
Sermon in a sentence

Christianity spreads through the proclamation 
of the message accompanied by the rumours of 
transformed lives. 

Main Points

I.   The model of Christian discipleship

II.  The problem of Christian discipleship

III. The power of Christian discipleship 

Other Scriptures:

Acts 17:1-10; 1 Cor 11:1; 2 Tim 2:2

Questions

1. How do you want to change and what are the 
main influences for change in your life right now?

2. How have you struggled or succeeded in your 
life as a result of your faith and what have been the 
disappointments you have had in your discipleship?

3. Have you got the order of Christ’s substitution, 
empowerment and example in the correct order in 
your life?

4. How can you proactive engage in our church 
community to help you grow in your faith?

5. How can you receive others into your life to help 
them grow in their faith?  

6. How can RHC grow stronger in these areas?

Study Guide 14 July 2013 – The Power of Christian Transformation

Think On This

When Christ’s life is an example before it is a substitution, we end up discouraged with ourselves and 
withdraw from Him. 

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experiental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

Scripture
1 Thessalonians 1:4-10
 
Summary 
We all want to change, and we all do, through both 
adapting to our environment as well as following 
the examples of those we want to emulate. In 
this passage we see how the Thessalonians were 
changed as they received the gospel which came 
through the exemplary lives of Paul and his team. 
They then began to proclaim this gospel throughout 
their region, which was accompanied by the 
spreading reports of their changed lives. The model 
of Christian transformation is the message of the 

gospel being spread through transformed lives. The 
problem of Christian transformation is that we can’t 
simply live up to Christ’s good example in our own 
strength, but the power of Christian transformation 
is that Christ is primarily our substitute, followed by 
our empowerment, and then our example to follow. 
As we aim to ‘spread the gospel as we live the 
gospel’ at RHC we are to come to Christ allowing 
Him to transform us, that we might take this message 
through our changed lives to our nation. 
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