
Summary

In this passage we see a man coming to Jesus who wants to ask Him to 
get involved in a family dispute over the division of inheritance. Money 
is often at the center of conflicts and problems! Jesus wisely avoids 
getting directly involved and deals with the man by trying to get to the 
root of the problem. He firstly gives a warning (to be on guard against 
all covetousness because life is not made up of possessions). Secondly, 
He tells a parable (about a man who trusted in his wealth and thought 
that he was safe because of his great riches. Jesus uses the parable to 
show us that even though money does offer the promise of great security, 
it cannot offer ultimate security as our souls are controlled by God). 
Thirdly, Jesus gives some teaching (on the nature of God being a caring 
Father who is pleased to give us His Kingdom). Finally, Jesus gives two 
instructions to help us keep ourselves free of the love of money (which 
is to seek first the kingdom of God and be radically generous). This 
sermon will show us the dangers of finances, the threat of covetousness, 
the safety we have in God’s kingdom and therefore, the encouragement 
that we have to be radically generous with our possessions.

Questions
1. What identity, security or hope do you put in money that is 

supposed to be put in God?

2. In what areas of your life do you fail to recognize that God 
is a good Father who is pleased to give you the Kingdom? 
How would this change your view of money? List three 
implications for your life.

3. Think about the last 3 times that you gave money away. How 
generous do you think you are? 

One major point, or the sermon in one sentence:
Only understanding God as a good Father who is pleased 
to give us the Kingdom frees us from both covetousness and 
greed, and liberates us to give our lives and possessions to his 
Kingdom.
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Final Thoughts

“A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of their possessions” - Jesus Christ

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experimental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

Luke 12:13-35

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide 
the inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a 
judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care, and 
be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist 
in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, 
saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought 
to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 
And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will 
say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night 
your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is 
not rich toward God.” 22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell 
you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about 
your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the 
body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor 
reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. 
Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you 
by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26 If then 
you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious 

about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil 
nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the 
field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will 
he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to 
eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the nations of 
the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need 
them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to 
you. 32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. 
Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure 
in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth 
destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 35 

“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning,

Additional reference scripture:

 ∙ Matthew 6:19-21, 24
 ∙ Exodus 20:17
 ∙ 2 Corinthians 8:1-10
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