
Summary

As we end 2012, and look forward to 2013, it’s a good 
time to take stock of our lives as individuals and as a 
church. As a church, we want to know just what kind 
of church Jesus wants. In Revelation 2-3, Jesus speaks 
to 7 historical churches. There are some things that he 
commends, others that he challenges, and in all cases 
He exhorts them to turn to Him to find their source and 
power. Today, we’ll see that Jesus wants a church that 
perseveres in good works and patient endurance; that 
fights to remain pure in doctrine, living and loving; and 
that is desperately dependent on Him. As we come to 
this passage, and look at 2012, we receive with joy the 
commendations of Jesus for the things we have done 
well. For the things that he challenges, we praise God, 
and recommit ourselves to His purposes for 2013 (and 
beyond) because He also gives us the power to do what 
He commands.

Questions
1. Jesus exhorts the churches towards perseverance (2:2, 9, 13, 

19; 3:1-2), purity (2:2, 6, 14-15, 20, 3:1, 4) and passion 
(2:4, 3:15-17). Which of these comes most naturally to you? 
Why?

2. Which of these is most difficult for you? Why?

3. Jesus gives the power to fulfill what He exhorts through the 
gospel (Revelation 1:5-6, 3:18-20). Share how the gospel 
re-calibrates your motivations for doing what you do well, 
and empowers you to do what you are weakest at?
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Final Thoughts
To be the church that Jesus wants, we need Jesus alive and active in our hearts, and in our community.

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experimental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

Revelations 2:1-7

1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words 
of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who 
walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2 “‘I know 
your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and 
how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have 
tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, 
and found them to be false. 3 I know you are enduring 
patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you 
have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, 

that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 
Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, 
and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to 
you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless 
you repent. 6 Yet this you have: you hate the works of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one 
who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is 
in the paradise of God.’
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