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// ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We wrote this catechism while standing on the shoulders of 

saints who have gone before us. We thank God for the writers of 

the Heidelberg Catechism, the Westminster Shorter Catechism, 

and the New City Catechism, who gave us these three 

documents to serve as the basis for our own.

We have borrowed their spirit, doctrine, language, order, and 

application. The Heidelberg and Westminster Catechisms are in 

the public domain, and we have permission to use parts of The 

New City Catechism.

In the same vein, we hope that this document will be a resource 

for others to preach, teach and write, joining in the chain of 

faithfulness that extends through the ages, anchored to God. 

// INTRODUCTION

This devotional is built on the Redemption Hill 
Church catechism, and is meant to help us 
reflect and pray regularly on our core beliefs, 
as well as to guide and instruct believers in 
the basics of the faith and its implication for 
our lives. Scripture references, songs, and 
prayers are included here to help us relate to 
these truths in new dimensions.

For hundreds of years, Christians who have 
understood the importance of having their 
lives established on the bedrock of God’s 
gracious truth have used catechisms as tools 
to anchor this truth deep into their hearts. A 
catechism is a series of questions and answers 
designed to convey the essential truths of the 
Christian faith so that we might more deeply 
know and rejoice in God.

We live in a time where truth is deemed 
relative. But as anyone who has dropped a 
rock on their foot knows, there are certain 
realities about this world that are true whether 
you believe in them or not. You can deny 
gravity all you want, but when that rock hits 
your toe, you experience that pain regardless 
of whether or not you are a believer. Yes, this 
world is founded upon truth, and the source 
of that truth is God himself. And because 
God exists and speaks, we can know him; and 
we can know the world he has made rightly 
through his self-disclosure.

The reality of God’s existence and the fact 
that he has disclosed himself to us lets us in 

on another reality: that this God is love. This 
means that the truths that we confess are not 
just theories but realities that lead us to sing 
and rejoice in him.

You are encouraged to read through, 
memorise, reflect upon, and pray through 
these truths, allowing their reality to lead 
you to worship God. This devotional can be 
used privately, at family devotions, for mutual 
encouragement and discipleship with another 
believer, or even in evangelism.

It is our prayer that this catechism and the 
accompanying devotional content will help us 
as a church to build our lives on the infallible 
truth of Jesus’ words, so that we may sing his 
praises forevermore.

“Then they believed his words;  
they sang his praise” Psalms 106:12



1   |

  |  2

// DEVOTION

Re
d

em
pt

io
n

ANSWER

The gospel is the good news that God himself, 

out of his mercy, delivers us from sin and from the 

punishment for sin, and reconciles us to himself, 

through a Redeemer.

REFERENCE  John 3:16-17, 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

We are all sinners, as written in 
Romans 3:23. We should all have an 
awareness of the sin that is bound 
in our hearts, and how helpless 
we are in our own strength to 
rid ourselves of it. Although this 
truth can be very daunting and 
disheartening, we should never lose 
sight of it. We should never think 
we are immune to sin, no matter 
who we are. Even Jesus himself 
was tempted to sin in Matthew 4.

The centre of our existence as a 
believer in Christ is the amazing news 
of the gospel. The gospel reveals 
to us how far we have fallen from 
God’s standard of righteousness and 
what punishment is due for our sin 
(Rom 6:23). Yet the gospel tells us 
that God has provided deliverance.

If we believe in the gospel, we accept 
that we are sinners bound to die in our 
sin. But Christ has already died for our 
sins, and therefore paid the full price 
for us all. We accept God’s forgiveness 
for our sins through Christ. And the 
best part is, we can be fully aware 
of the sin that so easily entangles 
us (Heb 12:1) but also fully aware of 
the power of Christ working in us.

The gospel is a beautiful gift for 
all those who believe. Not only are 
we forgiven of all our sin, we are 
also given the gift of eternal life in 
heaven with our creator. Therefore, 
we need to go into the world and 
proclaim this good news to all those 
who have not heard (mark 16:15).

// PR AYER
Dear Father, thank you for the good news of 
salvation that you have freely given us. May we 
always be sensitive to the Holy Spirit working in 
us. Help us to share the good news of the gospel 
with those around us with our words and actions.

