
Summary

James first tells us that in God’s universe, we will be held accountable for 
every word we communicate (James 3:1). The tongue has great power 
and potential, and as a result, there is great responsibility given to us to 
use it properly. James shows us that there is a lot of disproportionately 
positive potential in the tongue, it can guide your life and is capable of 
great things. Conversely, the tongue also has disproportionately negative 
potential - it can pollute, and destroy, and is capable of great evil 
(James 3:2-6).

The tragedy is, however, that the tongue cannot be tamed by human 
beings (James 3:7-8). And yet, in the same passage we are exhorted to 
use the tongue for good, and to avoid it’s evil use (James 3:2, 10). How 
do we do that?  Firstly, we recognise that the problem of the tongue is 
actually the problem of the heart (James 3:11-12,14). In the Bible, the 
heart is the “seat of emotion, desire, thought and decision… the centre 
of one’s spiritual life”[1] It is essentially represents who you really are! 
We use the tongue in an evil manner, because the source, the heart is 
evil. And so, the heart must be changed in order for the tongue to be 
changed. And the only one who can change the heart of man, is the 
God who sent Jesus.

Jesus, fully God and fully man, was the only one who every used the 
tongue as He should have. He tamed it, He used it for good, speaking 
“words of eternal life” (John 6:68). When God held Him accountable 

Questions
1.  God holds us accountable for all of our communication. Do you think 
this is a good thing, or a bad thing?

2. Give some personal examples of how you have used speech and 
communication for good, and conversely for things that are not so good. 
Do you find it easy to use your tongue for good? How about for evil?

3. The same Jesus who holds us accountable for our speech, is also the 
only one who can forgive us for our wrong use of speech and change 
our hearts and hence our tongues. Are there patterns of speech and 
communication that you need to repent of tonight? Share them with the 
group (or a smaller subset of the group), and pray for one another to be 
forgiven (James 5:16).

One major point, or the sermon in one sentence:
The problem of the tongue, is the problem of the heart. For the tongue to 
change, the heart must be transformed. For the heart to be transformed, 
we need to draw near to God through Jesus Christ.

Study Guide 10 March 2013 – The Tongue

Final Thoughts
Jesus spoke the words of eternal life, which sometimes included pointed, even harsh sounding words, but always for the other persons good. Do you 
use your speech of the good of others, and the glory of God?

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experimental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

James 3:1-12
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, 
for you know that we who teach will be judged with 
greater strictness. For we all stumble in many ways. 
And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a 
perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. If we put 
bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we 
guide their whole bodies as well. Look at the ships also: 
though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, 
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will 
of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, 
yet it boasts of great things.

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 
And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The 

tongue is set among our members, staining the whole 
body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on 
fire by hell. For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile 
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by 
mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is 
a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless our 
Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are 
made in the likeness of God.  From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not 
to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening 
both fresh and salt water? Can a fig tree, my brothers, 
bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a 
salt pond yield fresh water.
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for His words, Jesus was have been found guiltless. Yet, instead of being 
vindicated, He was punished for the wrong use of the tongue! Not His, 
but ours. He took the punishment for our unruly tongues, in order that we 
may be freed from sin, our hearts changed, and our tongues truly tamed 

[1] Entry for “tongue” in Mounce’s Complete Dictionary of Old and New 
Testament Words and reformed!   


