
Be Reformed – Open the bible: study, dig and ask 
what the main point of the passage is 
Be Charismatic – Expect the Holy Spirit: ask God 
to speak, minister, build up and lead us to maturity 

Be Community – Love God’s people: share 
vulnerably, apply, pray and build each other up 
Be Missional – Win the world: apply lessons to 
outreach, make content accessible to non-Christians 

Matthew 16:18-23 
17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 
18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he 
strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he 
was the Christ. 
 

 
21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things 
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never 
happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to 
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance 
to me. For you are not setting your mind on the 
things of God, but on the things of man.” 

Study Guide 22 July 2012 – The Life of a Disciple 
 

 

Summary 
This sermon is going to look at the life of Peter who is 
zeroed in on in this passage. We begin by saying the 
grace of God in calling us and revealing Jesus Christ to 
us. Secondly, we see how God begins to enlist us into 
His army by telling Peter that he will use Peter to help 
build His church and give him the keys of the kingdom, 
which he can use to allow others to enter God’s 
kingdom as well. But there are also difficult realities in 
the life of the disciple and Peter gets faced with his own 
inadequacies by getting ahead of himself and jumping 
to the wrong conclusions. Jesus has to rebuke him and 
help him realise that though He has called him and is 
using him to build His church, that he is still in need of 
grace and is a fallible man. 
 
Finally though, we see that Jesus is able to sustain all 
His disciples and in this passage Peter, faithfully to the 
end. He does this in many ways through the 
encouragement of others, through His own prayer, but 
ultimately through His sustaining grace that will preserve 
us and present us perfect before the Father one day. 
This sermon shows us the life of a disciple through the 
lens of Peter. 
 

 

Key points  
It is God who calls us and has commanded us to do 
His will in His ways. 
 

Questions 
>> What qualities are required of a good disciple of 
Jesus? 
 
>> What are our own personal weaknesses and how 
does God give us strength to work through them and 
sustain us to the end? 
 
>> How does setting our mind on the things of God 
relate to binding on earth what is bound in heaven? 
 

Final thoughts 
As Jesus’ disciples, we are weak and fallen people called and empowered by an all-powerful God for His 
mission. 

 