// SONG
Here is Love

by William Rees

Yet the gospel 
tells us that God 

has provided 
deliverance.

 QUESTION 18
What is this good news (gospel)?
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ANSWER

The only Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

eternal, sinless Son of God, in whom God became man 

and bore the penalty for sin himself.

REFERENCE  1 timothy 2:5

Imagine you were caught 
committing a crime and there 
was enough evidence to convict 
you. Now imagine standing in the 
courtroom listening to the judge 
hand down your punishment. What 
if someone suddenly stands up 
to say they have already paid the 
punishment, and you can go free?

This is exactly what Jesus has done 
for us. He came to redeem us from 
our sins. Moreover, he wants to have 
a relationship with us that continually 
challenges and reveals to us how 
much we need him to be in our lives.

Jesus is the Son of God who offers 
us friendship, forgiveness, love, and 
grace. We can boldly relate to him 
because he knows what it’s like to 
live on earth, yet he did so without 
sin. We cannot redeem ourselves; 
we can never do enough good to 
set us on the path of righteousness 
without Christ. Ephesians 2:8 
states that we are not saved by our 
good works or upright standing in 

our community. The only way to 
salvation is through Jesus Christ 
our redeemer, and no one else.

As believers in Christ, it is very 
encouraging to know that we are 
called to have an intimate relationship 
with our savior. He knows all our sins 
and the punishment we deserve, 
and yet he chooses to not only 
forgive us but to have a personal, 
loving relationship with us.

// PR AYER
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for sending 
your son Jesus to die for our sins so we could be 
redeemed and enjoy the wonderful gift of eternal 
life with you on earth and in heaven. 

// SONG
I Will Glory In My Redeemer

by Vikki Cook

The only way to salvation 
is through Jesus Christ our 
redeemer, and no one else.

 QUESTION 19
Who is the Redeemer?
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ANSWER

A sinless Redeemer who is truly human and also  

truly God.

REFERENCE  philippians 2:5-8

John 3:16 states clearly that God 
sent his only beloved son to be the 
ultimate sacrifice for our sins so that 
anyone who believed in him would 
receive eternal salvation. The Old 
Testament is full of stories about 
physical sacrifices that the Israelites 
had to give to God. According to 
Leviticus, these sacrifices had to 
be without blemish or defect. The 
Israelites would do this as a sign of 
their repentance and a plea to God for 
his forgiveness. Although this ritual is 
performed repeatedly, the Israelites 
were not able to stop sinning.

This is actually a part of God’s plan for 
those who believe in him. The story of 
redemption is woven throughout the 
Bible. God made promises to send a 
savior to pay for our sins once and for 
all. Isaiah 44:14 talks about the savior 
Immanuel being born of a virgin. 
Isaiah 53:4-5 talks about our redeemer 
being punished by death on a tree for 
our sin so that we might be healed.

God needed to send a perfect 
sacrifice (without blemish or defect) 
in order to bear his anger and fully 
atone for our sins once and for 
all. A sacrifice that was fully God, 
yet human like us. This sacrifice 
would have to die in order for the 
atonement to be complete.

Romans 5:6-8 says Jesus died for us 
while we were still living in sin before 
we believed in him. Hebrews 10:5-
10 says the human sacrifice Jesus 
made only needed to happen once 
and that was enough for all those 
who choose to believe in Christ.

// PR AYER
Father, thank you for sending your only and 
perfect son to die for my sins. Please help me 
to never take lightly the price you had to pay in 
order that I may live. 

// SONG
Totally God, Totally Man

by Sovereign Grace, The Ology 

Like the Israelites, 
we are still prone 
to sinning even 
after we profess 
our belief in Jesus, 
but his sacrifice has 
been made once 
and for all.

 QUESTION 20
What sort of Redeemer is  
needed to bring us back to God?
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ANSWER

That in human nature he might on our behalf perfectly 

obey the whole law and suffer the punishment for 

human sin; and also that he might sympathise with our 

weaknesses.

