
Be Reformed – Open the bible: study, dig and ask 
what the main point of the passage is 
Be Charismatic – Expect the Holy Spirit: ask God 
to speak, minister, build up and lead us to maturity 

Be Community – Love God’s people: share 
vulnerably, apply, pray and build each other up 
Be Missional – Win the world: apply lessons to 
outreach, make content accessible to non-Christians 

Revelation 2:1-5 
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The 
words of him who holds the seven stars in his right 
hand, who walks among the seven golden 
lampstands. 2 “’I know your works, your toil and 
your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear 
with those who are evil, but have tested those who 
call themselves apostles and are not, and found them 
to be false.  
 

 
3 I know you are enduring patiently and bearing 
up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown 
weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you have 
abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember 
therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and 
do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to 
you and remove your lampstand from its place, 
unless you repent. 
 

Study Guide 12 August 2012 – Returning to Love God 
 

 

Summary 
In this passage we find Jesus writing personal words to 
a church to encourage them not to forget their first love 
amidst all of the good things that they do. Jesus is 
clearly watching over his church, keenly interested in 
their devotion to Him and graciously warning those who 
drift. Loving God is a both a delighting in and 
commitment to God in His Person, and in His ways. It is 
so important to Jesus for a few reasons: Firstly, because 
loving God is the greatest commandment. This is 
secondly because, it is because love is ultimately an 
expression of who God Himself is, and thirdly, it is 
because as we are transformed to become more and 
more like Him, we will become more loving. 
 

 

Key points  
1. Loving God is a both a delighting in and 
commitment to God in His Person, and in His ways. 
2. Loving God is so important to Jesus because God is 
love and is worthy of all our devotion. 
3. We are empowered to love God when we 
remember His unending love for us. 
 

Questions 
>> How do you feel your love for God compares to 
when you first became a Christian? 
 
>> What do you feel has allowed there to be any 
difference (if there is)? 
 

Final thoughts 
At RHC we aim to be a community of love. We will never be a community that loves each other radically until we 
have become people who are loving God with all of our heart, mind and strength.  
 

 


