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// INTRODUCTION

This devotional is built on the Redemption Hill 
Church catechism, and is meant to help us 

as well as to guide and instruct believers in 
the basics of the faith and its implication for 
our lives. Scripture references, songs, and 
prayers are included here to help us relate to 
these truths in new dimensions.

For hundreds of years, Christians who have 
understood the importance of having their 
lives established on the bedrock of God’s 
gracious truth have used catechisms as tools 
to anchor this truth deep into their hearts. A 
catechism is a series of questions and answers 
designed to convey the essential truths of the 
Christian faith so that we might more deeply 
know and rejoice in God.

We live in a time where truth is deemed 
relative. But as anyone who has dropped a 
rock on their foot knows, there are certain 
realities about this world that are true whether 
you believe in them or not. You can deny 
gravity all you want, but when that rock hits 
your toe, you experience that pain regardless 
of whether or not you are a believer. Yes, this 
world is founded upon truth, and the source 
of that truth is God himself. And because 
God exists and speaks, we can know him; and 
we can know the world he has made rightly 
through his self-disclosure.

The reality of God’s existence and the fact 
that he has disclosed himself to us lets us in 

on another reality: that this God is love. This 
means that the truths that we confess are not 
just theories but realities that lead us to sing 
and rejoice in him.

You are encouraged to read through, 

these truths, allowing their reality to lead 
you to worship God. This devotional can be 
used privately, at family devotions, for mutual 
encouragement and discipleship with another 
believer, or even in evangelism.

It is our prayer that this catechism and the 
accompanying devotional content will help us 
as a church to build our lives on the infallible 
truth of Jesus’ words, so that we may sing his 
praises forevermore.

“Then they believed his words;  
they sang his praise” Psalms 106:12
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God views all Christians as saints because those who 

are in Christ have been cleansed of all their sins and 

clothed in his righteousness through their union with 

Christ, who died in their place and rose again.

REFERENCE  1 Corinthians 1:2

Writers in the New Testament 
frequently refer to Christians as 
“saints in Christ Jesus” (1Cor 1:2, 
Phil 1:1-2). In Biblical Greek, the 
word “saints” is the same word used 
to refer to “holy ones”. What does 
it mean to be a saint in Christ?

So the word “saint” cannot be 
understood independent of the 
phrase “in Christ”. When we accept 
Christ Jesus as Lord, God makes us 
holy and righteous in him. Our identity 
moves from being in Adam to being 
in Christ. We, like seeds, are taken out 
of Adam and replanted by being born 
again (1Cor 15: 22). If we are in Christ, 

When we stand before God, we do 
not stand alone. We stand clothed 
in Christ, hidden in him (Col 3:3).

In “The Freedom of the Christian”, 
Martin Luther uses an example 
that also appears in Hosea. A rich 
and pious husband takes a needy 

and impious harlot as his wife and 
redeems her, supplying her with all 
good things. Christ is that husband, 
and we are found in the promiscuity 
of the wife. In being one with Christ, 
like in marriage, it is not possible for 
our sins to destroy us since they have 
been laid upon Christ. Luther writes, 
“Therefore, the sinner can consider 
her sins in the face of death and hell 
and say: If I have sinned, yet my Christ 
who is mine has not sinned. And 
all his is mine and all mine, my sins, 
my death, my damnation, is his.”

Union with Christ, as saints, changes 
the very nature of the Christian life. 
Salvation in Jesus is not a one-time 
sinner’s prayer that we utter, but 
a lifelong journey of knowing and 
communing with Jesus. That journey 
starts now and continues for all of 
eternity, when we see him face to face.

// PR AYER

Dear Jesus, thank you for what you’ve done on 
the cross which cleansed us of our sin and clothed 
us in righteousness. We are undeserving, yet so 
deeply loved. Help us to grow in the knowledge 
of who you are.

// SONG

Grace Alone

by Dustin Kensrue

As Christians, 
we do not live as 
self-determining 
individuals.

 QUESTION !"
Why does God refer to  
Christians as saints in the Bible?
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Yes. Although all Christians have been forgiven of 

their sins and set free from the power of sin, it is still 

possible for Christians to sin because in this present 

age the presence of sin still remains.

REFERENCE  Romans 7:22-25

As Christians, we are a combination 
of saint, sinner, and sufferer. We know 
that all who have faith in the saving 
work of Jesus Christ are described as 
saints in him (Eph 1:1, 1Cor 1:2, 6:11). 
As saints, we are called to strive to 
be holy, just like God is holy, and to 
emulate Jesus in our words, thoughts, 
and deeds (1Pet 1:16). As sinners, we 
are reminded of our fallibility as we 
are made into his likeness everyday 
(2Cor 3:18). As sufferers, we grasp 
the true cost of sin (1Pet 2:21).

The Bible reminds us that all men, 
even those who call upon the 
name of Jesus in faith and are held 
secure in God’s salvation, are still 
sinners (1Jn 1:8; Rom 7:19–20). We 
are called to die to ourselves and 
to kill sin everyday. The warfare of 
putting sin to death is real, even 
though our salvation is sure. As 
redeemed sinners, however, we do 
not despair. Instead, we draw closer 
to Jesus by remembering that we 
need him every hour. The fountain 
of mercy and grace is sweet because 
we know that sin still plagues our 
lives. To this fountain we run daily in 
prayer, even several times a day.

We know our status as sinner, 
undeserving and poor. At the same 

has done on the cross. We clothe 
ourselves in his righteousness as the 
redeemed, continually putting our 
trust in Jesus’ ability to cleanse us and 
make us right before the Father. It 
humbles us to know that we are prone 
to wander, allowing us to give grace to 
other saints who have sinned against 
us. Therefore, forgiveness should 
be something we are quick to offer 
to others, just as God does for us.

// PR AYER

Dear Jesus, help us to put sin to death in the 

work that you’re doing in our hearts. Help us to 
demonstrate your love and forgiveness to others 

// SONG

Give Us Clean Hands

by Chris Tomlin

Every time we do,  
we grow in the depth 
of knowing Jesus.

 QUESTION !#
If Christians are viewed by God 
as saints, is it still possible for a 
Christian to sin?
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A Christian grows in godliness as they come to know 

both the glory and grace of God, understand their own 

sin in the light of this knowledge, and then respond 

with repentance and faith in the power of the Spirit 

who bears his fruit in us.

REFERENCE  2 Peter 1:5-7, 2 Corinthians 3:18

The heart of the gospel is this: We 
receive the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus’ saving work 
on the cross and his resurrection. 
We’ve received our salvation by faith 
alone, in Christ alone. Godliness 
is the fruit that follows this faith. 

As John Piper explains, “There is 
a world of difference in a marriage 
where the husband doubts the love 
of his wife and labors to earn it, 
and a marriage where the husband 
rests in the certainty of his wife's 
love and takes pains joyfully not to 
live unworthily of it.” In the same 

divine power of God (2Pet 1: 3-4) 
to transform us, and take pains 
not to live unworthily of his love.

We are called to press on in godliness 
towards virtue, knowledge, self-
control, patience, godliness, brotherly 
affection, and love. These attributes 
are not merely dispensable garnish. 
Peter’s warning is clear; whoever lacks 
these things is blind and shortsighted, 
and has forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his old sins (2Pet 1:9). 
The evidence that God’s power is in 
us, through our faith, spurs us on to 
strive toward the qualities of Christ.

Therefore, let us not be lazy in our 
faith and risk drifting away from Christ. 
Let us be encouraged by the word to 

on eternal life (1Tim 6:12), lay aside 
every weight and sin which clings so 
closely, and run with perseverance 

the race set before us (Heb 12:1). For 
the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus (Phil 3:14) is supremely 
precious. As we grow to know Jesus 
and be conformed to his likeness, 
let us be assured that we are called 
to share in the heritance of God’s 
glory and excellence (2Pet 1:10).

// PR AYER

Dear Jesus, we long to grasp the true meaning of 
godliness. We desire to grow and become more 
like you. Help us to persevere and press on to win 
the prize of a inheritance that never fades.

// SONG

By Faith

by Keith & Kristyn Getty

We labor for virtue because God has 
already labored and is at work in us.

 QUESTION !!
How is a Christian to grow 
in godliness?
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God’s perfect character and holy commands are 

revealed to us in his word, which convicts us of our sins 

and assures us of God’s love for us in the gospel. We 

hear God’s word as we gather for corporate worship, as 

we speak the truth in love to one another in the body 

of Christ, and as we personally draw near to God in the 

word and prayer.

REFERENCE  Psalm 119:11, 1 Timothy 4:13-16

If you were offered money for 
every verse you memorized, how 
many verses could you do? God 
says his words are “more desirable 

gold; sweeter also than honey and 
the drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover, by them thy servant is 
warned; in keeping them there is 
great reward” (Ps 19:10-11). God’s 
word is far more valuable than money. 
Do you believe that to be true?

God designed faith to grow as it 
feeds on the promises of scripture. 
Proverbs 22:18–19 says “It will be 
pleasant if you keep them within you, 
that they may be ready on your lips. 
So that your trust may be in the Lord, 
I have taught you today, even you.” 
God’s word was intended to convict 
us of our sins, increase our trust in 
him, and assure us of his love for us. 

Yet having spiritual eyes to see God’s 
glory is a gift of God. No one naturally 
hungers for and delights in God’s 
word. We are to pray like the psalmist, 
for God to open our eyes to see the 
wonderful things in his word. If we 
ask, he will be faithful to answer our 
prayer. God’s word is so important 
that in Jesus’ prayer for his disciples, 

truth that is his word (John 17:17).

Psalm 119:11 presents to us one of 
the key ways to keep from sinning: “I 
have stored up your word in my heart, 
that I might not sin against you.” If we 
treasure God’s word in our hearts, we 
will learn ways to keep from sinning. If 
we taste to see that his word is sweet 
(Ps 119:18), we will delight in God’s 

// PR AYER

Dear Lord, give us eyes to see that your word 
is a great treasure. Increase in us the desires 
to meditate on it day and night, and sing of its 
value unto all generations. 

// SONG

by Brian Doerksen

The more  
we meditate on 

his word,  
the more our 

faith increases.

 QUESTION !$
How does a Christian grow in 
their knowledge of God and 
understanding of their own sin?
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You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not 

make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in 

heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters 

below – you shall not bow down to them or worship 

them. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your 

God. Remember the sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honour your father and mother. You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You 

shall not give false testimony. You shall not covet.

REFERENCE  Exodus 20:1-17

God gave the Ten Commandments to 
the Israelites because he wanted to 
teach them to live holy lives. For many 
Christians, however, we often perceive 
them as something negative. Though 
we know that holiness is a good thing 
because God is holy, we still think of it 
as withholding or denying ourselves. 
Indeed, eight of the commandments 
begin with “You shall not…”

God introduces the Ten 
Commandments with a call to 
remember who he is: "I am the Lord 
your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage.” It prompts the Israelites 
to remember that he lovingly and 
mercifully led them out of Egypt. He is 
now asking them to trust him and look 
to no other god for help. Likewise, 
the Ten Commandments are meant 
to remind us of God’s love and mercy 

the law and is the perfect substitute 
for our sin. This is a reminder that he 
is trustworthy. He has done what we 
could not have done for ourselves.