REFERENCE  Hebrews 2:17 

Would it be acceptable for a top-
tier university student to complete 
his younger brother’s middle school 
requirements? Would we celebrate 
an Olympic athlete outrunning a 
beginner? Or an accomplished 
artist taking first prize in an 
amateur competition? Of course 
not. They are clearly overqualified 
to fulfill the task at hand.

What about the perfect and almighty 
God fulfilling the law he laid out for 
pitiful humanity? Not a big deal?

But what if he was someone just 
like us? What if he was someone 
who grew weary, got thirsty and felt 
pain (mark 4:38, John 19:28, Heb 
12:2)? What if he was someone who 
was tempted to doubt, tempted 
to deny, tempted to drown in the 
suffering that goes hand in hand 
with life (matt 4:1-11, isa 53:3)?

That changes things.

An all-powerful and holy God put on 
flesh (John 1:14) to do for us what we 
could never do for ourselves (Rom 
8:3-4) and to know us as we were 
made to be known (John 10:14-15). 
God set aside his deity to fulfill our 
obligation (phil 2:5-8). We are known 
by him not only because of his infinite 
wisdom (John 2:24), but also because 
of his personal experience (Heb 4:15). 

// PR AYER
Jesus, I am truly amazed that you became man 
for me. How I wish I could have been there to 
wipe your brow, offer you a cup of water and 
console you in your final hours. May the truth of 
your incarnation evoke gratitude towards you and 
confidence in you. 

// SONG
He Who is Mighty

by Rebecca Elliott, Kate DeGraide

The Son of Man 
came to give his 

life for you.

 QUESTION 21
Why must the Redeemer 
be truly human?
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ANSWER

That because of his divine nature his obedience and 

suffering would be perfect, effective and for all time; 

and also that he would be able to bear the righteous 

anger of God against sin and yet overcome death.

REFERENCE  Romans 3:23, Hebrews 9:23-28 

Can you imagine trying to cut down 
an oak tree with a nail file? I bet the 
nail file would be rendered useless 
before the tree even showed a mark.

Can you imagine trying to fulfill the 
obligation of God’s law every second, 
of every hour, 
of every day, 
of every month, 
of every year…for the rest of your life?

How long would it take before we 
utter a white lie, overindulge in food 
and drink, or pass judgment towards 
someone who was different from us? 
I wouldn’t last an hour. It’s true that 
I stumble in many ways (Jas 3:2).

much less redeem all of humanity 
(ps 49:7). In his infinite grace and 
wisdom, God knew that he must be 
the judge and justifier (Rom 3:26). In 
doing so, he turned the plans of the 
enemy on his head (Gen 3:15), paved 
the way for a restored relationship 

with him (Rom 5:1) that no other 
religion can offer (Acts 4:12), and 
ensured our ability to enjoy that 
relationship for all eternity (Rev 21:3).

With a limitless capacity to give 
and receive love (1Jn 4:8), the 
exhaustive goal of God’s law (matt 
22:40) Jesus Christ, full of grace and 
truth (John 1:14), was the right tool 
and the only instrument that could 
redeem (eph 1:7). He was the only 
one who could obey, suffer, endure, 
and overcome perfectly (1pet 1:19). 
Because Jesus was fully God, his 
obedience and sacrifice is eternal, 
as he is eternal (Heb 9:23-28).

// PR AYER
Jesus, lovely and holy, you are the one and only. 
If it wasn’t for your obedience, my sins would be 
unpaid, my true nature would be unknown, and 
my relationship with God would remain broken. 
Thank you that you accomplished once and for all 
what I could never do for myself.

// SONG
Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery

by Matt Boswell

Mere man could 
not fully satisfy the 
requirements of the law,

 QUESTION 22
Why must the Redeemer 
be truly God?
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ANSWER

Since God determined in love to save a people 

for himself, and death is the punishment for sin, 

Christ died willingly in our place to deliver us from 

the power and penalty of sin and bring us back to 

God. By his substitutionary atoning death, he alone 

redeems us from hell and gains us forgiveness of sin, 

righteousness, and everlasting life.

REFERENCE  Colossians 1:21-22, Romans 6:23

If you were to drink a cup of bleach, 
believing it was water, would that 
make the bleach any less harmful?

