
Be Reformed – Open the bible: study, dig and ask 
what the main point of the passage is 
Be Charismatic – Expect the Holy Spirit: ask God 
to speak, minister, build up and lead us to maturity 

Be Community – Love God’s people: share 
vulnerably, apply, pray and build each other up 
Be Missional – Win the world: apply lessons to 
outreach, make content accessible to non-Christians 

Habakkuk 3:1–16 
1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to 
Shigionoth. 
2 O LORD, I have heard the report of you, and your 
work, O LORD, do I fear. In the midst of the years 
revive it; in the midst of the years make it known; in 
wrath remember mercy. 
3 God came from Teman, and the Holy One from 
Mount Paran. Selah 
His splendor covered the heavens, and the earth was 
full of his praise. 
4 His brightness was like the light; rays flashed from 
his hand; and there he veiled his power. 
5 Before him went pestilence, and plague followed at 
his heels. 
6 He stood and measured the earth; he looked and 
shook the nations; then the eternal mountains were  
 

 
scattered; the everlasting hills sank low. His were 
the everlasting ways. 
7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction; the curtains 
of the land of Midian did tremble. 
8 Was your wrath against the rivers, O LORD? 
Was your anger against the rivers, or your 
indignation against the sea, when you rode on your 
horses, on your chariot of salvation? 
9 You stripped the sheath from your bow, calling 
for many arrows. Selah 
You split the earth with rivers. 
10 The mountains saw you and writhed; the raging 
waters swept on; the deep gave forth its voice; it 
lifted its hands on high. 
 
CONTINUED IN HABAKKUK 3:11-16 

Study Guide 20 May 2012 – Moving from Fear to Faith 
 

 

Summary 
The book of Habakkuk is a dialogue between Habakkuk 
and God. He starts out by complaining to God about 
the state of his people, how they had turned from God 
to idols, and were violence and injustice. God responds 
that He will send an even more wicked nation, the 
Chaldeans, to judge Israel, and subsequently judge the 
Chaldeans too. God's people are to trust in him and 
"live by faith" (Habakkuk 2:4).  
 
Habakkuk's final response to God is a somber prayer, 
yet mixed with anticipation and even joy. He moves 
from a place of fear to a place of faith and anticipation, 
and does this by keeping His eyes on God, rehearsing 
His mighty acts in history, and resolving to trust in God. 
The same God of justice that gave Israel the law; the 
same God of power, that is the Lord over all creation; 
and the same God of mercy who saved His people at 
the Exodus is the same God that will judge Israel, and 
the Chaldeans, but ultimately save His own people.  
 
This is the God that we encounter who saves us through 
the cross of Jesus – His justice is preserved in the death 
of Christ, His power is revealed in the resurrection of 
Christ, and His mercy and salvation is given to an 
undeserving people who He invites to trust in Him – the 
righteous shall live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4). 

 

Key points  
Remembering who God is and what He has done will 
give us the confidence to trust Him and anticipate 
great things from Him.  
 

Questions 
>> The Exodus happened hundreds of years before 
Habakkuk's retelling of the story, yet it was very much 
a part of the memory of Israel, a part of their history. 
In their retelling of the Exodus, they are to even 
obligated to see themselves individually as having left 
the slavery Egypt, passed through the waters of the 
Red Sea and coming out safely, and being given the 
law at Sinai – they were to make the story not just a 
cultural memory, but a personal memory. God has 
saved us from the slavery of sin, brought us out and 
through the waters of baptism that represent our 
salvation, and given us the Scriptures as our guide - in 
that way, the Exodus story is also our story. Share 
your 'Exodus' story to the group. Share ideas of how 
we can help each other keep God's salvation in our 
lives vivid and fresh. 
 
>> What difficulty are you facing in your life at the 
moment? Does a fresh retelling of the mighty acts of 
God to save you change the way you see the 
situation? 

Final thought 
The God who acted mightily in history to judge, save and restore, is the same God that is judging, saving and 
restoring today. He will come again to complete his act of judging saving and restoring. 

 


