
Be Reformed – Open the bible: study, dig and ask 
what the main point of the passage is 
Be Charismatic – Expect the Holy Spirit: ask God 
to speak, minister, build up and lead us to maturity 

Be Community – Love God’s people: share 
vulnerably, apply, pray and build each other up 
Be Missional – Win the world: apply lessons to 
outreach, make content accessible to non-Christians 

Colossians 3:1-4 
1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the 
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that 
are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you 
also will appear with him in glory. 

 
 
 

Study Guide 10 June 2012 – Thinking Like Jesus 
 

 

Summary 
Paul is trying to make an argument to encourage the 
Colossian Christians to set their minds on things above, 
to fix their eyes on Jesus and to live by faith.  
 
He builds his argument in two ways. First, he appeals to 
a past sense of what Christ has done. He says that we 
have died to ourselves and our lives are now hidden in 
Christ, we have been raised with Christ. Second, Paul 
appeals to the future work that Christ will do which is 
that he will appear in glory and that when he does so, 
we will appear in glory with Him too.  
 
So after focusing on the past reality of what Christ has 
done, and the future promise of what He will do, Paul 
urges the Colossians to live their lives in the light of this 
by currently (in the present) setting their minds on things 
above. We are urged to live by faith in the here and 
now, living by faith and not by sight, and exploring 
what it means to set our minds on things above. 
 

 

Key points  
Our identity as people who are dead and resurrected 
in Christ assures us of a heavenly reality to come. 
 

Questions 
>> What do you think is waiting for us in 
heaven/eternity? 
 
>> What does the Christian risk losing in this life? 
 
>> How do we discipline ourselves to keep eternity in 
perspective in terms of our daily thinking and living? 

Final thought 
“…looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:2 

 


