). We 
please God by serving people; we do not serve God 
by pleasing people. As we saw in Chapter 1, the 
power for following the example of Paul and Christ 
is in the gospel itself (1.4) which transforms us. In 

this passage we see how a life transformed by the 
gospel serves man as it ultimately serves God. The 
gospel empowers us to proclaim God’s truth despite 
difficulty, enables us to serve with correct motives 
and pour out our lives with confidence because God 
is the Master who is working through His word to 
achieve His purposes. 
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