
Be Reformed – Open the bible: study, dig and ask 
what the main point of the passage is 
Be Charismatic – Expect the Holy Spirit: ask God 
to speak, minister, build up and lead us to maturity 

Be Community – Love God’s people: share 
vulnerably, apply, pray and build each other up 
Be Missional – Win the world: apply lessons to 
outreach, make content accessible to non-Christians 

Genesis 3:1-19 
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other 
beast of the field that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You 
shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the 
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall 
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not 
surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 
ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 
was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked.  
  

  
And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. 
 
8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and 
said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 
He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of 
the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to 
the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 
CONTINUED IN GEN 1:14-19 

Study Guide 18 March 2012 – The Root of Everything Wrong 
 

 

Summary 
Where are we? The bible tells us that as humans, we 
are lost in our sins. We have fallen from a state of 
goodness and acceptance before God into a state of 
helpless condemnation. 

How did we get here? In the Genesis account, it 
appears that Satan plays a large part in the fall of man. 
However, Satan does not cause us to sin, but he is like a 
catalyst: causing us to question God and greasing the 
wheels of our sin: the root cause of sin is our own heart.  

What does it mean that we are here? First, sin poisons 
our relationship with God. We are now found in direct 
opposition to Him. Our relationships with each other are 
also broken, as is our relationship with all of creation. 
We misuse God’s good gifts and finally, we are 
condemned to death and are helpless to do anything 
about our state. 

How do we get back? Sin has rendered us totally 
depraved – unable to do anything to go back to God. 
We need a rescuer. Verse 15 points to that very rescuer 
– Jesus Christ the Son of Man. From the beginning, God 
has planned a way for us to be reconciled to Him.  

 

Key points  
We are fully responsible for our sin, which has left us 
broken, condemned and powerless to do anything 
about it. 

Questions 
>> What do all our good deeds and achievements 
mean in the light our total depravity? What are they 
for? 

>> How does the reality of sin serve to explain the 
evil and suffering we see in the world? 

>> What means has God given to us to point out the 
sin in our hearts? 

 

Final thoughts  
God, our rescuer, has made a way for us to come back to Him. It is to Him that all glory for our  
salvation must go. 



 