The law of Moses shows the Israelites 
how they should live if they believed 
their security is in God. You don’t 
steal, lie, or abuse others if you trust 
God. Disobeying the law comes 
from disbelieving God. The root of 
sin is a lack of trust that God’s ways 

are better. In contrast, obeying the 
law is not a way to earn God’s favor, 
but to demonstrates faith in him.

The Ten Commandments are a 
sign of mercy. They exist to point 
out how deeply sin is rooted in 
our hearts (Rom 7:15-18) and how 
serious its consequences are (Col 
3:5-6), so that we understand how 
desperately we need our savior.  

// PR AYER

Dear Jesus, we are aware of how often we fail to 
keep your commandments. Forgive us and show 

and obey.

// SONG

You Stand Alone

by Neil DeGraide, George Romanacce and  
Dale Bischof  

When we truly see  
the beauty of Jesus 
and our inability to 
save ourselves,  
we will grow to love 
and obey him more.

 QUESTION !%
What is the law of God stated in 
the Ten Commandments?
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teaching us about how we love God. The second 

has six commandments teaching us how we love 

our neighbour.

REFERENCE  Matthew 22:37-40

The Ten Commandments can be 
summarised into two simple yet 
multifaceted ideas: We are called 

our neighbour as ourselves. 

If we love God, we will love others 
better. Jesus is explicit in the order 
of this command. If we truly love 

naturally follow. Jesus also tells us 
how we are to love God: With all 
our heart, with all our soul, and with 
all our might. There is no room for 
divided affections. There is one 
God who is supremely valuable and 
precious, and we are to love with 
total loyalty. This command demands 
wholehearted and life-encompassing 
commitment. In return, our love for 
God affects the way we love others.

Apostle John warns us that “he who 
does not love his brother whom he 
has seen cannot love God whom he 
has not seen” (1Jn 4:20). Love for 
God and others is the outworking 
of authentic, saving faith. And love 
among Christians is the mark of Christ 

in them. Jesus said, “by this, all men 
will know that you are my disciples” 
(John 13:35). In other words, meeting 
the needs of the brethren is more 
important than success and owning 
things. God calls us to be like him 
toward all. He is by nature giving, 
caring, helping, supporting, and 

our faith in the one true gospel.

The Christian life is a supernatural 
life. It cannot be activated by human 
effort. Living a life of love is humbling. 
Just like Christ emptied himself for us 
(Phil 2:7), we are to empty ourselves 
for others. Left to our own devices, we 
cannot love. But praise be to God, he 
has given us a new heart so that all 
we do is done in love (1Cor 16:14).

// PR AYER

Dear Lord, help us to grasp the depth of love we 
have received in Christ. Teach us to love you with 
all we have, then to love others like we  
love ourselves.

// SONG

As You Go

by Mark Altrogge 

The most loving 
thing we can do 
for others is to 
love God more. 

 QUESTION !&
How are the  
Ten Commandments divided?
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That I sincerely acknowledge the only true God, trust 

him alone, look to him for every good thing, love him, 

fear him and honour him with all my heart. In short, 

that I give up anything rather than go against his will 

in any way.

REFERENCE  Deuteronomy 5:6-7

The Lord is described in the Bible as 

(Deut 4:24). He is a holy God who 
cannot stand a trace of sin and will 
execute vengeance upon all who 
oppose him (Ps 5:4-5; Nah 1:2). He 
will not allow his glory to be given 
to another (Isa 42:8). However, is not 
idolatry the very thing we are guilty 
of? Since the fall of man, mankind 
has robbed God of his honour and 
glory through sin and rebellion (Gen 
6:5). This is the very essence of sin: 
Anything that does not render to 
God the honour due to him alone.

This is the problem with mankind.  
We have “exchanged the glory 
of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things” (Rom 
1:23). And like Eve, we have found 
sin more delightful in our sight than 
God himself (Gen 3:6). We were 

“separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth of Israel 
and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world” (Eph 2:12), all 
because of our rebellion against God.

But out of his rich mercy and love, 
God sent his son Jesus Christ into the 

on the cross for all our sins against 
God. At the cross, the Judge himself 

was hung in our place. However, Jesus 
rose again on the third day, making 
our eternal salvation certain in him. 
This means that all of us whom God 
has called from death to life can 

through the work of the Holy Spirit.

Let us concentrate all our thoughts, 
our lives, and our intellects upon the 
Lord, for he is our creator and saviour. 
Through him we are now called sons 
of God, and are called to worship 
and be wholly devoted to him. 

// PR AYER

O Lord, help us to turn away from evil and toward 
you as our greatest good and our source of life 
and peace. Lead us to ever depend on you for all 
things, and to worship you only.

// SONG

You’re Worthy of My Praise

by David Ruis

He alone is worthy 
of all our adoration!

 QUESTION !'
What does God require in 
the first commandment?
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That we in no way make any image of God, nor 

worship him in any other way than as he has 

commanded in his word.

REFERENCE  Deuteronomy 5:8-10

In Deuteronomy 4, God reminded 
the Israelites to take heed of 
themselves lest they fall into making 
any images of God and commit 
idolatry against him (Deut 4:15-
19). God has revealed himself as 
invisible (Col 1:15; 1Tim 1:17) and 
as a spirit (John 4:24). Wouldn’t you 

never seen your father claims to 
have drawn an accurate portraint of 
him? In a similar way, God himself 
is offended when we dare depict 
him in any form of imagery.

But this is the very thing that we 
do, exchanging “the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and animals 
and creeping things… and worshiped 
and served the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever! Amen.” (Rom 1:23, 25) This 
is described as sin and vanity before 
God because he alone is God and 
worthy of all worship (Isa 44:6-20).

However, out of the love of God for 
us, he sent Christ Jesus to suffer, die, 
and rise again to redeem us from this 
present evil age into the kingdom 
of the Son, that we may become the 
sons of God (John 1:12-13; Gal 1:4; 
Col 1:13). In Christ, we are delivered 

from the vanity of false worship that 
is not based on his word. We can 
walk in his statutes, having been 
given new hearts and the indwelling 
presence of the Spirit (Eze 36:25-27).

Therefore, let us strive to present 

and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship,” and to be 
transformed by the renewal of the 
mind, that we may know the good, 
acceptable and perfect will of God 
(Rom 12:1-2). As this happens, we 
become the true worshippers whom 
the Father seeks, those who worship 
in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24).

// PR AYER

We praise you O God, in showing us who you 
are and what you desire of us through your 
word. Deliver us from idols and all forms of false 
worship so that we may worship you in spirit  
and truth.

// SONG

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

by Walter C. Smith

 QUESTION !(
What does God require in the 
second commandment?
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That we neither blaspheme nor misuse the name of 

God, but rather that we use the holy name of God 

only with reverence and awe, so that we may properly 

confess him, pray to him and praise him in everything 

we do and say.

REFERENCE  Deuteronomy 5:11

The name of God is the very 
expression of his nature. Although 

perfection, whose essence cannot 
be comprehended by any but 
himself,” he has revealed himself 
to us using names (Ex 3:13-14, 6:2). 
God is so zealous for his name 
that he told Moses that “Whoever 
curses his God shall bear his sin. 
Whoever blasphemes the name 
of the Lord shall surely be put 
to death” (Lev 24:15-16). This is 
because God is perfectly holy (Isa 
6:3) and most glorious (Rom 11:36).

In our culture today, this is something 
so common that hardly anyone blinks 
when the name of God or Jesus 
is used as swear words. The third 
commandment is not limited to 
misuse of the name of God. It also 
includes cursing others, (Jas 3:6-12) 
failing to keep the promises we make, 
and making oaths over trivial things. 
Although we knew God, we did not 
honour him as God or give thanks 
to him, which led us to sin against 
him, including taking his name in vain 
(Rom 1:21, 28-31). God will not hold 
us guiltless for this (Ex 20:7; Mal 3:5).

But God chose to refrain his anger 
from us (Isa 48:9-11). Instead, he took 
the full weight of the wrath of God 
upon himself in Jesus Christ, being 
wounded and bruised for our offences 
(Isa 53:5-6) so that we may be 
declared right before God (Rom 4:25). 

So let our yes be yes and our no be 
no (Jas 5:12), putting off all forms 
of cursing and revere the name of 
God. May we strive to do so knowing 
that he is worthy of our adoration, 
and that he has graciously made 
us new creatures (Col 3:8-10).

// PR AYER

Your name, O Lord, is holy and wonderful. Help 

anything that will lead us to defame your great 
name, so that we may love and honour you in all 
that we do.

// SONG

Your Name

by Paul Baloche

Taking the name of the Lord in 
vain in Hebrew means to empty 
the worth of his name.

 QUESTION $)
What is God’s will for us in the 
third commandment?
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That we daily rest in Christ and gather weekly with his 

people for corporate worship, and so anticipate the 

eternal sabbath.

REFERENCE  Deuteronomy 5:12-15

Under the old covenant, the Israelites 
kept the sabbath on the seventh day 
of the week because God created 
heaven and earth in six days and 
rested on the seventh (Ex 20:8-11), 
and he rescued Israel from slavery 
in Egypt (Deut 5:12-15). Under the 
new covenant, Christians no longer 
keep the sabbath on the seventh 

as the “Lord’s Day” (Rev 1:10).

This is not merely a transfer of 

sabbath rest command is found in 
Jesus himself. The observation of 
sabbath points to the ultimate rest 
we will enjoy with him. For now, we 
get a glimpse of that rest through 
ceasing in labour one day a week and 
worshipping God with his people.  

But because of our sin, we have 
become those who hate God and do 
not want to acknowledge him (Rom 
1:28-30), disregarding the sabbath 

and caring only about our pursuits. 
We become restless and sorrowful 
because the sabbath was made for 
us (Mark 2:27) and we were made 
to rest and delight in God alone.

Despite the misery of sin that we 
brought upon ourselves, God has 
ordained to save a people who will 
love him and his ways. Indeed, those 
who repent of their sins and trust in 
Christ alone for their salvation can 

“for whoever has entered God's 
rest has also rested from his works 
as God did from his” (Heb 4:10).

 “Let us therefore strive to enter 
that rest, so that no one may fall 
by the same sort of disobedience” 
(Heb 4:11). As we rest on the 
sabbath and consider what God 
has done through his word, let 
us also not neglect gathering 
together and looking forward to 
the eternal sabbath in heaven.

// PR AYER

O Lord, our hearts are made to worship you.  

to meditate upon your word daily, that we may 
look toward the eternal rest in you.

// SONG

We Sing 

by Joel Sczebel, Pat Sczebel, Todd Twining 

 QUESTION $*
What is God’s will for us in the 
fourth commandment?

Because we 
bear the image 
of God, we are 

called to follow 
him by resting 
on the sabbath 
and devoting it 

to God.
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That we love and honour our mother and father, 

submitting to their authority and discipline whilst being 

patient with their failings.

