
Be Reformed – Open the bible: study, dig and ask 
what the main point of the passage is 
Be Charismatic – Expect the Holy Spirit: ask God 
to speak, minister, build up and lead us to maturity 

Be Community – Love God’s people: share 
vulnerably, apply, pray and build each other up 
Be Missional – Win the world: apply lessons to 
outreach, make content accessible to non-Christians 

Colossians 4:2-18 
2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it 
with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for 
us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to 
declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I 
am in prison—4 that I may make it clear, which is how 
I ought to speak. 
5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best 
use of the time. 6 Let your speech always be 
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
how you ought to answer each person. 
7 Tychicus will tell you all about my activities. He is a 
beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow 
servant in the Lord. 8 I have sent him to you for this 
very purpose, that you may know how we are and 
that he may encourage your hearts, 9 and with him 
Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, who is 
one of you. They will tell you of everything that has 
taken place here. 
10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and 
Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you 
have received instructions—if he comes to you,  
 

 
welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. 
These are the only men of the circumcision among 
my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and 
they have been a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who 
is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, 
always struggling on your behalf in his prayers, 
that you may stand mature and fully assured in all 
the will of God. 13 For I bear him witness that he 
has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea 
and in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician 
greets you, as does Demas. 15 Give my greetings 
to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and 
the church in her house. 16 And when this letter has 
been read among you, have it also read in the 
church of the Laodiceans; and see that you also 
read the letter from Laodicea. 17 And say to 
Archippus, “See that you fulfill the ministry that you 
have received in the Lord.” 
18 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. 
Remember my chains. Grace be with you. 

Study Guide 8 July 2012 – Life in the Light of the Gospel/The 
Supremacy of Christ for the Church Today  
 

Summary 
One of the key themes in Colossians is the supremacy of 
the gospel in all things. If we truly believe that the 
gospel is the ultimate solution to all the ails this world, 
we need to live our lives in light of that truth and with 
the aim of spreading it to the ends of the Earth. 
 
The passage reveals to us some key characteristics of a 
life lived in light of the gospel. First, we must be 
prayerful people, both thankful for our salvation and 
also praying for opportunities to spread the gospel, 
whether for ourselves or for others. Second, we should 
live our lives in ways that people recognise something 
different about us, and that we should be prepared to 
answer the questions that will inevitably arise. Third, we 
should be faithful to our calling, working with our 
brothers and sisters in the same way that Paul's 
associates worked to spread the church with him.  
 
Finally, Paul's chains remind us of the cost of the gospel, 
that it is so precious that we should be willing to bear all 
things to see it spread. 
 

 

Key points  
The gospel is the true and ultimate answer for 
everything that is wrong with us and with the world. 
 

Questions 
>> How does Christ’s supremacy of Christ define how 
we live? 
 
>> How much does our lifestyle and thinking testify to 
the supremacy of Christ? 
 
>> How is our church community similar to/different 
from the community described in Colossians? 
 

Final thought 
Christ is supreme in all. 



 


