
Sermon in a sentence

Because God has definitively and irreversibly 
acted to give us earth’s greatest treasure (Himself) 
by saving us through the gospel, we should live 
with unending gratitude towards Him. 

Main Points

I. What Paul is grateful for (the 
Thessalonians’ faith in Christ)

II. How Paul can be grateful (he sees 
evidence of their salvation)

III. The ground of Paul’s gratitude (God has 
elected them in love) 

Other Scriptures:

Col 2:7; Phil 4:6; Romans 9; Ephesians 1:3-6; 
Deut 7:6-8

Questions

1. What are you grateful for? 

2. Why is salvation the greatest thing in the world, 
and hence why should our gratitude be maximised in 
our salvation? 

3. How do people become Christians, according to 
this passage? 

4. How secure is our salvation according to this 
passage? 

5. What are some of the evidences of being ‘chosen 
by God’ in this passage? 

Study Guide 7 July 2013 – The Ground of Our Gratitude

Think On This

The relentless love of the Father has overcome our resistance to Him by convicting us of His truth through His 
Spirit, in order that we might be saved and know Him as our Father. 

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experiental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

Scripture
1 Thessalonians 1:1-6
 
Summary 
In this opening passage in Paul’s letter to the 
Thessalonians Paul gives thanks to God for the 
Thessalonians’ faith. We will explore the idea of 
thankfulness, asking what we should be grateful 
for. Paul is grateful to God for the Thessalonians, 
because they are displaying evidence of faith 
in Christ (their work of faith, labour of love and 
steadfastness of hope). Paul goes on to show that 
the real root of his gratitude to God is not just that 
the Thessalonians are acting in this way, but that 

God has loved them, leading to his election of them 
and his conversion of them through His gospel 
coming with conviction. Our lives should be lived 
“abounding in thankfulness” (Col 2:7) because God 
has pursued us and made us His own, overcoming 
our resistance to Him. 
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