REFERENCE  Deuteronomy 5:16

When children are born into the 
world, they are subject to the 
authority of their mothers and 
fathers. In the workplace, employees 
are subject to the authority of their 
employers. Citizens of a country 
are subject to the state. And for 
church members, to their elders.

God is the absolute sovereign 
authority over all creation and 
earthly powers, for they derive their 
authority from him (Rom 13:1-2). 
Even when Pontius Pilate sentenced 

that Pilate’s authority was given 
to him by God (John 19:10-11).

This began when Adam and Eve 
disobeyed his commands and sought 
autonomy in Genesis 3. Because of 
this, we have also become people 
who disobey parents and reject other 
forms of God-ordained authority 
(Rom 1:30; Tit 3:3). Even when we 
obey, we do so grudgingly and 
not out of genuine love for God.

Although there is nothing we can 
do to become right with God, he 
chose to intervene by taking on 

doing so, we who were once haters 
of God now become those who 
love him and others joyfully. This 
includes honouring and submitting 
to those who have authority over us.

Now that we have been changed, 
let us strive to subject ourselves 
to authority. This is done “not 
only to avoid God's wrath but also 
for the sake of conscience” (Rom 
13:5); for children to their parents, 
citizens to the state, employees 
to their employers, and so on (Tit 
3:1; Eph 6:1, 5). We do this out of 
thankfulness for God has reconciled 
us to himself and with one another.

// PR AYER

You alone, O Lord, are the supreme authority  
over all creation. Help us to honour those in 
authority and submit to them joyfully, knowing 
that you are sovereign over them, and that we live 
for your glory.

// SONG

Jesus, There’s No One Like You

by Sovereign Grace

We have a natural 
inclination to hate 
authority because 
humanity has 
rejected God.

 QUESTION $"
What is God’s will for us in the 
fifth commandment?
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That we do not belittle, insult, hate or kill our 

neighbour, whether by thoughts, words, look or 

gesture, and certainly not by actual deeds, nor be 

party to this in others, and to put away all desire for 

revenge. We are not to harm or recklessly endanger 

ourselves either.

REFERENCE  Deuteronomy 5:17, Matthew 5:21-22

In our times, abortions are often 
advocated as acceptable. Unborn 
babies, lives that God created, are 
killed in clinics around the world. 
We condemn the genocide of Jews 
that occurred during the Holocaust 
under the regime of Adolf Hitler. 
Do we feel we are better than 

“those people”, not having taken 
the life of another with our own 
hands? This is sadly not the case.

Jesus declares that “everyone who is 
angry with his brother will be liable 
to judgment; whoever insults his 
brother will be liable to the council; 
and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will 

(Matt 
5:22). The apostle John wrote that 

“everyone who hates his brother is 
a murderer” (1Jn 3:15). This means 
that all forms of malice and hurtful 
intentions against another person is 
tantamount to murder. Surely we are 
guilty of these things? “For all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God” (Rom 3:23), and the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven upon 
all mankind (Rom 1:18; Eph 2:1-3). 

“But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ” (Eph 
2:4-5). This is the wonderful news of 
Christianity! Sinners who by nature are 

to God and to each other in love. 

(1Jn 4:19).

 Let us be encouraged by the words 
of the apostle Paul to the church 
of Ephesus: “Let all bitterness 
and wrath and anger and clamour 
and slander be put away from 
you, along with all malice. Be kind 
to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you” (Eph 4:31-32).

// PR AYER

O Lord, you have called us from darkness to your 
marvellous light. Give us the grace to walk worthy 

mankind, for the glory of your holy name.

// SONG

How Marvelous

by Charles Gabriel 

 QUESTION $#
What is God’s will for us in the 
sixth commandment?

The sins of the 
world are not 

perpetrated by 
other people, but 

by ourselves.
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That we abstain from all sexual immorality and live 

purely and faithfully, whether in marriage or in single 

life, avoiding all impure actions, looks, words, thoughts 

or desires and whatever might lead to them.

REFERENCE  Deuteronomy 5:18, Matthew 5:24-25

We live in a world that is very 
sexualised. Biblical sexual ethics 
are frowned upon, pornography is 

is growing. But sexual immorality 
is not limited to outward, overt 
acts. It also includes the thoughts 
and inclinations of the heart. Jesus 
said that a mere gaze at a woman 
with lustful intentions is already 
counted as adultery (Matt 5:24-25).

Augustine of Hippo admitted in 
“Confessions” to struggling with 
sexual sin. “For it was my sin, that not 
in him [God], but in his creatures—
myself and others—I sought for 
pleasures, sublimities, truths, and 
so fell headlong into sorrows, 
confusions, errors.” Augustine 
speaks for all of us. We were made 

but we have turned away from him 
and “sought out many inventions” 
(Ecc 7:29). We seek pleasure in 
creation, including sex, instead of 
the Creator himself. This results 
in committing God-hating sexual 
offences (Rom 1:24, 26-31), which 
will only lead to sorrow (Prov 5:4-5).

But despite our sexual brokenness, 
God chose to intervene through the 
death and resurrection of Christ. By 
the grace of God, we become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life 
and are given new hearts and desires 
to love God (Jer 32:38-40; Tit 3:3-7). 
This gives us hope of restoration for 
sexually broken sinners to be made 

from sexual immorality (1Thess 4:3, 7).

Therefore, “let us press on to know 
the Lord” (Hos 6:3), “for you were 
bought with a price. So glorify God 
in your body” (1Cor 6:20). As we 
do so, our lives will become shaped 
by the mercy of God, and we can 
put our sexual affections in their 
proper place under his authority.

// PR AYER

O Lord, nothing but the blood of Jesus can wash 
away all our impurity and sin. Help us to see daily 
that our true happiness is in you alone, that we 

purity.

// SONG

Jesus Paid it All 

 QUESTION $!
What is God’s will for us in the 
seventh commandment?
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That we do not take without permission that which 

belongs to someone else, nor withhold any good from 

REFERENCE  Deuteronomy 5:19

But is the commandment only 
limited to the theft of goods? No. 
The commandment also applies 
to withholding or refusing to give 
what is due. We are called to love 
our neighbours as ourselves (Matt 
22:39), so by withholding love, we 
display hatred towards them and 
ultimately to God (1Jn 3:14-17, 4:8).

We rarely need to be taught to 
look after our own interests. But 
scripture teaches us that the needs 
of others should be considered 
with equal importance. To overlook 
this aspect of the commandment 
and deny love to others is equal to 
breaking the commandment itself. 

People are thieves by nature. 

we sin, we claim audaciously to know 
better than God and rob him of the 
glory that he deserves. We give glory 
to ourselves and to creation instead 
of God, who alone is worthy (Rom 
1:21-25). Since God has declared that 
he will not let his glory be given to 
another, the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all mankind (Isa 
42:8, 48:11; Nah 1:2; Rom 1:18).

But God, for the sake of his own glory, 
chose to save a people for himself (Isa 
43:6-7; Eph 1:4-6). He has done this 
by sending the Son of God. Through 
him, sin is defeated. What does this 
mean for us? This means we can no 
longer live lives that rob God and one 
another, but rather give him the glory.

Let us no longer steal, but work 
diligently and not grow weary in doing 
good to others and promoting their 
good in love (Eph 4:28; 2Thess 3:13). 
God did not withhold his goodness in 
Christ from us despite our wickedness 
(Rom 8:32), and he will care for his 
people in all things (Isa 46:4; 1Pet 5:7).

// PR AYER

O Lord, we are grateful for all that you have done 
for us in Christ. May your goodness and abundant 
generosity lead us to love you more, to promote 
the good of our neighbours, and not withhold 
anything good from them.

// SONG

Enough

by Chris Tomlin 

We often assume that the eighth 
commandment only applies to taking 
something that does not belong to us. 

 QUESTION $$
What is God’s will for us in the 
eighth commandment?
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That we never give false testimony against anyone, 

twist another’s words, gossip or slander, nor join in 

condemning anyone without a hearing or without just 

cause. We should speak the truth in love, candidly 

and openly acknowledging it.

REFERENCE  Deuteronomy 5:20

The ninth commandment teaches us to 
not lie or deceive anyone for the sake 
of self-gain. It also demands that we 
speak only the truth in all things out of 
love. This is because God is the God of 
truth (Num 23:19; Isa 65:16; Tit 1:2; 1Jn 
5:6). Since we are made in the image of 
God, we are also called to display his 
character, including his truthfulness.

This is something we have failed to 
do. Because of the fall of mankind, 
we have become liars by nature (Ps 
116:1; Jer 9:5)
(Gen 6:5; Jer 17:9). Even when we do 
speak the truth, it may not be out of 
genuine love and faith (Rom 14:23; 
Heb 11:6). No matter how small or 
large our sins are, God is holy (Ps 5:4, 
92:15) and he will oppose all evildoers 
in judgement (Mic 5:15; Nah 1:2).

Although all of us deserve death and 
hell because of our sin, God showed 
his love for us in Jesus dying on the 
cross (Rom 5:8; 1Jn 4:10). All those 
who turn away from their sins and 
trust in Jesus will certainly be declared 
righteous before God (Rom 4:24-25) 

and shall escape from the wrath to 
come (1Thess 1:10). We have been 
called from darkness to light (1Pet 2:9), 
where we are now called to worship 
God in spirit and truth (John 4:23-24).

Rather, let’s “love truth and peace” 
(Zech 8:19) and speak the truth in 
love, knowing that God has made 
us new creatures and has made 
us to be members one of another 
(Eph 4:15, 25; Col 3:9-10).

// PR AYER

O God, who alone is truth and knows the hearts 
of all mankind. Deliver us from a lying tongue so 
that we may be faithful in speaking the truth in 
love amidst this passing, evil world.

// SONG

To Tell the Truth

by Sovereign Grace Kids 

 QUESTION $%
What is God’s will for us in the 
ninth commandment?

So let us no 
longer lie to one 
another and live 

in falsehood. 
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That we should be content, not envying anyone or 

resenting what God has given them or us. We should 

not have even the slightest thought or desire contrary 

to any one of God’s commandments.

REFERENCE  Deuteronomy 5:21

getting married, buying a nice house, 
or amassing money. But we will 

we do not have, our dissatisfaction 

hatefulness, and maybe even grave 
offences like theft or murder.

Let’s be honest: We are all guilty of 
these things. Why do we covet the 
possessions of others? Why are we 

because our hearts are not rightly 
ordered. We are made for God and 

we have forsaken him and “sought out 
many inventions” (Ecc 7:29), loving 
the creature supremely over the 
Creator himself (Rom 1:25). We’ve 
become full of envy, hating God and 
one another, and slaves to passions 
and pleasures (Rom 1:29-30; Tit 3:3).

Although we deserve judgement for 
our sins, God chose to defer his anger 
from us (Isa 48:9). Instead, the Son 
of God bore the punishment that we 

deserved (Isa 53:5) so that we may be 
free from the bondage of sin that led 
us to reject God. As a result, we can 
worship God with joy (Ps 92:1-5) and 

lot, because Christ is the true source 
of contentment and joy (Phil 4:11-13).