The challenge of understanding God’s 
requirement of blood sacrifice for 
sin (Lev 17:11) begins with a gross 
misunderstanding of the harmfulness 
of sin. Sin is the opposite of the 
glory we were made to display (Rom 
3:23). Most people only associate 
the concept of glory as pertaining 
to God. But humanity was made and 
called to be glorious (Gen 1:27), so 
that our work, play, and rest would 
be constantly infused with love, 
excellence and humility (1Cor 10:31).

Our lack of abhorrence towards our 
own sin is like a child who revels 
in receiving a mark of 9 out of 10, 
when the actual scale is actually 
100. But naysayers may protest: 
Why such a high standard?

God created people to enjoy a 
relationship with him, but sin causes 
separation (isa 59:2). His holiness 
cannot tolerate the presence of sin, 
and our conscience cannot bear 
his holiness when sin is present 

(ps 5:4, Gen 3:8). It is a downward 
spiral that calls for drastic measures. 
Therefore it was absolutely necessary 
for Jesus to die in our place. 

Isaiah 53 conveys a vivid overview 
of the Messiah’s life and death. 
The chapter begins with the 
prophet asking, Who will believe 
his report? That question is still 
relevant today. Who will believe 
God and his plan for salvation?

// PR AYER
Dear Lord, I confess I don’t always understand 
the seriousness of sin. Please expand my narrow 
thinking to see sin more accurately. Help me to 
accept the painful reality that Christ had to die 
for my sins. I praise you for sacrificing so much to 
bring me back to you.

// SONG
In My Place

by Michael Bleecker 

The relationship God 
desires with us cannot 
occur without Christ’s 
death taking place.

 QUESTION 23
Why was it necessary for Christ, 
the Redeemer, to die?



13
  |

  |  14

// DEVOTION

Re
d

em
pt

io
n

ANSWER

Yes, because Christ’s death on the cross fully paid the 

penalty for our sin, God graciously imputes Christ’s 

righteousness to us as if it were our own and will 

remember our sins no more.

REFERENCE  2 Corinthians 5:21

Could we ever look upon a 
caterpillar with homemade wings 
affixed to its back and say, What 
a beautiful butterfly? No, a total 
transformation would be required.

 A total transformation is exactly 
what we get in Christ (2Cor 5:17). 
Our sin is not merely covered up 
or made to look more presentable. 
Our sin is completely removed from 
us—as far as the east from the west 
(ps 103:12), crimson rags made 
white as snow (isa 1:18), whether 
past, present or future (1pet 2:24).

What’s more, the very righteousness 
of Christ becomes our own (1Cor 
1:30, phil 3:9). Our truest identity 
changes from that of a sinner to 
that of a saint (eph 2:19). We can 
finally live the life of love God 
intended—not through self-will and 
human determination, but through 
the provision of Christ (Gal 3:3).

There are challenges to accepting this 
marvelous truth. First is our inability 
to grasp certain attributes of God’s 
character, namely his omniscience and 
omnipresence. As we are made in the 
image of God, there are many of his 
attributes that we ourselves exhibit 
(Gen 1:27). Whether compassion or 
creativity, holiness or helpfulness, 
these attributes are tethered enough 
in our own existence that our finite 
minds can understand. Not so when 

it comes to the qualities of being all-
knowing and ever-present, which are 
of vital importance when it comes to 
God forgiving all of our sin for all time.

Second is our inability to see 
ourselves as the new creation 
we’ve become in Christ. After all, 
we are intimately acquainted with 
the full measure of our former sin 
and current shortcomings. Add to 
that an ongoing contention with 
the flesh and we may feel just as 
broken as before coming to Christ. 
However, we must believe God 
beyond our emotions and embrace 
our core identity as a new creature.

// PR AYER
Dear Lord, I am amazed at the sufficiency of 
Christ’s sacrifice. To think that Jesus took on 
all my sin and gave me his righteousness in 
exchange is beyond my full comprehension. Help 
me to truly live as a new creation. 

