
Be Reformed – Open the bible: study, dig and ask 
what the main point of the passage is 
Be Charismatic – Expect the Holy Spirit: ask God 
to speak, minister, build up and lead us to maturity 

Be Community – Love God’s people: share 
vulnerably, apply, pray and build each other up 
Be Missional – Win the world: apply lessons to 
outreach, make content accessible to non-Christians 

Hosea 1:2-3  
2 When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the 
LORD said to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of 
whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the 
land commits great whoredom by forsaking the 
LORD.” 3 So he went and took Gomer, the daughter 
of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 
 
ALSO READ HOSEA 2:1-8, 14-16, 19 AND 
HOSEA 3:1-5 
 

 

Study Guide 25 March 2012 
Faithful God, Unfaithful People  
 

Summary 
The Old Testament account that follows the plunge of 
the human race into sin (in Genesis 3) is basically the 
story of God's purposes in calling out a people who will 
be his own and will live before him demonstrating his 
ways and kingdom to the nations around them. This act 
of making a people into his own is something that God 
must do himself, both revealing himself, calling people, 
saving them and then faithfully loving them even as they 
turn from him again and again. God's faithfulness is first 
glimpsed in Genesis 3 where (in the midst of the fall) 
God covers their shame through the implied sacrifice of 
an animal. He also promises that a savior will come 
who will crush the head of the serpent. God then calls 
Abram to himself and covenants with him. Though 
Abraham shows himself to be unfaithful God is true to 
his covenant. When God's people are slaves in Egypt 
God hears their cries, remembers his covenant and 
comes to deliver them. When they sin again and again, 
most notably by making an idolatrous golden calf God 
reveals himself as gracious and compassionate. Judges 
show a people living unrestrained with God as their 
King, and all the evils that come upon them. Through 
the unfaithfulness of the kings God warns them that their 
continued disobedience will lead to God disciplining 
them by sending them to exile. God is faithful to 
discipline them to bring them back to himself. And in the 
midst of the discipline of the exile God promises to 
restore them after 70 years.  
 

 

Key points  
Despite human sin, disobedience and continually 
straying from God, He is faithful to save and keep his 
people firm to the end.  
 

Questions 
>> How similar is the story of the Old Testament to the 
story of your life?  
 
>> What is the best response we could have to the 
faithfulness of God? 
 

Final thoughts  
2 Tim 2.13: "If we are faithless he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself"  

 