Let us strive to walk in love for one 
another (Eph 5:2)
form of covetousness (Eph 5:3; Heb 
13:5), seek heavenly things (Col 
3:1-2), and rest contented in him 
alone. For Christ is our life, and our 
lives are hidden with him in God (Col 
3:3-4). He has “loved us and gave 
himself up for us, a fragrant offering 

(Eph 5:2).

// PR AYER

O Lord, all that we need is found in you alone. 

our gaze on Christ and not on the things of this 
world. We do not desire anything that is contrary 
to your most perfect will.

// SONG

Be Thou My Vision

by Eleanor H. Hull 

 QUESTION $&
What is God’s will for us in the 
tenth commandment?

We all long for 
true satisfaction 
and joy. 
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Firstly, the law serves to show us our sins and hence 

need for Christ; secondly, it shows us the perfect 

obedience of Christ that God imputes to us by faith; 

and thirdly it reveals God’s holiness to us that we 

might walk in a manner pleasing to him by the power 

of his Spirit.

REFERENCE  Romans 3:19-20

Do you think annual medical checkups 

reported that a 44-year old woman’s 
life was saved when a routine checkup 
detected early stage cervical cancer 
that was curable. Most of us who 
eat well, exercise regularly, and get 
enough sleep may feel we are in good 
health. But checkups are important 
because they reveal information about 
our body that we cannot easily see. 
They give us an accurate, objective 
assessment of where we really stand.

Similarly God’s law reveals the 
spiritual assessment of our souls. It 
reveals to us God’s character, and 
tells us where we stand in relation 
to his holiness. Ultimately, it shows 
us who we really are. People who 
naturally would not seek God or 

spiritual cancer of sin (Rom 3:10-18).  

That is why Jesus’ offer of salvation 
and new life is so crucial. He alone was 
able to completely live up to God’s law. 

Through his death and resurrection, 
he offers eternal life to our dead souls 
if we believe in him. The law shows 
us death but Jesus gives us life. So if 
the law does not kill us anymore, what 
is its purpose for people who have 
crossed over from death to life?

Like an annual medical checkup, the 
law regularly reminds us of our true 
spiritual malaise and consistently 
points us to the source of life, Jesus 
Christ. Furthermore, it reminds us 
of the vastness of God’s love for us 
to transform rebels like us into his 
own children. Let us sincerely thank 
God for what he has done and seek 
to please him with how we live, not 
by striving to the law, but through 

(Rom 12:1-2).

// PR AYER

Lord, would you shine a light into our souls and 
reveal where we are spiritually sick and in need of 
care? We ask that you remove any hardened sin 

gratitude.

// SONG

You Alone Can Rescue

by Matt Redman

 QUESTION $'
Since no one can keep the law 
perfectly, and Christ has fulfilled 
it perfectly on our behalf, what is 
its purpose for us?

The law shows us 
what is wrong with 
us but it cannot fix it.
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In conversion God has taken our hearts of stone and 

his Holy Spirit who dwells within us. By this God works 

in us to will and to act according to his good pleasure.

REFERENCE  Galatians 5:16-18

In a culture obsessed with life hacks 
and self-improvement content, many 
people operate under the assumption 
that life would be better if we simply 
knew how to improve it. Christianity, 
however, is wholly different.

In a way, the gospel isn’t something 
that makes our lives “better”. It doesn’t 
transform us into more successful or 
popular people, nor will it provide 
a set of tips to make our lives run 
smoother. The gospel doesn’t improve 
your life; it gives you a whole new one.

From our natural state as people who 
are dead to God and want nothing to 
do with him, the gospel gives us new 
birth to receive the Holy Spirit and 
the power to live out the implications 
of God’s law. We begin to see life in a 

compelled to live differently.

And this new life in Christ is how we 

our sins and condemn us. Many in the 

lives by pursuing a different career, 

more money. But as Christians, Jesus 
takes away our emptiness by giving 
us himself. Because he lives in us, we 
experience a new power to love our 
neighbour and to lay down our lives to 
follow God. We receive what the world 
longs for but cannot achieve: True 
life in all of its fullness (John 10:10).

// PR AYER

and your Spirit dwelling in us. Would you shape 
and mould us as vessels to be used according to 
your good pleasure?

// SONG

Same Power

by Ben Cantelon

 QUESTION $(
How does God empower us 
to be able to keep his law?

A non-believer once asked a Christian, 
“So tell me, how does Christianity 
improve your life?”
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All who have put their faith in Christ have been given 

the Holy Spirit, and have been sealed with him as a 

guarantee of their inheritance.

REFERENCE  Ephesians 1:13-14

Which is worse: feeling far from 
God or feeling that God is far from 
you? Most Christians will agree 
that at some point in their spiritual 
journey, they’ve had moments of 
feeling separated from God.

How are we to respond to such 
feelings? When faced with such 
struggles, Christians should focus on 
God’s promises. As Christians, we 
have been promised proximity to God. 

close to God. A Christian’s proximity 
to God is not based on our feelings, 
but is on the identity given to us.

The wonderful truth is that a Christian 
is someone who has the Holy Spirit in 
them. As the Holy Spirit is God himself, 
a Christian has God in them. The Bible 
says, “And if anyone does not have the 
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong 
to Christ” (Rom 8:9). Our proximity to 
God is based on a matter of belonging 
and inclusion. If you belong to Christ, 
then you have the Spirit of Christ.

Instead of despairing in moments 
when we feel far from God, let 
us focus on these promises. If we 
belong to him, then he is already in 
us. But God does not only promise 
us his proximity. He also promises 
permanence. We get to have the 
Holy Spirit dwell in us for all eternity. 

// PR AYER

Even when I feel far from you Lord, I know your 
Spirit lives in me. Thank you for being faithful and 
steadfast through my lows and struggles, I know 
my future is secure.

// SONG

Spirit of God

by Dave Fournier and George Romanacce

 QUESTION %)
Who is the Holy Spirit given to?

Our salvation 
and inheritance 
are guaranteed!
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The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin, comforts us, 

guides us into the truth of the gospel, and gives us 

the desire to obey God. He enables us to understand 

God’s word, gives us words to pray, directs our lives to 

glorify Christ, and empowers us with spiritual gifts to 

build up the Church.

REFERENCE  John 16:8-11

What  if Jesus came back to earth 
today, but in an invisible form?

Imagine if he chose to live with you and 
went everywhere with you. Imagine 
him going to work with you, having 
lunch with you, taking the MRT with 
you, and going to the movies with 
you. Imagine Jesus being with you 
while you have your daily devotion. 
Imagine him being there when you sin. 
Imagine him being there when you cry.

For Christians, the presence of Jesus 
is not imaginary but real. We have 
Jesus in the form of the Holy Spirit, 
who is called “the Spirit of Christ” 
(Rom 8:9; 1Pet 1:11) and the “Spirit 
of Jesus” (Acts 16:7; Phil 1:19). Jesus 
is on his throne in heaven (Heb 1:3; 
Col 3:1), but he has promised that 
he is with us on earth. “Surely I am 
with you always” (Matt 28:20) and 

“I will not leave you as orphans; I 
will come to you” (John 14:18). 

Having the Holy Spirit is powerful. 
He is the Counsellor and “will teach 
[us] all things and will remind [us] of 
everything [Jesus has] said” (John 
14:26). Jesus says that the Holy 
Spirit “will bring glory to [Him] by 
taking from what is [His] and making 
it known to [us]” (John 16:14).

With Jesus present in our lives through 
the Spirit, we are comforted, guided, 

company through all our seasons in life.

// PR AYER

Dear Lord, thank you for the Holy Spirit dwelling 
among us, walking with me through the daily 
challenges of life. We desire for our lives be 
conformed to your will, that we may glorify you 
and build up the body in your name.

// SONG

Our Help

by Sovereign Grace Kids

 QUESTION %*
How does the Holy Spirit help us?

We have Jesus  
on earth because 
we have the  
Holy Spirit.
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and abide in God by remaining in his word and his 

love, as well as the fellowship of his body, the Church. 

Furthermore, we are to not grieve the Spirit nor quench 

REFERENCE  
Galatians 5:16-17, Ephesians 4:30, 1 Thessalonians 5:19

How is your relationship with 
the Holy Spirit? Do you have 
a friendship with him?

The Bible encourages Christians to 
fellowship with the Holy Spirit (2Cor 
13:14). This is out of  God’s desire 
to have a personal relationship with 
us through the Holy Spirit. Like any 
relationship, the relationship can be 
bruised. We can “grieve the Holy Spirit” 
(Eph 4:30), and “the spirit he caused 
to live in us envies intensely” (Jas 4:5).

Jesus, who never grieved the Holy 
Spirit, saw heaven open “and the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and 
lighting on him (Matt 3:16). Christians 
are instructed to walk with the Holy 
Spirit by keeping in step with him (Gal 
5:24). When we do, we will be known 
by the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22).

The Holy Spirit is also associated with 
(Acts 2:4). We must 

(1Thess 
5:19)
God’s gifts which include the “spirit of 
power, of love and of a sound mind” 
(2Tim 1:6-7). God wants to bless each 
member of the church with gifts which 
are for the common good (1Cor 12:7).

God, gifted, full of good fruit, and 
walking with the Lord are those who 
closely fellowships with the Holy Spirit.

// PR AYER

Lord, help us to build a close and intimate 
relationship with you through the Holy Spirit. We 
thank you for the fellowship we have, and desire 
to walk each day in step with you.

// SONG

Speak O Lord

by Stuart Townend and Keith Getty 

 QUESTION %"
How does God’s word command 
us to relate to the person of the 
Holy Spirit?
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The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness  

and self-control.

REFERENCE  Galatians 5:22-23

Have you ever thought of the Holy 
Spirit as a person? What is he like? 
How does he act? What sort of 
character does he have? But we know 
exactly what he is like: Just think 
about the fruit of the Spirit. He’s 
someone you want to be around!

He’s always loving, ever joyful, 
calmingly peaceful, tirelessly patient, 
generously kind, the epitome of good, 

and above all, safe and controlled to 

with excellent and unlimited fruit — 
all to be shared and received.

And when he speaks, his voice is 

His words speak love to us, and brings 
joy and peace to our hearts. Even when 
we sin, he is patient and reciprocates 
with kindness. When we need advice 
he gives us wisdom. When we are 
anxious, he is reassuring. When we 
are upset he is gentle and tender. 
That’s what God’s voice sounds like.

If this is who the Holy Spirit is, and 
if this is how he speaks to us, then 
shouldn’t we give him control over our 
lives in entirety? As a Christian, you 
have full access to the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit. The more you know him, the 
more like him you will become. The 
deeper you experience him, the more 
your own character will change.

// PR AYER

Father, we praise you for you are the origin of 
all the good and wonderful things we see in the 
fruit of the Spirit. Thank you for showing us how 
glorious you are! Help us each day to become 
more like you.

// SONG

Holy Spirit Living Breath of God 

by Stuart Townend and Keith Getty 

 QUESTION %+
What is the fruit that the Spirit 
brings about in our lives?

