
Scripture:
Exodus 19-31
Hebrews 9

The second half of Exodus focuses on the content of the law revealed to Moses on Mount Sinai. God gives Moses 
instructions to prepare the people for how they should approach Him on the mountain (Exo 19:1-25). Then God gives 
them the 10 Commandments (Exo 20:1-21), instructions on worship (Exo 20:22-26; 23:10-19), rules and principles for 
community life (Exo 21:1-23:9), and instructions for entering the promised land of Canaan (Exo 23:20-33). He goes on to 
confirm the Covenant (Exo 24:1-18); and gives instructions for assembling the tabernacle for worship (Exo 25-31).

1. The TEXT: God instructions are thorough and wide-ranging – it covered how they had to be prepared to approach 
God (Exo 19:1-25), how they should live as His people (20:1-21, 21:1-23:9, 23:20-33) and how they should worship 
(24:1-18, 25-31). What does that tell you about the extent of God’s rule in the lives of His people? What seemed to be 
preventing the people from dwelling with God, and living as they should (Exo 19:10)?

2. The TEXT IN THE BIGGER PICTURE: God’s intention from the beginning was for humans to dwell with him, and 
to flourish in representing Him on earth (Gen 1:26-27). We were meant to rule and steward creation and live in 
accordance with His commands (Gen 1:28; 2:16). But Adam and Even rebelled against God, and disobeyed God’s 
command (Gen 3:1-7) and incurred the curse of sin on themselves and creation (Gen 3:14-19). Even at the beginning, 
God puts in place a plan to redeem God’s people from their sin and restoring them into the life they were meant to live, 
under God’s authority, ruling on God’s behalf. God’s instructions in Exodus 19-31 show us aware of the sinful state of 
God’s people, God’s character as expressed through His commandments, and God’s desire for His people. It also shows 
us God providing a way of being reconciled with him (worship) by instituting means of atonement and worship. Do 
you desire to walk in God’s commands?

3. JESUS COMPLETING THE STORY: The threat of death (Exo 19:12) illustrates the impossibility of sinful people 
approaching a holy God, an impossibility that only Jesus through His sacrifice and mediation could overcome (Heb 
10:19-20). The commandments and instructions given represent God’s character, and also the impossibility of obeying 
God in our own strength and in our sinfulness. The 10 Commandments are brought to a higher level through Jesus’ 
teaching (Matt 5:17-48), and was fulfilled in Jesus’ perfect sinless life (Heb 4:15, 5:9) – Jesus lived the sinless life that 
we should have lived, and yet died for us, in our place. Now, Christians now obey God’s commandments and walk in his 
ways because Jesus has brought us out of sin and death (Rom 13:9, Col 1:13, Rev 1:5-6). The Tabernacle in Exodus and 
other worship requirements point to the perfect worship of God that can only be attained through Jesus Christ – the 
making of the dwelling place (Exo 25:8) prefigures God’s dwelling with humanity in Christ (Matt 1:23; John 2:19–21; 
Rev 21:22). In Exodus 27:1, access to God is only through sacrifice on the altar. This points forward to Christ’s perfect 
sacrifice (Heb 9:12-14). How does seeing that Jesus is the perfect fulfilment of the law, change your way of viewing 
God’s laws and commandments?

4. LIVING OUT THE STORY: There is nothing in your life that Jesus Christ does not claim as His own – His commands are 
thorough, but they are not burdensome because they bring true life. Share about some areas in your life that you find 
hard to bring in line with God’s truth. Think about how Christ perfect life and resurrection helps you to bring all of life 
in line with God’s truth, and to do so willingly.
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Prayer:
•	 Praise God for drawing us near to Him, and being gracious to us, in spite of how we turn away from Him, and live life 

ignoring Him. 

•	 Confess that you do not always live according to God’s will, and are sometimes reluctant to do so.

•	 Ask God to show you how great His love for you is, how He spent the life of His Son to forgive you of your sin, and bring 
you back into right relationship with Him, and the world. Ask God to enable you and empower you to live a life that 
honours God.


