
Be Reformed – Open the bible: study, dig and ask 
what the main point of the passage is 
Be Charismatic – Expect the Holy Spirit: ask God 
to speak, minister, build up and lead us to maturity 

Be Community – Love God’s people: share 
vulnerably, apply, pray and build each other up 
Be Missional – Win the world: apply lessons to 
outreach, make content accessible to non-Christians 

Matthew 16:24-28 
 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains 
the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a 
man give in return for his soul?  
 

 
 
27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his 
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay each person according to what he has done. 
28 Truly, I say to you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death until they see the Son 
of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

Study Guide 29 July 2012 – Dying to Live 
 

 

Summary 
In this passage, we see the intimate relationship 
between our concept of the Messiah and the way we 
should live as disciples; our concept of God and the 
way we live. Peter (and the rest of the disciples) had no 
problem accepting Jesus as the Christ (Messiah) 
according to the Jewish expectations of the day - one 
who will come with power to destroy the Romans, 
liberating Israel from oppression and reinstating the 
kingdom of God.  However, Peter would not accept the 
notion of a crucified Messiah. What is the use of a victor 
who is crucified?   
 
Jesus exposed Peter's underlying motivations in Matt 
16:25-27. At the heart of Peter's satanic rejection of the 
crucified Messiah, lies a deep-seated self-interest to save 
his own skin and to gain the world (probably through 
reigning with Jesus over Palestine as one of his cabinet 
ministers). Not only did Jesus maintain God's interest in 
the cross, he charged all would-be disciples to deny 
themselves, take up the cross to follow him (to the 
cross!). Herein lies the paradigm for discipleship of the 
crucified Messiah. Denial, death and suffering are what 
true followers of Christ will experience here and now as 
they follow their master. Glory is for the future. 
 

 

Key points  
Dying with Jesus is the only way to live. 
 

Questions 
>> Do we worship a God according to His word, or 
according to our own human’s ideas of who we think 
he is? 
 
>> Does the way we live our life reflect our 
understanding that his life is momentary and the 
eternal Kingdom is coming? 
 
>> Do the way we spend our earthly resources now in 
obedience to Christ because of His lavishing grace? 
 
 

Final thoughts 
 

 