If you bear his fruit,  
you will give people 
around you a taste  

of Eden.
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The gifts of the Holy Spirit are the gifts given to us by 

God for the building up of his Church. Amongst many 

others, these gifts include wisdom, faith, knowledge, 

healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment of spirits, 

tongues, and interpretation of tongues.

REFERENCE  Ephesians 4:8-13, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

Every child loves Christmas, 
particularly the presents under the 
tree. Imagine if a little boy opens 
a gift with his name on it, only to 
discover a note from the giver saying, 

“Please give this to your sister!” And 
imagine the sister unwrapping a 
gift of her own, with instructions to 
give it to her brother in return.

In God’s church, this is how 
gifts are given and received. 

“To each is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good” (1Cor 
12:7). Therefore, gifts are given for the 
good of the whole body of believers.

Perhaps Person A needs wise counsel 
or advice? The Holy Spirit can equip 
Person B to be such a counsellor for A.

Does Person C need deep 
encouragement? The Holy Spirit 
can prompt Person D to seek out 
and give some timely words to C.

What about brothers or sisters who 
need healing? Or those in need of 
reconciliation? They too, can be 

ministered to by the Holy Spirit 
through others who can pass on 
these gifts with profound effect.

It is true that it is more blessed to 
give than to receive. Christianity is a 
team sport. We as members of the 
body receive life-giving gifts for the 
sole purpose of passing them on to 
others who God wants to bless.

// PR AYER

We have received so much from you Lord. Thank 
you for gifting us with skills and abilities that are 
unique to each person. Help us to use these gifts 
to serve and love the church so that we may build 
up one another.

// SONG

O Church Arise

by Stuart Townend

 QUESTION %,
What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
and why are they given to us?

Gifts from the Holy Spirit are not for  
self-indulgence. These gifts are meant  
for blessing others, and are designed  
to be passed on. 
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The gifts of the Spirit are to be used in love. This 

means to use them in an orderly way for the building 

up of the Church. All supposed manifestations of 

the Spirit should be tested and only those which are 

genuine and edifying should be held to.

REFERENCE  1 Corinthians 12:4-7

Churches should never be a 
competitive environment. If everyone 
in church has God’s blessings and 
approval, what are we competing for?

Sadly, it is all too human for us to 
compare. In churches, brothers and 
sisters may at times jostle against 
one another, trying to make themself 
more important than someone 
else. We compare our spiritual 
giftings and achievements. 

The Bible has a much different 
approach. If you had to choose 
between being loving and being 
gifted, the Bible says you should 
always choose to be loving. Every 
time. In fact, if you choose to be gifted 
rather than loving, the Bible has some 
sobering words to say. “If I speak in the 
tongues of angels… if I have prophetic 
powers… if I have all faith… but have 
not love, I am nothing” (1Cor 13:1-2).

Fortunately, we are not faced with 
the stark choice between being 
gifted or being loving. The Bible 
describes Christians as being gifted 
AND loving. It is possible to be 
both, in fact we are commanded to 
be both. “Pursue love and earnestly 
desire the spiritual gifts” (1Cor 14:1).

In other words, we should 
simultaneously pursue love and choose 
to be a channel of the Holy Spirit’s gifts. 
Gifts and love are not antithetical.

The Greek word for gifts of the Holy 
Spirit is translated literally as “a gift of 
grace”. If so, it stands to reason that 
the most gifted person is also the most 
gracious person. The use of any gift 
of the Holy Spirit should to be done 
in the most loving and gracious way.

// PR AYER

Lord, forgive us in our human tendencies to 
be self-centred and self-important. Help us to 
see that every gift you’ve given us is a channel 
of blessing to someone else. We want to be 
obedient and gracious in using what you’ve given 
to us.

// SONG

Come People of the Risen King 

by Stuart Townend and Keith Getty 

 QUESTION %-
How are the gifts of the Spirit 
to be used?

We fall into 
evaluating one 
another according 
to our own 
standards of 
spirituality.
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With diligence, preparation, and prayer for the Spirit 

to open the eyes of our heart as we read it, so that 

we may accept it with faith, store it in our hearts, and 

practice it in our lives.

REFERENCE  2 Timothy 3:16-17

It is reported that 2.5 billion copies 
of the Bible were printed worldwide 

swelled to 6 billion by the year 
1992. Even without considering 
the number of online versions 
available, it is clear that the Bible 
has never been more accessible.

But even with such access, HOW 
are we to read the Bible? First, the 
Bible is true. Jesus says, “Your Word 
is Truth” (John 17:17). Second, the 
truth is a person, and that is unique 
to Christianity. As much as the truth 
is a doctrine, it ultimately manifests 
itself in the person of Jesus. He says, 

“I am… the truth” (John 14:6). As as a 
person, Jesus is interchangeable with 
God’s word. “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God” (John 1:1).

This means that the best possible way 
to read the Bible is to meet Jesus in 
its pages. Unfortunately, this point 
can be missed even by the most 
ardent believers. Jesus addressed a 
group of Bible-readers once, saying 

“You diligently study the scriptures 
because you think that by them you 
possess eternal life. These are the 
scriptures that testify about me, yet 
you refuse to come to me to have 
life” (John 5:39-40). These people 
studied the doctrine of truth, yet 
failed to come to Jesus himself.

Jesus inhabits the Bible. The Bible 
is a story about him. It is written by 
the Father so that we might come 
to know him through Jesus. Each 
opportunity to read the Bible is a 
chance to experience God in some 
way. Let us make every effort to 
come to the scriptures often.

// PR AYER

Dear Lord, would you open our hearts so that your 
words may enter and take hold in our lives? We 
ask that the scriptures may not only be read and 
heard, but that it would be practiced by all who 
call upon your name.

// SONG

Every Promise of Your Word

by Keith and Kristyn Getty

 QUESTION %%
How is the word of God to be 
read and heard?

And when you do, 
come to encounter 
Jesus himself.



51
  |

// DEVOTION

G
RA

TI
TU

D
E 

/ 
SA

N
TI

FI
C

AT
IO

N

ANSWER

No, we are rather urged by God to seek him in prayer, 

and make requests of him in accordance with his will.

REFERENCE  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Do you believe that your prayers 
to God make a difference?

On 10 May, 1930 during the World War 
II, the British found themselves utterly 
outmaneuvered with the prospect of 
facing total annihilation after Germany 
unleashed a military onslaught at 
the beaches of Dunkirk. However, 
instead of announcing the capture 
or death of a third of a million, Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill managed to 
evacuate 198,000 British troops. How?

On 23 May, King George VI 
requested for a National Day of 
Prayer where the country committed 
the situation to God. And through 
their intercession, German tanks 
and soldiers stood idle while the 
evacuation took place with weather 
conditions expediting the process. By 
the time the German army renewed 
its attack, over 338,000 French, 
Belgian, Dutch, and Polish soldiers 
escaped with many of them returning 
four years later to liberate Europe.

Although we know that God is 
sovereign, the events of Dunkirk 
and instances in the Bible remind 
us that our prayers do matter. 

Are you facing an impossible situation 
in your life? Jesus urges us to ask 
God for help. For God is not just an 
all powerful God but is our heavenly 
Father who will give us good things 
if we only ask him (Matt 7:7-11).

Because God listens to us, we should 
not be fatalistic or passive towards 
prayer. Instead, we should pray 
without ceasing (1Thess 5:16-18) 
and believe that our prayers make 
a real difference in our community 
and our own circumstances. Let us 
press in today and pray to our Father 
in heaven, for he seeks to give his 
children good things when we ask him.

// PR AYER

Father, we know you are listening to our prayers. 
We praise you for your sovereignty and for 
your desire to give us good things. Help us to 

// SONG

I Need Thee Every Hour

by Annie S Hawks

 QUESTION %.
Should the comfort we derive from 
God’s sovereignty lead to any form 
of fatalism or passivity before God?

God not only listens to 
his children but also 
acts on their prayers 
when they intercede. 
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We pray because we are God’s children and prayer 

is one way to express our thankfulness towards and 

dependence upon our heavenly Father, both of which 

he requires of us. God promises to hear our prayers 

and to respond to them in accordance with his will.

REFERENCE  Psalm 62:8, 1 John 5:14

“Prayer is not the overcoming 
God’s reluctance... it is laying 
hold of his highest willingness.” 

-Archbishop Richard Trench.

But very often many of us are too busy 

caught in the “tyranny of the urgent”, 
where countless demands suck up 
our limited time and energy. Don’t 
we often wish there were 30-hour 
days instead to get more done?

But our Lord Jesus Christ did not live 
like this. Even though he was tasked 
with the most important mission of 
the world, apostle Mark observed that 
Jesus regularly began his day in prayer. 
It was this prayerful attitude, this 
absolute dependence on the Father 
that made Jesus’ life and ministry so 
powerful. Even though Jesus’ earthly 
ministry lasted just over three years, its 
effects continues to bear fruit today.

God longs to have the same oneness 
with us, and that is why we pray. We 
pray because we are his children and 
it is the primary way we connect with 
him. We pray because, like Jesus, we 
are utterly dependant on him for our 
daily needs. We pray because our 
Father in heaven longs to give us good 
gifts, if only we will ask (Matt 7:7-11).

God longs to answer your prayers. 
So lift up your cares and concerns 
to him today, and watch him reveal 
his power and love in your life.

// PR AYER

Father, we are so thankful to be given the 
blessing of prayer. We want to come before you 
with our cares and burdens, but also with our joy 
and delight. Help us understand that prayer is 
powerful.

// SONG

I Asked the Lord That I Might Grow

by John Newton

 QUESTION %'
Why should we pray?

God longs 
to answer 
our prayers.
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With love, perseverance, gratefulness, and expectancy; 

in humble submission to God’s will, knowing that, for 

the sake of Christ, he always hears our prayers. We 

should also pray in faith, without doubting.

REFERENCE  Philippians 4:6

Jesus taught his disciples to expect 
God to answer their prayers, and to 
persevere even if they did not get 
an immediate answer. In Luke 18:1-
8, Jesus shares the parable of the 
widow who brought her petitions to 
an unrighteous judge. She manages 
to persuade him to grant her justice 
through sheer persistence. He further 
writes that God expects his children 
to “cry to him day and night” and will 
not delay to answer their prayers.

But Luke presents a sobering 
questions in verse 8, asking “...when 

faith on earth?” How would Jesus 
regard your faith in prayer today?

And the encouragement is that God 
listens to us not because of what we do 
or who we are. He listens to us because 
of who Jesus is and what he has done 
on our behalf. Because Jesus paid for 

our sins and has reconciled us to the 
Father, we can be assured that God will 
listen to our prayers for his son’s sake.

This is good news because Jesus 
himself makes Luke 18 possible for 
us. He has bridged the gap between 
God and us, and encourages to live 

with our prayers. Are there things that 
are weighing you down? Do you feel 
troubled or heavy laden? Cast your 
cares to God today because he cares 
for you and he will act (1Pet 5:7).

// PR AYER

Lord, may we come to you with faith that you 
will hear and answer our prayers. Help us to be 

// SONG

A Christian’s Daily Prayer

by Matthew Merker, Dave Fournier, Jordan 

 QUESTION %/
What attitude should we pray with?

