
Scripture:
Exodus 7-12
Romans 6:23
John 1:29, 19:36
1 Corinthians 5:7

Moses asks Pharaoh and to let God’s people leave (Exo 7:1-2) – Pharaoh refuses (Exo 7:13). God responds by sending plagues 
demonstrating His superior power (Exo 8:10). Pharaoh relents, and promises to let the people go after some of the plagues, only to 
turn back on his word later1 (Exo 8:1-15,20-23; 9:13-35; 10:1-20, 21-29). This results in the most devastating plague, the “death of the 
firstborn” (Exo 11:1-10; 12:29-32). Before it is unleashed, God provides a way of escape – any household that slaughters a spotless lamb 
(as a substitute), and puts its blood on their doorposts, the Angel of Death will “pass over” and spare the firstborn. Provisions were even 
made for small households that could not afford a lamb (Exo 12:4). Pharaoh finally relents, and a “mixed multitude” (Exo 12:48) leaves 
Egypt. The Passover (Exo 12:43-50) is then instituted as a reminder that God saves through substitution, by the blood of the  
“Passover” lamb.

1. The TEXT: What does Exodus 7-12 (e.g. Exo 7:1-2,16; 9:16,20-21,30; 12:3-5,13) tell you about how God delivers His people? How do 
the people have to respond to be delivered (Exo 9:20-21; 12:28)? Are only the ethnic Israelites delivered (Exo 9:20, 12:38)?

2. The TEXT IN THE BIGGER PICTURE: In Romans 1:22-23, we see that the essence of sin is idolatry – replacing God with something 
that is not God in our lives. In Exodus the plagues were a judgement against the ‘gods’ of Egypt that the people worshipped. Romans 
3:23 tells us that everyone has sinned i.e. everyone does “God-replacement” with something in their lives. The problem with idols is 
that they promise and take so much from us, but don’t deliver. If there is anything you have centred your life on, and it isn’t God, it 
will destroy you at some point. What are some things that could be idols in our lives, and in our culture? How do they “lead to death” 
if left unchecked?

3. JESUS COMPLETING THE STORY: In Exodus 11:5, the plague of death reminds us that the result of our idolatry is death (Rom 6:23) 
– that is where our idolatry leads us. Exodus 12:6 shows us that deliverance from idols and sin comes through the blood of the 
Passover lamb, which has bones that are not broken (Exo 12:46). John 1:29, 19:36 and 1 Corinthians 5:7 tells us that Jesus is the 
“Passover Lamb” that the ritual in Exodus points to. He is the true substitute not just for the firstborn, but also for everyone. And 
since he has already been sacrificed, and he has risen again, our deliverance has come (Rom 6:7-9) – God delivers on His promises. 
What are some things in our lives that prevent us from seeing that God has already delivered us from sin and slavery through Jesus 
(Rom 6:11-13)?

4. LIVING OUT THE STORY: If we are Christians, we are saved by Jesus’ substitution, not by our background, ethnicity, or even the good 
things we do. How does that change the way we see ourselves? How does that change the way we see others, perhaps those that 
different from us ethnically, socially, and culturally? What are some things that need to change in our behaviour as a result?

Egypt’s gods defeated as God saves by 
the blood of a Lamb

Background Information:

Questions:

1 God is said to harden Pharaoh’s heart (Exo 7:3). Bible Scholar Douglas Stuart notes that this simply means “be/make stubborn” and there are 3 ways that Exodus de-
scribes it – God himself makes Pharaoh stubborn (e.g. Exo 4:21, 7:3, 9:12), Pharaoh makes himself stubborn (e.g. 8:15, 32; 9:34), and Pharaoh simply is stubborn (Exo 7:13-14, 
22; 8:19; 9:7, 35). What is explicitly clear is that Pharaoh “sinned yet again and hardened his heart” (Exo 9:34) and is responsible for his own sin. In Egyptian thinking, the 
weighing of the heart by the gods determined whether a sinner was to go to heaven. Pharaoh was perceived to be both divine and to have a pure heart. Therefore by “harden-
ing his heart”, God demonstrated that he had power over this divine monarch, and that this monarch was a sinner like everyone else. This does not mean that Pharaoh was 
decisively prevented from eternal life. Exodus tells us of God’s temporal actions to demonstrate his power over the Egyptians, but it does not tell us that Pharaoh does not have 
the ability to repent later on in life, or indeed, if he eventually did – we simply do not know.

Prayer:
•	 Praise God for not giving us what we deserve, but instead being extravagantly kind and loving to us in spite of our sin against Him.

•	 Confess that there are things in your life that have become idols, and are more important to you then God. If you feel comfortable, 
share one ‘heart idol’ the Spirit is highlighting, and pray for forgiveness for each other (James 5:16)

•	 Ask God to make himself first in your heart, and your life. Ask God for one specific thing that needs to change in your life because he 
is first – share it with the group, and keep each other accountable to take action.


