
Be Reformed – Open the bible: study, dig and ask 
what the main point of the passage is 
Be Charismatic – Expect the Holy Spirit: ask God 
to speak, minister, build up and lead us to maturity 

Be Community – Love God’s people: share 
vulnerably, apply, pray and build each other up 
Be Missional – Win the world: apply lessons to 
outreach, make content accessible to non-Christians 

Habakkuk 2:2–5 
2 And the LORD answered me: 
“Write the vision; 
make it plain on tablets, 
so he may run who reads it. 
3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time;  
it hastens to the end—it will not lie. 
If it seems slow, wait for it; 
it will surely come; it will not delay. 
 

 
4 “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright 
within him, 
but the righteous shall live by his faith. 
5 “Moreover, wine is a traitor, 
an arrogant man who is never at rest. 
His greed is as wide as Sheol; 
like death he has never enough. 
He gathers for himself all nations 
and collects as his own all peoples.” 
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Summary 
How does God answer Habakkuk’s complaint? How 
does He address Habakkuk’s frustration and 
bewilderment at what is happening to Israel? 
 
God's answer has two parts to it: God first tells him 
about the certainty of His word. Habakkuk must write 
the vision; he must make it plain for people to see. God 
tells Habakkuk to be patient, and not to lose hope in the 
present situation. Even though the resolution seems far 
away, Habakkuk should never doubt that it will surely 
come. 
 
The second thing that God says to him in this passage is 
that there are two different kinds of responses that 
people can have towards God's words. One response is 
pride where people are puffed up and trust in 
themselves. The other response, in contrast, is what God 
is looking for, which is faith.  
 
It is in this context that God says that the just shall live 
by faith. This is the response that is required of 
Habakkuk. This is a response that God wants from us – 
that we expect His word, make it plain for others and 
live by it, and trust in it alone. 
 

 

Key points  
Knowing and trusting in God is the foundation of  
 

Questions 
>> If God’s word will ultimately come true, why does 
it sometimes seem like it will not?  
 
>> What changes in your life when you learn to trust 
that God’s word will ultimately come true? 
 
>> How has God already show to you that everything 
He says will ultimately come true? Have you “made it 
plain”? 
 

Final thought 
 “Remember this and stand firm, 
  recall it to mind, you transgressors, 
  remember the former things of old; 
 for I am God, and there is no other; 
  I am God, and there is none like me, 
 declaring the end from the beginning 
  and from ancient times things not yet done, 
 saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 
  and I will accomplish all my purpose,’”                   Isaiah 46:8-10 
 

 