// SONG
Jesus, Thank You 

by Pat Sczebel

We must stop inching 
along as caterpillars, 
and spread our wings 
and fly!

 QUESTION 24
Does Christ’s death mean 
all our sins can be forgiven?
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ANSWER

Christ’s death is the beginning of the redemption 

and renewal of every part of fallen creation, as he 

powerfully directs all things for his own glory and 

creation’s good.

REFERENCE  Colossians 1:19-20

Can you imagine what kind 
of world that would be?

Even though we often talk about 
how Jesus came to save man from 
hell and eternal separation from him, 
we are not the only thing that will be 
saved. God promised that there will 
be a new heaven and a new earth in 
Isaiah 65:17, and it is a promise that 
Jesus refers to in Matthew 19:27.

This promise will finally be fulfilled 
after God returns to judge the 
earth (Rev 21), and God renews 
the world we know and transforms 
it into a place of perfection in 
his power and presence.

But what does that mean for us 
today? Even as we work out our own 
salvation and see the Spirit dwell in 
us more day by day, this does not 
mean that we become more and more 
detached from the world or from 
material things. On the contrary, we 
ought to care more about the way 
the world is, about other people, 
nature, culture, systems and consider 
carefully how God is working to 
redeem these things through Christ.

One day we will live in the glorious 
new heavens and new earth 
forever, where no child will ever 
have to die, where no man will 
suffer, where the lion and the lamb 
will lie down together (isa 11:6-9), 
where there will be no more tears. 

This is the full reconciliation 
promised to us - not an alienation 
from the world God created in the 
beginning, but perfect harmony 
in Christ with the new world that 
he will recreate in the end.

// PR AYER
Lord give me a vision of my place in the eternal 
new creation. Help me to see how the things I do 
today, and my obedience in Christ, not only build 
towards my redemption, but is also part of the 
redemption of all things in this world.

// SONG
Creation Sings the Father’s Song 

by Keith and Kristyn Getty 

 QUESTION 25
What else does Christ’s 
death redeem?

One day, everything we see here on 
earth will be aligned to God and in 
harmony with his will.
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ANSWER

No, only those who are elected by God and united 

to Christ by faith. Nevertheless God in his mercy 

demonstrates common grace even to those who are 

not elect, by restraining the full effects of sin at the 

present time for human well-being.

REFERENCE  ephesians 1:3-6

What are we to make of the fact that 
God does not save all people? God 
is often accused of being unjust or 
unfair because he only saves some. 
It pains us to know that people 
whom we love deeply - family and 
friends - do not confess and believe 
that Christ is their saviour and lord.

Scripture leaves no doubt about this 
reality. Jesus says that they will “go 
away into eternal punishment” (matt 
25:46). Paul says that they “will 
suffer the punishment of eternal 
destruction, away from the presence 
of the Lord” (2thess 1:9). When the 
curtain falls on their lives, or on this 
earth, we will stand apart from them, 
as full of joy and thanks as they will 
be filled with anguish and suffering.

What are we to do with something  
so painful?

We ache because we love those 
who are lost. What more the God 
whose name is love? He loves the 
lost even more than we ever could 

- he know them more intimately 
than we could even know them. 
His pain at their condemnation 
is even greater than ours.

God’s aching heart for the lost was 
so great that he died for them - both 
us who confess him and those who 
have yet to confess him. But there is 
time for those who still live. Precious 
years speed by as the lost are 
surrounded by the evidence of God’s 
mercy and grace. What can we do?

Let us shine even more diligently as 
lights of the gospel of Christ. Let 
us pray and ask God continuously 
for his grace to fall on them, that 
they may turn from their unbelief. 
Let us stay steadfast and faithful 
to the end, so that they can 
see the power of God in us.

// PR AYER
Father, make me a beacon of your mercy and 
grace to those around me. May those who are lost 
through Adam’s sin see the reality of Christ in my 
life, and I pray that the Spirit would soften their 
hearts to believe and confess Jesus Christ as their 
lord and saviour. 

// SONG
Come Praise And Glorify 

by Tim Chester, Bob Kauflin

We need to 
remember that 

God feels the 
same pain. 