Jesus teaches us 
to pray to God 
with expectation, 
perseverance, 
and faith.
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We should pray for God’s glory to be seen, his 

kingdom to come, for all of his people, as well as for 

everything we need, spiritually and physically, as laid 

out in the prayer that Christ himself taught us.

REFERENCE  Matthew 6:9-13

Jesus teaches us to pray 
like this (Matt 6:9-13):

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.” 

Jesus’ foremost desire was for his 
Father. He begins his prayer for God’s 
name be made holy. And before he 
asks for his own daily bread, he asks 
for God’s kingdom to come and his 
will to be done on earth. Jesus prays 
this way because he knows who he 

out of our primary identity and the 
desires attached to it. And because 
of what Jesus did for us on the cross, 
God sees us the same as Jesus: 
children of God (John 1:12-13).

To pray like Jesus, we must remember 
who we are through the gospel. We 
must remember how much God 
loved us, how precious we are to 
him that he gave his only Son to 
rescue us from our sins. For when 

will remember who we truly are.

May God’s will be preeminent in how 
we live, his power give us the strength 
to live out our calling (Eph 4:1-6), 
and his promises provide for all our 

and his righteous (Matt 6:25-34).

// PR AYER

Lord, we belong to you alone. We are called by 
your name, and have been saved through your 
own son. We claim your promises this day, may 
your power be at work in us.

// SONG

Let Your Kingdom Come

 QUESTION &)
What should we pray for?

What do you pray for? Our prayers 
reveal what our hearts long for. 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

REFERENCE  Matthew 6:9-13

Shared with the masses during the 
Sermon on the Mount (Matt 6) and 

followers (Luke 11:1-4), the Lord’s 
Prayer is an example as well as an 
experience. Its value is best realized 
when we engage it in both ways.

We see the priorities of God’s 
heart revealed (Isa 42:8).

We realize how concisely our requests 
can be conveyed (Ecc 5:2).

We learn that through Christ the sacred 
act of prayer is simple, accessible, and 
unpretentious (Matt 6:7, Heb 4:16).

glorify God, welcome the emergence 

communicate our needs. What 

But if we only see the Lord’s Prayer  
as a template, we miss out on the 
divine invitation of an experience.  
At the intersection of man’s humility 
and God’s intentionality, something  
of a mystery unfolds (Matt 6:9).  

We may never write like C.S. Lewis 
or run like Eric Liddell, but the Lord’s 
Prayer offers us the opportunity to pray 
like Jesus. Let’s do so today and always.

// PR AYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 
sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.

// SONG

The Lord’s Prayer

by Shane & Shane

 QUESTION &*
What is the Lord’s prayer?

And all are owed 
to his grace.
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It means that that we, as children adopted through 

Christ, are to address God as our heavenly Father, 

knowing that he is majestic, powerful and loving 

towards us.

REFERENCE  Romans 8:15-17

Thousands of dollars spent on airline 
tickets, application fees, and agency 
requirements. Multiple international 
trips lasting much longer than vacation 
time allows. Twelve long months of 
waiting, hoping, and praying. These 
are fairly standard experiences when 
it comes to the adoption of a child.

Most adopted children have to 
contend with complicated and painful 
personal histories. We would hope 
that the great lengths their adoptive 
parents make to give them a new family 
might help to mitigate their feelings 
of rejection, insecurity, and fear.

Let’s consider the great lengths that 
God took to make us his own. For 
thousands of years, God tirelessly 
worked toward our adoption. He had 
to contend with forces of evil that 
wanted to keep us orphaned and 
enslaved. Although in desperate need 
of a loving father, we too tried to 
hinder his efforts. He gave us laws and 

with us and we broke them. He sent 
prophets and we ignored them.

And Christians are the greatest 
adoption story there ever was. “But 
now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near 
by the blood of Christ” (Eph 2:13).

Many of us carry baggage from our 
earthly fathers. We’ve experienced 
emotional absence, abuse, or 
abandonment, in contrast to the 
loving kindness, protection, and 
guidance that a father should provide. 
Fortunately, we have a Father in heaven 
who wants us to approach him in 
prayer with all our needs, limitations, 
and vulnerabilities. He wants us to 
call him as our own, to enjoy a loving, 
personal, and eternal relationship.

// PR AYER

Thank you for the great lengths you took to 
make me your child. Though I have some 
apprehension about relating to you as a father, I 
am in desperate need of being fathered by you. 
Help me come to you and receive your protection, 
guidance, and love.

// SONG

You made us Your Own

by Steve and Vikki Cook

 QUESTION &"
What does it mean that we are to 
pray to “Our Father in heaven”?

But he persisted. 
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It means that we ask God to help us grasp his holiness, 

and give him the worship and praise that he deserves, 

in order that our lives might be to the praise of his 

glory, never blaspheming him.

REFERENCE  Leviticus 22:32

Names are important. Whether 
we’re registering a new company 
or preparing for the arrival of a new 
baby in the family, a name carries 

this when referring to the name of 
God? Many Jews don’t dare to write 
the name of God, much less speak 
it aloud. Many Christians omit using 
God’s name as “swear words” or 
even typing “OMG” in their texts.

But what does it mean for God’s name 
to be “hallowed”? Are the implications 
really captured by us typing “G-d” 
instead of “God”? Why does Jesus 
say this at the start of this prayer?

When Moses disobeyed God’s 
instructions regarding providing 
water for the people of Israel, his 
transgression was not “believing” 
God, or not “hallowing” his name 
(Num 20:10-12). There is a notable 
link between the concepts of 
believing and hallowing. In Leviticus 
22:31-32 we discover that God’s 
name being hallowed is not only 
linked to his holiness but also 
the holiness of his people.

The implications of God’s name 
being hallowed are two-fold. We are 
to actively believe God regarding 
who he is and what he alone can 
do. And we are to actively believe 
God regarding who WE are and 
what Christ alone has done for 
US. This is the gospel message.

We would believe that we are sinners, 
that he alone can change us, and 
that the provision of Jesus is real.

// PR AYER

I pray for your name to be hallowed. I pray that all 
of humanity would come to believe the truth of 
who you are. I thank you for revealing the gospel 
throughout the entirety of scripture. You are truly 
awesome.

// SONG

He is Our God

 QUESTION &#
What does it mean that we pray 
for God’s name to be hallowed?

A request for God’s 
name to be hallowed is 

a request that we would 
believe he is holy. 
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That we acknowledge our glorious hope of God’s 

coming kingdom, and pray for his rule to be 

established in our hearts and over all the earth. 

REFERENCE  Matthew 6:33, Ephesians 3:17-19

In Biblical times, God’s kingdom 
on earth was the nation of Israel. 
When Jesus prayed, “Your kingdom 
come,” a new manifestation of God’s 
kingdom was about to take place. 
It would be a far-reaching spiritual 
kingdom that would not be of this 
world, but established in the hearts 
of his followers (John 18:36, Luke 
17:21). Those of us in Christ are part of 
this kingdom (Col 1:13). As wonderful 
as it is to be part of God’s present-
day kingdom, believers eagerly 
await the return of Jesus when his 
eternal kingdom will be established 
(Isa 9:7, Luke 1:32-22, Matt 19:28).

Like Jesus, we pray for God’s 
kingdom to come (Matt 6:10). There 
is a dual meaning to our prayer. 
We earnestly desire the next 
manifestation of God’s kingdom, but 
also for the heart of God’s kingdom 
to be realized here and now.

Scripture attest to God’s priorities. 
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is One. You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your might” (Deut 
6:5). Also, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind. This is the 

a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the Law 
and the Prophets” (Matt 22:37-40).

Though we have to patiently wait 
for Jesus to return, we do not 
have to wait to embrace his love 
for us, to love him back, and to 
share the gospel with others.

// PR AYER

My heart rejoices in the priority you place on love. 
Help me know and believe the full measure of 
your love for me, that I may love you back and 
love others well. May your law of love reign on 
earth as it reigns in heaven. 

// SONG

This is Our God

by Doug Plank

 QUESTION &!
What does it mean to ask for 
God’s kingdom to come and 
will to be done?

God’s kingdom is a 
kingdom of love.  
God’s will is done when 
his law of love is obeyed.



67
  |

// DEVOTION

G
RA

TI
TU

D
E 

/ 
SA

N
TI

FI
C

AT
IO

N

ANSWER

That we ask God to take care of all our physical needs 

so that we come to depend on him as the only source 

of everything good that we need. 

REFERENCE  Matthew 6:25-26

Would it mean more freedom 
for us? Less hassle for him?

Imagine an infant who only needs to be 
fed once a day. The thought may sound 
divine for sleep-deprived new parents! 
But when we delve deeper, it’s actually 
a terrible idea. The giving of proper 
nourishment, along with the frequency 
provided, makes feeding time an ideal 
opportunity for bonding between 
parents and babies. If that is taken 
away, the relationship is sure to suffer.

Our daily need for food is a constant 
reminder of our dependence on God. 
That dependence helps to forge a bond 
with him beyond the sustenance of 
food. We need to be fed physically for 
sure, but we also need the sustenance 
offered by the “Bread of Life” and 

“every word that comes from the 
mouth of God” (John 6:35, Matt 4:4).

The world has always praised self-
reliance, but Christians know that all 
praise should belong to God. Our 
neediness is a conduit for God to 
receive the praise he is due. We have 
needs, and we take them to God. He 
provides, and rightly gets the glory. 
As John Piper writes, “That’s the deal 
that keeps us humble and happy and 
keeps him supreme and glorious.”

// PR AYER

Father, you are an incredible provider. Forgive 
my foolish self-reliance and help me come to you 
daily with all my needs. Thank you for satisfying 
my hunger physically and spiritually. May you be 

// SONG

New Doxology

by Gateway Worship

 QUESTION &$
What does it mean to ask God 
for our daily bread?

Do we sometimes think it would be 
better to depend on God less? 
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That we acknowledge our dependence on 

Christ’s blood to forgive our sins, and express our 

understanding of God’s forgiveness to us through our 

forgiveness of those who have sinned against us.

REFERENCE  Matthew 6:14-15, 18:21-22

By asking God to forgive us as we 
forgive others, we are not asking 
God to ONLY forgive us to the 
degree we are able to forgive others. 
We are foremost acknowledging 
that God, through Christ, has 
forgiven our sins (Eph 1:7). 

Many Christians are more attuned 
to who they were as a sinner, rather 
than who they are in Christ (2Cor 
5:16-17). We might be fear-stricken 
that our inability to forgive others 
is going to limit God’s willingness 
to forgive us. Rather, this prayer 
should be received with delight that 
forgiving others is an outworking 
of our new identity (Rom 7:22).

Too often we fail to realize our core 
identity is no longer that of a sinner 
(1Cor 1:2)

place in heaven, but we set aside 
his resurrection power by trying to 

own efforts. Paul’s exhortation to the 
Galatians rings true for us. “Having 
begun by the Spirit, are you now being 

(Gal 3:3).

