
Be Reformed – Open the bible: study, dig and ask 
what the main point of the passage is 
Be Charismatic – Expect the Holy Spirit: ask God 
to speak, minister, build up and lead us to maturity 

Be Community – Love God’s people: share 
vulnerably, apply, pray and build each other up 
Be Missional – Win the world: apply lessons to 
outreach, make content accessible to non-Christians 

Habakkuk 2:6–20 
6 Shall not all these take up their taunt against him, 
with scoffing and riddles for him, and say, “Woe to 
him who heaps up what is not his own—for how 
long?—and loads himself with pledges!” 
7 Will not your debtors suddenly arise, and those 
awake who will make you tremble? Then you will be 
spoil for them. 
8 Because you have plundered many nations, all the 
remnant of the peoples shall plunder you, for the 
blood of man and violence to the earth, to cities 
 

 
and all who dwell in them. 
9 “Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house, to 
set his nest on high, to be safe from the reach of 
harm! 
10 You have devised shame for your house by 
cutting off many peoples; you have forfeited your 
life. 
11 For the stone will cry out from the wall, and the 
beam from the woodwork respond. 
 
CONTINUED IN HABAKKUK 2:12-20 

Study Guide 20 May 2012 – Woe to the Chaldeans 
 

 

Summary 
God will judge all wickedness! It seems like good news 
but this judgment is applied to others as much as it is 
applied to us. We stand just as condemned before God. 
God speaks woe to five areas of wickedness. 
 
1) God declares woe to those who are greedy – who 
take what is not theirs. Theft, cheating, pornography, 
and “legal” exploitation of workers are affronts to God. 
Everything stolen thing must be paid for to God, but the 
Christian makes material sacrifices for God and others. 
2) God declares woe to those who build their safety at 
others’ expense. We may justify our actions, but the 
very things we amass will testify of our guilt. The 
Christian knows that his safe home is in heaven. 
3) God declares woe to those who build their name 
above all else. We seek our glory first and make 
ungodly sacrifices to the idol of our glory. The Christian 
dies to himself and receives praise and glory from God. 
4) God declares woe to those who manipulate people. 
Flattery, seduction, gossip and blackmail offend God. 
Jesus showed us the example of His humility by coming 
to serve, not to be served. 
5) God declares woe to those who trust in creation. Our 
possessions, careers, influence and plans will ultimately 
crumble to the ground. If we have placed our trust in 
these dead idols, we will become dead like them.  
 
Although the woe of judgment is pronounced upon us, 
Jesus lived the perfect life for our sakes and paid the 
penalty that should have fallen on us. If we recognize 
our guilt and fall at God’s feet, “(our) guilt is taken 
away, and (our) sin atoned for.” 
 

 

Key points  
And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD of hosts!”   Isaiah 6:5 
 

Questions 
>> What thoughts go through our minds when we see 
or hear judgment being pronounced on others? 
 
>> Do we believe that we stand/stood condemned 
before God? Is it better to live ignorant of our 
condemnation or to be painfully aware of it? 
 
>> What does it mean that we have been delivered 
from this judgment by faith in Jesus Christ? 
 
>> In what ways has your life reflected the Christ-like 
response that is the opposite of these five judgments? 
 

Final thought 
The only way to escape the woe of God is that we come to God, see His glory, pronounce woe on ourselves and 
cry out for mercy. 



 