 QUESTION 26
Are all people, just as they  
were lost through Adam,  
saved through Christ?
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ANSWER

At the day of judgement they will receive the fearful 

but just sentence of condemnation pronounced 

against them. They will be cast out from the favourable 

presence of God, into hell, to be justly and grievously 

punished, forever.

REFERENCE  John 3:16-18, 36

What is life without hope? We 
may have often considered what 
heaven is like, but what of its 
antithesis, hell? Hell was one of 
Jesus’ most-mentioned topics, 
and for good reason - it is the 
current default end of man.

The topic of hell is uncomfortable, 
but our saviour never shrank from it. 
He called it “Gehenna” (matt 10:28), 
the “outer darkness” (matt 25:30). He 
described unquenchable fire (mark 
9:43), eternal torment (Luke 16:23), 
and endless gnashing of teeth and 
anguish (matt 13:42). He warned that 
there would be no returning to God 
presence from hell (Luke 16:19-31).

Jesus talked about hell more 
than he talked about heaven.

The hopelessness of hell is not just 
about a place where bad things 
happen to punish people. Hell is not a 
limbo or an endless void. Hell is not a 

waiting room, or a series of gruesome 
tortures - it is the absolute absence 
of all that is good. It is endless, 
unrelenting, pervasive, excruciating, 
inescapable pain, with no hope of 
relief. If God is ever present in heaven, 
then he is never present in hell.

This is a hopelessness we have 
earned for ourselves. The severe 
punishment that awaits those who 
do not believe is justice for denying 
the offer of salvation from a God who 
pursued us to the ends of the earth.

// PR AYER
Lord, when we have seen the depths of darkness, 
we recognise you as the light. Keep us in your 
light.

// SONG
Who can sound the depths of Sorrow 

by Graham Kendrick  

 QUESTION 27
What happens after death to  
those not united to Christ by faith?

We are all hell-bound until we are turned 
away from that vile hopelessness by the 
power of Christ’s blood.
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ANSWER

Only by faith in Jesus Christ and in his substitutionary 

atoning death on the cross; so even though we are 

guilty of having disobeyed God, nevertheless, God, 

without any merit of our own but only by pure grace, 

imputes to us the perfect righteousness of Christ when 

we repent of our sins and believe in him.

REFERENCE  ephesians 2:8-9

It is simple enough for a child to 
grasp, but so profound that even 
the learned cannot comprehend its 
full extent. So simple that we need 
not lift a finger, but only believe by 
the transforming power of the Spirit; 
so profound that there is nothing 
humanly possible we can do to earn it.

It is so simple that we can be brought 
over from eternal death to eternal life 
in a mere instant. It is so profound 
that the best of men have spent their 
entire lives in pursuit of godliness, but 
could only reflect a glimmer of the 
glory of God. So simple that the door 
of salvation is always open to those 
who seek Christ, but profound that it 
is immovably shut to those who work 
the hardest to earn their salvation.

It is so simple that one man could 
undo the devastating effects of an 
existence of rebellious living. It is so 
profound that none other than an 
infinite, undying God had to perish 
as a mortal to complete the work of 
salvation for those who killed him.

Salvation is so simple that we can 
explain it with a single sentence. 
Salvation is so profound that we will 
spend the rest of eternity praising 
God for it and worshipping him 
because of it, and never run out 
of words to say how glorious, how 
beautiful, how immense, how 
deep, how wide, how powerful, 
how sublime, how simple, how 
profound is our salvation.

// PR AYER
Father, you alone have saved us. You alone have 
changed our hearts to believe. You alone walked 
the earth as a man, yet as God. You alone are the 
one who died to take our place and spared us 
from eternal condemnation. We worship you and 
you alone. 

// SONG
Nothing But the Blood

by Matt Redman

Salvation is so simple.  
Salvation is profound. 

 QUESTION 28
How can we be saved?
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The dying of our old sinful self through repentance, 

and the coming alive of our new self to God through 

faith in Christ. 

REFERENCE  Romans 6:1-11

Do you know anybody who has 
gone through the process of 
changing their citizenship? 

