
Scripture:
Exodus 3-6

John 8:58

Hebrews 3:1-6

God knows His people intimately and will act to deliver them (Exo 2:25). We see God acting by calling Moses (Exo 3:4), and 
sending Him to Pharaoh (Exo 3:10). Moses is terribly reluctant (Exo 3:13, 4:1, 10-13), to the point of angering God (Exo 
4:14, 24-26[1]). God shows Moses that He is the ‘creator and sustainer of all that exists’ (Exo 3:14) and had made prior 
promises to deliver (Exo 3:6, 15). He gives him signs and wonders (Exo 4:3-9), and sends Aaron along (Exo 4:14-16). Moses 
obeys (Exo 5:1), but is met with vicious opposition from Pharaoh (Exo 5:2, 4-19). The people get angry (Exo 5:21), and 
Moses is despondent (Exo 5:22). But, God will still act to deliver His people (Exo 6:1). He is God Almighty (Exo 6:3), the 
Lord of both creation and history – He will deliver for sure.

1. The TEXT: What does the Bible (Exo 3-6) tell us about why God wants to deliver His people? Was it because of the 
faithfulness and obedience of His people? What does the text tell us about Moses, God’s “perfect” human instrument to 
deliver?  How about Pharaoh? Was his response entirely surprising? Why or why not?

2. The TEXT IN THE BIGGER PICTURE: The Bible tells us about demonic opposition to God’s plans. Genesis 3:15 says 
there will be “enmity” between the Devil and humanity. John 10:10 says they come to “steal and kill and destroy”. They 
are powerful (1 Pet 5:8), and we are to be aware of that (2 Cor 2:11). But, we don’t need to be intimidated. James 
4:7-8 tells us that if we submit to God and resist the Devil, he will flee. 1 John 4:4 reminds us that God who is in us is 
greater than the Devil. Like Moses and the Israelites, have you been tempted to believe that somehow God is not able to 
deliver you from the Devil’s schemes? What lies need to be exposed, and what truths need to be lifted up to break this 
intimidation in your life?

3. JESUS COMPLETING THE STORY: In John 8:58, Jesus refers to Himself as “I am”, the same name that God uses to reveal 
himself to Moses (Exo 3:14) - Jesus is God who comes to deliver His people, not just from human oppressors, but the 
cosmic powers that enslave them (Col 2:13-15). Jesus is also the true and better Moses (Heb 3:1-5), a mediator that 
God is completely pleased with and who successfully and finally delivers His people from oppression. Do you see Jesus 
as your ultimate deliverer, or do you look to other things?

4. LIVING OUT THE STORY: Does understanding that Jesus Christ has done all that is needed to overcome the Devil’s 
opposition help you to come to better grips with the enslavement and oppression? How can you encourage one 
another with this truth? How will this change the way you deal with difficulties and pains when they arise in your life?

God promises deliverance as the enemy 
tightens his grip (Exo 3:1-6:30)

Background Information:

Questions:

Prayer:

• Praise God for His might, power and great compassion. Thank Jesus for going to great lengths, to his death, to defeat 
the powers that enslave us, and the world.

• Confess that you have perhaps been guilty of thinking that the Devil, or your circumstances are somehow more 
powerful than God.

• Ask God for His mighty deliverance in your life and in the lives of the people in your group. If you feel comfortable, 
share one thing that the Spirit is highlighting in your heart, and pray specifically for that issue – submit to God, resist 
the Devil and proclaim that Jesus is Lord, and the Devil must flee. Ask God how he can use you to bring His deliverance 
to someone you know.

1 Note on Exodus 4:24-26: Circumcision was the ‘sign of the Covenant’ to the Israelites, a physical response of faith to the promise of God to deliver 
His people and make them His own. By not circumcising his son, this was tantamount to Moses disbelieving God’s promises of salvation, and hence God 
himself. This explains God’s anger here. Thankfully, God still provides a way to appease his anger through the actions of Zipporah, Moses’ wife.


