
Be Reformed – Open the bible: study, dig and ask 
what the main point of the passage is 
Be Charismatic – Expect the Holy Spirit: ask God 
to speak, minister, build up and lead us to maturity 

Be Community – Love God’s people: share 
vulnerably, apply, pray and build each other up 
Be Missional – Win the world: apply lessons to 
outreach, make content accessible to non-Christians 

Matthew 17:1-13 
1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and 
James, and John his brother, and led them up a high 
mountain by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured 
before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became white as light. 3 And behold, there 
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 
4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we 
are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, 
one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 
He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice from the could 
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the disciples heard 
this, they fell on their faces and were terrified.  
 

 
7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, 
and have no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their 
eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 9 And as 
they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the 
Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 10 And the 
disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say 
that first Elijah must come?” 11 He answered, 
“Elijah does come, and he will restore all things. 12 
But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they 
did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they 
please. So also the Son of Man will certainly suffer 
at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood 
that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist. 
 

Study Guide 5 August 2012 – The King You Need 
 

 

Summary 
The Gospel of Matthew was written to a primarily 
Jewish audience to show that Jesus was the Messiah, 
the King that they were waiting for. At this point, Jesus, 
through his miracles, and his authoritative teaching has 
demonstrated that He is indeed the Messiah, 
culminating in Peter's confession that he is the 'Christ 
(Messiah in Greek), the Son of the living God' (Matthew 
16:16). But yet, very quickly Jesus predicts that he will 
have to die and rise again (16:21), and that those that 
follow him must also be ready to follow suit (16:24)! 
The disciples are probably confused - how can the King 
who is supposed to deliver us, die? In this passage, 
Jesus confirms that he is indeed the King, but tweaks 
their understanding of what kind of a King He is, and 
the kind of King they really need - He is a King who is 
God, like yet totally unlike their heroes of faith, 
fearsome yet kind, and that he has to die to accomplish 
what he came for, the restoration of all things. He is the 
King they really need. 
 

 

Key points  
Jesus, the King we need is the mighty glorious one 
who must die 
 

Questions 
>> Think of the heroes you have in life. What is it 
about who they are and what they've done that make 
them heroes to you? 
 
>> Jesus is both the mighty King, and the suffering 
servant. Do you think of him more as a mighty King, 
or as a suffering servant? Why? 
 
>> The mighty and powerful one, and has to suffer 
and die for us. What does that tell us about what we 
really need in a King? 
 
 

Final thoughts 
The meekness and majesty of Jesus need to be held together in our minds. A King who is powerful but unwilling 
to suffer cannot save us. A King who suffers but is not powerful, can also not save us. Come to Jesus - the 
suffering servant and mighty King! 

 