The forgiveness Christ offers 
is exhaustive (1Jn 1:7). We are 
commanded to forgive others as 
Christ has forgiven us (Eph 4:32).

Do you believe that to be true? Do you 
believe you have the ability to forgive?

// PR AYER

Jesus, I praise you for providing a way for me to 
be forgiven. Thank you for giving me the ability 
to forgive others. Would you help me to release 
forgiveness toward anyone who has wronged me, 
just as you have done for me?

// SONG

Nothing but the Blood

by Matt Redman 

 QUESTION &6
What does it mean to ask God to 
forgive our debts as we forgive 
those who sin against us? We are also 

asserting that all 
believers have the 

ability to forgive 
those who sin 
against them.
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That we hate all forms of evil and temptation, and, 

acknowledging our weakness and dependence upon 

God, ask him to deliver us from both.

REFERENCE  1 Corinthians 10:13

God has no inclination to tempt 
us in any way. James 1:13 clearly 
states, “He himself tempts no 
one.” Rather, he gauges our ability 
to endure and ensures that we are 
not tempted beyond what we can 
handle. God promises to provide 
a way to escape so that we don’t 
fall prey to sin (1Cor 10:13).

know the importance of a good 
escape plan. In life-threatening 
situations, every second counts and 
we need to quickly move from harm’s 
way. The execution of an escape plan 
is largely dependent on knowing 
protocol for various scenarios that 
necessitate the use of the plan.

Can you imagine having an escape plan 
in place for every area of temptation in 
our own lives? The notes section of our 

but contingency plans to deal with 
our propensity to sin across a large 
number of settings. The whole premise 
is depressing and overwhelming.

But praise God that he has a better 
way! He will provide the escape plan. 
All we have to do is look to him and 
see what it is. Rather than navigating 

endless complex scenarios and escape 
plans, we get to do what we love most, 

 (Heb 12:2). 

Throughout redemptive history God 
has always dealt with the problem 
of sin. Today is no exception. 
When you feel tempted, look to 
him for your deliverance. There 
is sure to be mercy waiting.

// PR AYER

Lord, I have no doubt that I will face temptation 
today. But when I do, you will be right there with 
me. Help me to keep my eyes upward and look 
for your provisions of grace.

// SONG

He will Hold Me Fast

by Ada Habershon 

 QUESTION &7
What does it mean to ask God to 
not lead us into temptation but 
deliver us from evil?

How good it is to  
belong to God!
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All aspects of our lives are to be lived under God’s rule 

for his glory because we belong to God, who rules all 

of life.

REFERENCE  1 Corinthians 10:31

What does a successful life look 
like to you? When King David was 
on his deathbed, these were his 
parting words to his son Solomon:

“I am about to go the way of all the 
earth. Be strong, and show yourself 
a man, and keep the charge of the 
LORD your God, walking in his 
ways and keeping his statutes, his 
commandments, his rules, and 
his testimonies, as it is written in 
the Law of Moses, that you may 
prosper in all that you do and 
wherever you turn…” (1Kgs 2:2–3).

Some people may want to be 
remembered for their wealth, 
prosperity, or social status. Others 
may want to be remembered for their 
accomplishments. But David, arguably 
Israel’s most successful king, was 
known for being a man after God’s 
own heart (1Sam 13:14; Acts 13:22). 
His faith in God was clearly evident in 

Solomon two things: Be strong, and 
make every effort to walk in God’s way 
so that he will live a successful life.

Do you live your life like David? Is 
your faith in God so critical to your 
life’s goals and daily decisions that 
you too would advise your children 
to make every effort to walk by 
faith and not by sight? (2Cor 5:7)

Do you want a successful life? The 
bible tells us that is totally possible 
when we commit all aspects of our 
lives for God’s glory and purposes. 
So let us today depend on his 
providence for all our needs, lean 
onto his mighty strength for the 
challenges we face, and make 
decisions to further his kingdom on 
earth at the expense of our own.

// PR AYER

May the measurement of my life’s success be 
counted by faith in you alone, O Lord. Help me 

holiness of the God I worship.  

// SONG

I Worship the Lord

by Al Gordon

 QUESTION &8
What e0ect does a Christian’s  
faith have on their lives?



75
  |

// DEVOTION

G
RA

TI
TU

D
E 

/ 
SA

N
TI

FI
C

AT
IO

N

ANSWER

By bearing the fruit of the Spirit, and walking in the 

good works prepared by God beforehand, so that we 

may bear witness to Christ and declare the gospel to 

all who hear.

REFERENCE  Colossians 1:9-12

Once considered as one of the 
most powerful men on the planet, 
Chuck Colson’s world came crashing 
down in 1972 when the Watergate 
scandal broke. From being part of 
President Richard Nixon’s inner circle 
as special counsel, Colson became 
prisoner 23226 of Maxwell Air Base 
in Montgomery, Alabama when 
he was found guilty of obstructing 
justice. But where many saw great 
loss, God saw fertile ground in using 
a broken but willing man for his glory.

After experiencing a profound 
spiritual conversion prior to his 
prison sentence, Colson went on to 
become a leading voice for prison 
reform in the United States. He found 
that the good he sought to achieve 
through human effort only led to 
the debacle of Watergate. However, 
God was greater than his failures. 
He used Colson’s time in prison to 

millions of inmates across the country.

do that matters, but what a sovereign 
God chooses to do through us. God 
doesn't want our success; he wants us. 
He doesn't demand our achievements; 
he demands our obedience. The 
Kingdom of God is a kingdom of 
paradox, where through the ugly 
defeat of a cross, a holy God is utterly 

defeat; healing through brokenness; 

Like Colson, God can use our lives 
when we give ourselves wholeheartedly 

(Eph 
5:18). God doesn’t need our skills, 
intellect, or achievements. Instead, he 
desires US. He loves us so much that 
he suffered on the cross to pay for our 
reconciliation to the Father. Colson’s 
life demonstrate his incredible power 
to use human failure for eternal good.

Are you suffering through an 

Give it to God and watch how he will 
make the gospel glorious by using 
your brokenness to make all things 
beautiful in his time (Ecc 3:11).

// PR AYER

Father, thank you for using a broken and defeated 

take our weak bodies and fallible hearts, and use 
it for eternal good?

// SONG

Take My Life

by Chris Tomlin

 QUESTION &9
How should we seek to use  
our lives for the glory of God  
in the world?

Do you long for God to 
use your life for his  
glory in the world?
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Jesus has told us to obey the great commandments, 

which are to love the Lord our God with all of our heart, 

soul and mind, and to love our neighbour as ourselves. 

Furthermore, he has commissioned all Christians to go 

and make disciples of all nations.

REFERENCE  Matthew 22:37-40, 28:19

What does it mean to love God with 
our heart, soul, and mind? It is not 
about having warm, fuzzy feelings 
towards Jesus, the way we might “love” 
ice cream, for instance. It is a love for 
God that involves our entire being.

It is a love for God, rooted in God’s 
love for us, that he demonstrated in 

loved us” (1Jn 4:19). It is a love that 
results in obedience. “If you love me, 
you will keep my commandments” 
(John 14:15). It is a love that knows and 
treasures God’s words. “How sweet 
are your words to my taste, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth” (Ps 119:103). 
It is a love that grows with knowledge 
and wisdom. “Your love may abound 
more and more, with knowledge and 
all discernment” (Phil 1:9). Finally, it 
is a love that transforms us. “And 
we all … beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image” (2Cor 3:18), so that 
we would “be pure and blameless 
for the day of Christ” (Phil 1:10b).

For if we are to love our neighbour as 
ourselves, then the greatest gift that we 
can give them is be to share the good 

news that we have already received. 
That is why Jesus commissioned us to 
go and make disciples of all nations. 
That is why as children of God, we 
are all given the appointment of 

“ambassadors for Christ” (2Cor 5:20). 
On God’s behalf, as representatives 
of God’s Kingdom (for that is who 
ambassadors are), we appeal to our 
neighbours to be reconciled to God.

Today, take a few minutes to pray 
for those in your life who need to 
hear the gospel, and then go out 
to faithfully share it with them!

// PR AYER

Dear heavenly Father, I confess that my love for 
you is too weak. Too easily do I get distracted by 
the cheap pleasures of the world. Give me a deep 
love for you that is rooted in your love for me, a 

// SONG

by Frank Houghton 

 QUESTION ')
What has Jesus commanded and 
commissioned us to do?

It is also a love that 
seeks the lost. 



79
  |

// DEVOTION

G
RA

TI
TU

D
E 

/ 
SA

N
TI

FI
C

AT
IO

N

ANSWER

By proclaiming the gospel to all peoples in all nations, 

baptising all who believe, and teaching them to obey 

everything Jesus has taught us.

REFERENCE  Matthew 28:18-20

Jesus gave his disciples the great 
commission only AFTER his 
resurrection. The sequence of events 

for our trespasses and raised for our 
(Rom 4:25). Because Jesus 

has accomplished his mission (Eph 
1:20-21), all authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to him (Matt 
28:18). And it is on this basis that Jesus 
now commands us to go and make 
disciples of all nations (Matt 28:19).

We preach the good news, that we 
can only be made right with God by 
grace through faith in what Jesus 
has achieved for us by his death 
and resurrection. We appeal to 
people to believe in Jesus so that 
they might be saved (John 3:16) and 
reconciled with God (2Cor 5:18-20).

We baptise those who believe into 
the church, welcoming them as fellow 
citizens of God’s kingdom as brothers 
and sisters in Christ. The church 
baptises those who believe, and those 
who believe become members of the 
local church. Ephesians 4:15-16 says 
we are “joined and held together by 
every joint... mak[ing] the body grow 
so that it builds itself up in love.”

We teach believers to obey Jesus. 
This means living out implications 
of the gospel in our lives, to “be 
imitators of God” (Eph 5:1)
with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God” (Phil 1:11).

Does the great commission sound 
overwhelming? It is! But fear not, 
God has given his church (apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors, and 
teachers) to equip his saints. We are 
all a part of the ministry, building 
up the body of Christ (Eph 4:11-
12). So don’t walk alone. Let’s walk 
together and help one another 
obey the great commission.

// PR AYER

Dear Jesus, I am humbled that you have 
commissioned the church to proclaim the gospel. 
Give me faith and courage to obey, to grow in 
love and obedience, and to share the gospel 
faithfully.

// SONG

Let the Nations Be Glad

by Matt Boswell

 QUESTION '*
How are we to obey the great 
commission?

How do we  
make disciples?  
We proclaim  
the gospel.
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Jesus showed concern for our spiritual poverty, and 

he who was rich emptied himself and became and 

poor for our sake. Therefore, having put our faith in 

him, we are moved to give ourselves in service and in 

kind to those who are also poor, whether spiritually or 

materially so.

REFERENCE  Luke 14:12-14

What motivates Christians to care for 
the poor? Do we do so to accumulate 
favor in hopes that these will outweigh 
our sins before God? If so, then we’ve 
missed the point of the parable 
of the great banquet (Luke 14:12-
24). We are, in fact, the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind 
in that parable. We do not deserve 
an invitation to the banquet. It is a 
sheer act of grace on the master’s 
part that we get to partake at all.

