
Be Reformed – Open the bible: study, dig and ask 
what the main point of the passage is 
Be Charismatic – Expect the Holy Spirit: ask God 
to speak, minister, build up and lead us to maturity 

Be Community – Love God’s people: share 
vulnerably, apply, pray and build each other up 
Be Missional – Win the world: apply lessons to 
outreach, make content accessible to non-Christians 

Habakkuk 1:12 – 2:1 
12 Are you not from everlasting, 
O LORD my God, my Holy One? 
We shall not die. 
O LORD, you have ordained them as a judgment, 
and you, O Rock, have established them for reproof. 
13 You who are of purer eyes than to see evil 
and cannot look at wrong, 
why do you idly look at traitors 
and remain silent when the wicked swallows up 
the man more righteous than he? 
14 You make mankind like the fish of the sea, 
like crawling things that have no ruler. 
15 He brings all of them up with a hook; 
he drags them out with his net; 
he gathers them in his dragnet; 
so he rejoices and is glad. 
 

 
16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net 
and makes offerings to his dragnet; 
for by them he lives in luxury, 
and his food is rich. 
17 Is he then to keep on emptying his net 
and mercilessly killing nations forever? 
 
2:1 I will take my stand at my watchpost 
and station myself on the tower, 
and look out to see what he will say to me, 
and what I will answer concerning my complaint. 

Study Guide 6 May 2012 
When God Seems Hard to Understand  
 

Summary 
In this week's sermon we see how Habakkuk responds 
to God's difficult answer that He has given him in 
chapter 1. It seems like God is giving Israel the idols 
they worship and He is disciplining them through an 
even more ungodly nation. How are we to face the 
difficulties of life, especially when we know that God 
might be behind them?  
 
In this passage we see how Habakkuk responds. We 
see this in 3 sections; 1) Habakkuk reminds himself of 
God's character (and therefore God's greater purpose), 
2) Habakkuk still asks honest questions to God 
concerning his lack of understanding of God's justice in 
this situation, 3) Habakkuk then waits humbly on God to 
answer Himself.  
 
We explore these 3 themes reminding ourselves of the 
character of God and His faithfulness, secondly 
encouraging people to genuinely seek God and ask 
Him questions when they don't understand, and thirdly 
to wait humbly in response to God's word being ready 
to apply whatever He says to us.  
 

 

Key points  
God's character means we can bank on Him in times 
of confusion.  
 

Questions 
>> What is your first port of call when you face 
doubts? 
 
>> How willing are you to wait upon God and 
respond positively to His answers? 
 
 

Final thought 
"Those who know their God will firmly resist the enemy." Daniel 11 

 


