
Sermon in a sentence

Suffering Christians ought to be patient because 
Jesus Christ is coming back to judge and save. 
 
Main Points

1. The Big Idea: Be patient while suffering because 
Jesus is coming back. 

2. How the Big Idea Applies to Life: 
a. Be patient by strengthening our hearts (v. 8) 
b. Be patient by fighting sin (v. 9, 12) 
c. Be patient by emulating examples of godly 
hope (v. 10-11)

Questions

1. What do you really look forward to life, and 
how does this shape how you live now?

2. Do you hope in Christ and in his return? How 
can you cultivate such a hope? 

3. How would you struggle with obeying James’ 
exhortation to be patient? In which areas do you 
battle with impatience? 

4. How does your heart respond to suffering? Why?

5. How can we help one another to establish our 
hearts?

6. In what ways do trials tempt you to sin?

7. Have you encountered examples of godly hope? 
What have you learned from these believers? How 
can you be such an example to others?

8. Why is it so important for us to know God’s 
character as we run the race of the Christian life? 
How can we grow in our knowledge of God?
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Think On This

Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing 
good. (1 Peter 4:19)

Gospel-Centredness – To have the gospel in the centre of our ministry, 
and for everything we do to find its root in the gospel.

Theological Depth – To pursue a deep and soul satisfying knowledge 
and understanding of God through the Bible.

Community on Mission – To recognise that we are not here for ourselves, 
but are on a mission to bring the gospel to the world.

Experimental Faith – To actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, and to 
lead us to the will of God.

City Renewal – To see the gospel change every aspect of the city we 
are living in by doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, and 
seeing the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for the glory  
of God.

RHC Core Values

Scripture
James 5:7-12

Summary 
In this passage, James exhorts suffering Christians 
to be patient because Jesus Christ is coming back to 
judge. These believers, who are being oppressed by 
wealthy landowners (cf. 5:1-6), are encouraged with 
the truth concerning the coming of the Lord. Faith is 
forward-looking, and genuine saving faith produces 
the good work of being patient amid trials. Waiting 
patiently for Christ is not passive, but active. It 
involves: strengthening our hearts, fighting sin, and 
emulating examples of godly hope. Old Testament 
believers like Job and the prophets looked forward 

in faith and hope to the day when God would fulfill 
his saving promises. Living on the other side of the 
cross, we are in a privileged position. We can look 
back to the fulfillment of God’s saving promises in 
Christ, even as we continue to hope in his return.

This passage focuses on these aspects of God’s 
character: his justice, goodness, faithfulness, 
compassion and mercy. In response, we ought to 
be patient, trusting of God, steadfast in hope, and 
walking in holiness.
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