Is it our expectation that God will 
give us with blessings in this life 
in return for our generosity to the 
poor? Luke 14:14 says, “You will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the 
just.” And 1 Timothy 6:9-10 warns 
us against “the love of money”.

God cares deeply for the poor. He 
declared that he is the father of the 
fatherless, the protector of widows, 
the defender of the oppressed, the 
one who feeds the hungry, the 
liberator of prisoners, and the healer 
of the blind (Ps 68:5, 146:7-9).

And who are we in Christ? We are 
God’s beloved children, called to 
imitate him and walk in love as Christ 
loved us (Eph 5:1-2). We are God’s 
ambassadors (2Cor 5:20), emissaries 
to a broken world, called to shine 
as a light in the dark (Phil 2:15, Matt 
5:14). We are a kingdom of priests to 
God, to reign with Jesus (1Pet 2:9).

So we are called to care deeply 
for the poor and all those who 
suffer in this broken and fallen 
world, because our Lord does so.

// PR AYER

Dear heavenly Father, reform my heart so that 
I would care deeply for the poor and those who 

them deeply, and because I am your child.

// SONG

The Compassion Hymn

by Stuart Townend, Keith and Kristyn Getty  

 QUESTION '"
How does our faith in Christ a0ect 
our concern for the poor?

As Christians, our 
care for the poor is 
rooted in who God 
is and who we are 
in Christ.
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Marriage is given by God as a gift that points to Christ 

and the Church. Singleness is a gift from God that 

allows a person to devote their time to the kingdom, 

showing their ultimate hope in the true marriage of 

Christ and the Church.

REFERENCE  Ephesians 5:31-32, 1 Corinthians 7:32-35

Our culture distorts the idea of 
marriage. It tells us that marriage is 

the right partner will complete us and 
make us whole. It also glamorizes 
singleness, telling us that a single life 
is an unburdened life, where there 
is need to accommodate someone 
else. Yet both these distortions speak 
the same lie, that our lives are all 
about our own needs and wants.

Scripture is clear that marriage is 

Jesus and his bride, the church (Eph 
5:32). It also states that singleness 
frees us to focus on “the things of 
the Lord, how to please the Lord… 
how to be holy in body and spirit” 
(1Cor 7:32, 34), and to experience 
a special closeness to Jesus that 
married people cannot (Rev 19:6-10). 

In other words, both marriage and 
singleness are centred around God 
and point to the gospel. From the 
perspective of eternity, we are heavenly 
citizens (Phil 3:20), a royal priesthood 
(1Pet 2:5), a stone in God’s dwelling 
place (Eph 2:21-22), and members of 
the household of God (Eph 2:19). When 
speaking of the coming resurrection, 
Jesus said that we “neither marry nor 
are given in marriage” (Matt 22:30).

So if you are married, obey God’s 
commands in Ephesians 5:22-32 and 

relationship between Christ and his 
church. If you are called to be single 
(1Cor 7:7-8)

return. And if you are single and desire 
to be married, strive to be content 
(Phil 4:11) and bring your longing 
before God who hears and cares. 
God’s ultimate aim is not to change 
our circumstances, but to conform us 
to the image of his Son (Rom 8:29).

// PR AYER

Dear Heavenly Father, you formed my frame 
and knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 
Whatever my situation in life, teach me to be 
content and rest in your providence for all of my 

// SONG

All that I Need

by Stephen Altrogge

 QUESTION '+
In what way are both marriage 
and singleness gifts from God 
to be cherished?

Marital status is 
not our defining 
characteristic.
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Christ rose bodily from the grave on the third day after 

his death and is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

ruling his kingdom and interceding for us, until he 

returns to judge and renew the world.

REFERENCE  Ephesians 1:20-21

This means that if Christ did not 
physically rise from the dead, then 
Christianity is a farce, and there is no 
gospel for us to put our faith in. Paul 
puts it this way, “If Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile and you are 
still in your sins... we are of all people 
most to be pitied” (1Cor 15:17-19).

But God DID raise Jesus from the 
dead, not just in spirit but physically. 
The resurrection of Jesus and his 
subsequent ascension are actual, 
historical events that the apostles 
and disciples witnessed. As Peter 
answered the Jewish Council, “... 
we cannot but speak of what we 
have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).

What does this mean for us? It means 
that we can approach God the Father 

(Heb 4:16) for Christ 
is alive and he intercedes for us at 
God’s right hand (Rom 8:34). More 
than that, God gave us the promised 
Holy Spirit as a guarantee of the 
inheritance that we have in Christ (Eph 
1:13-14). Indeed, “the Spirit helps us 
in our weakness... intercedes for us 
with groanings too deep for words... 
according to the will of God” (Rom 

8:26-27). He teaches us all things 
and brings to our remembrance all 
that Christ has said (John 14:25), so 
that we may be transformed by the 
renewal of our minds (Rom 12:1).

We have a new identity as children of 
God, for we have received the Spirit 
of adoption as sons (Rom 8:15), and 
are fellow heirs with Christ (Rom 
8:17). Therefore, let us pray that we 
would put off our old self, be renewed 
in the spirit of our minds, and put 
on the new self, created after the 
likeness of God in true righteousness 
and holiness (Eph 4:22-25).

// PR AYER

We thank you Lord, because you are risen and 
have ascended. We are no longer your enemy, 

my identity in you and you alone.

// SONG

Glorious Christ

 QUESTION ',
Where is Christ now?

Christianity rests on the historicity of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
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Christ triumphed over sin and death by being 

physically resurrected, so that all who trust in him 

are raised to new life in this world and to everlasting 

life in the world to come. Just as we will one day be 

resurrected, so this world will one day be restored. But 

those who do not trust in Christ will experience eternal 

punishment.

REFERENCE  1 Thessalonians 4:13-14

resurrection cannot be overstated. 
Christ claimed victory over sin, 

is effective (Rom 5:9-10). In him 
we have redemption through his 
blood, forgiveness of our sins (Eph 
1:7), and life eternal (John 6:40).

Because of this, scripture proclaims 
that the resurrected Christ is the 

asleep in Christ (1Cor 15:20), and 
(Col 

1:15). He is the forerunner of the new 
heavens and new earth promised by 
God (2Pet 3:13). Death is swallowed 
up in victory (1Cor 15:54)!

Paul writes that “the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is to be revealed 
to us” (Rom 8:18), and that the 
whole creation groans in the pains of 
childbirth as it waits eagerly for the 
revealing of the sons of God (Rom 8:19, 
22). Here Paul is referring to us who 
believe in the gospel, so that we can 

to corruption, and are free to glorify 
God as we were created to (Rom 8:21).

There will be no more mourning, no 
more crying, and no more pain, for 
he has made all things new (Rev 21:4). 
And we shall be seated with Christ 
in the heavenly places and God will 
show us the immeasurable riches 
of his grace, in kindness towards 
us in Christ Jesus (Eph 2:6-7).

We cannot begin to imagine what that 
will be like! Indeed, “no eye has seen, 
nor ear heard, nor the heart of man 
imagined, what God has prepared 
for those who love him” (1Cor 2:9).

// PR AYER

We thank you, dear Lord, for your immense 

gaze on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, and look forward to the return of the King 
and the restoration of his creation.

// SONG

O Praise The Name

by Dean Ussher, Marty Sampson

 QUESTION '-
What does Christ’s resurrection 
mean for us?

On that day, God will 
wipe away every tear 

from our eyes, and 
death shall be no more.
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Christ, having physically ascended on our behalf, just 

as he came down to earth physically on our account, 

is now advocating for us in the presence of his Father, 

preparing a place for us, and also sent us his Spirit to 

be with us.

REFERENCE  Romans 8:34, John 14:3, 16:7

Have we ever asked God for a glimpse 
of Christ with our own eyes, that we 
might see him and know he is real? 
Scripture calls us to walk by faith and 
not by sight (2Cor 5:7). Jesus said, 

“Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed” (John 20:29).

Jesus said that it is to our advantage 
that he goes away. Because only then 
will the helper, the Holy Spirit, come 
to us to dwell with us (John 14:17), 
and guide us into all truth (John 
16:13). What a great thing this is!

The Holy Spirit guarantees our 
inheritance in Christ until we acquire 
possession of it (Eph 1:14). He bears 
witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God (Rom 8:16). He leads 
us to live by the Spirit and to put to 

(Rom 8:13). He prays on our behalf 
with groanings too deep for words, 
according to the will of God (Rom 
8:26-27). He teaches us what to say 
when we are called to preach the 
gospel (Luke 12:12). He blesses us with 
gifts that we might use them to build 
up the church (1Cor 12:7, Eph 4:16).

Take a moment this day to thank God 
for his gift of the Holy Spirit to us.  

// PR AYER

Father, we thank you that the Spirit prays for me 
in my weakness according to your will, and that 
Jesus ever intercedes for me at your right hand. 
Thank you for providing the Helper to guide us 
into all truth.

// SONG

Across the Lands

by Keith Getty, Stuart Townend 

 QUESTION '%
Of what advantage to us is  
Christ’s ascension?

Pray that he would 
give you the words 
to proclaim the 
mystery of the 
gospel boldly and 
winsomely to 
those who have not 
yet believed.
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It reminds us that this present fallen world is not all 

there is; soon we will live with and enjoy God forever 

in the new city, in the new heaven and the new earth, 

where we will be fully and forever freed from all sin and 

will inhabit renewed, resurrection bodies in a renewed, 

restored creation.

REFERENCE  Revelation 21:1-4

The church in Philippi faced 
persecution for their faith in the 
gospel. They suffered for Christ. But 
Paul did not pray for an end to the 
persecution they faced. Instead, he 
comforted them with the hope that 
they had in Jesus, knowing it would 
not put them to shame because God’s 
love had been poured into their hearts 
through the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5).

Paul encouraged the Philippians to 
hold fast to the word of life (Phil 2:16), 
and to look forward to the day when 
Jesus Christ would return, when God 
would bring to completion the good 
work in them that he had started (Phil 
1:6). He assured them that God was 
at work in them for his good pleasure 
(Phil 2:13). Peter also reminds the 
churches that God has “granted to 
us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness… his precious and very 
great promises, so that through 
them you may become partakers 
of the divine nature” (2Pet 1:3-4).

Our hope in God is sure because it 
is not premised on us keeping faith 
in God, but on God who is for us 
(Rom 8:31), and whose faithfulness 
endures forever (Ps 117:2). God’s 
word declares that “neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:38-39).

Let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us (Heb 12:1). We 
look forward to the day of Christ when 
God will wipe away every tear (Rev 
21:4). And we gather with people 
from every tribe, language, and 
nation to worship God (Rev 5:9-12).

// PR AYER

look to your return. It is you who works in me to 
conform me to the image of your Son, I know that 
nothing can separate me from your love.

// SONG

Higher Throne

by Keith and Kristyn Getty 

 QUESTION '.
What hope does everlasting life 
hold for us?

So let us lay aside every 
weight and sin which 
cling so closely to us.
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