
Summary

This portion of Scripture begins by introducing us to different 
trials that we will face as Christians. One trial that we don’t 
often see, is that of how we deal with wealth – the wealthy 
have a temptation to trust in their riches, while the poor have 
a temptation to begrudge their lowly status. In all this, James 
exhorts Christians to persevere, fixing their eyes on God, and 
the reward He promises to those who love Him.  He also points 
out how we could be lured away, by showing us that the source 
of sin is our own evil desire. Hence, sin is not just that we want 
bad things, but that we want something too badly. And, the only 
way to effectively break the power of sin on the soul is to show 
to attach the soul to an even more beautiful object. God is the 
source of all things beautiful. He is unchanging, and gives good 
gifts to His children. The ultimate gift is the gift of salvation – 
being brought forth by His Word. When we keep in perspective 
this good gift, from a good God, we will preserver through our 
trials and temptations and come out victorious.

Questions
1. Is the love for material things (e.g. money, clothes, comfort 

etc.) something that takes you away from your devotion 
to God? What would you do if God were to speak to you 
clearly about leaving everything you have in Singapore, and 
move to a place without even running water to spend the rest 
of your days serving him there?

2. “God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts 
no one” (James 1:13b). Where does temptation come from 
then? How does that help us to take personal responsibility 
for the choices we make, and the lives we choose to live?

3. God does not change, and desires to give good gifts to us. 
The greatest gift He has given is the gift of salvation (James 
1:18). Do you really consider the gift of salvation as more 
precious than wealth? Why or why not?

4. Does knowing that God is good, that He is unchanging, 
that He gives good gifts to His people especially the gift of 
salvation help you to view God differently from what you are 
used to? Does it help you to put your trials and temptations 
into good perspective?

One major point, or the sermon in one sentence:
Sin is not just about wanting something bad, it’s wanting 
something too badly.
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Final Thoughts

Do you really rejoice in the gift of salvation, or have you taken it for granted?

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experimental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

James 1:9-18
9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in 
his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass 
away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers 
the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will 
the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. 12 Blessed 
is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has 
stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has 
promised to those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he 
is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each 
person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own 
desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 16 Do not be 
deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights 

with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 
Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
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