After submitting documents to 
the new country, they receive a 
letter approving their application 
with a certificate of citizenship 
for that country. One moment, 
they are citizens of their former 
country. And the next moment, they 
become citizens of the new. Their 
citizenship has been converted.

Firstly, conversion is not something 
that WE do. It is something that is 
accomplished FOR us, when we 
recognise that we are sinners, turn 
from our sins, and place our faith 
in the redemption that Jesus Christ 
accomplished for us when he died 
for our sins and was raised for 
our justification (Rom 3:23-25).

Secondly, conversion is a God-
glorifying miracle. When we place 
our faith in Jesus and what he 
accomplished on the cross, God 
crucifies our old self so that we will 
no longer be enslaved to sin (Rom 
6:6). He gives us new life (v.4b) so 
that we are “united with [Jesus 

Christ]” (v.5) and “live with him” (v.8).

Thirdly, conversion results in life 
changes. It bears spiritual fruit. Jesus 
said that “each tree is known by its 
own fruit” (Luke 6:44). We are called 
to live out our new identities as 
children of God, holy and blameless 
(eph 1:4), shining as lights in this 
world (phil 2:15). Hence, Romans 
6:11 exhorts us to consider ourselves 

“dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus”, to live out the new identity 
in Christ that God has given us.

We don’t do this alone. God has saved 
us into a community (the church) 
so that we grow together in the 
love of God with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that we will not waver 
when doubts assail, temptations allure, 
and sins beset, but to stand fast in 
the Lord (phil 1:9,10; eph 6:10,11).

// PR AYER
Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you that 
conversion is not by us nor from us. But it 
is initiated by you and completed by you, 
completely underwritten by your perfect 
faithfulness. Renew our minds and transform 
our hearts, that we may live lives worthy of the 
Gospel as citizens of heaven.

// SONG
Jesus Paid it All

by Elvina Hall, Kristian Stanfill 

 QUESTION 29
What is involved in 
genuine conversion?

But genuine 
conversion is much 
more than that for 

Christians!
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It is to be genuinely sorry for sin, to hate it more and 

more, and to forsake it in every way as one turns 

towards God.

REFERENCE  ephesians 4:22-24

In the Parable of the Prodigal Son 
(Luke 15:11-32), the son demands his 
share of the inheritance and leaves 
his home. He squanders his money in 
reckless living and becomes destitute. 
In his plight, he sees that he has 

“sinned against heaven and before [his 
father]” (v.21a). He turns away from his 
sin in repentance and returns to his 
father, saying “I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son” (v.22b). In a 
stunning picture of the Gospel, the 
father extends grace to his son and 
restores his son’s title and place in 
the family. It is an amazing story of 
repentance, grace and reconciliation.

But what was the prodigal son’s sin? 
Was it squandering money? Reckless 
living? No, it was demanding his 
share of the inheritance before 
his father’s death. This demand 
dishonoured his father and broke 
the father-son relationship.

At the heart of all sin is the failure 
to keep the first commandment 
(exo 20:3), of dishonouring God by 
not seeking him above all things. 
The central problem is the broken 
relationship with God. This is why 
repentance is about turning away 

from sin and turning to God to seek 
reconciliation with him, the one 
we have sinned against (ps 51:4).

True repentance is about asking 
and trusting God to restore our 
relationship with him, to change our 
hearts, thoughts, and attitudes so 
that we will hate the sin which gave us 
pleasure. True repentance changes 
the loves of our heart (ps 51:10-13).

Therefore, Ephesians 4:22-24 calls 
each Christian to put off the old self 
and put on the new self, to allow God 
to renew us (note the passive tense 
in v.23) in the pattern, motivation 
and direction of our thinking, so 
that we may faithfully live out the 
implications of our new identity 
in Christ through the gospel.

// PR AYER
Dear heavenly Father, thank you for initiating 
reconciliation with us. Like the father in the story 
of the prodigal son, you met us where we are, and 
affirmed us as your children. Renew our hearts, 
so that we put you first in our lives. 

// SONG
All I have is Christ 

by Jordan Kauflin

And so it is 
with all sin.

 QUESTION 30
What is repentance?
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Faith in Jesus Christ is acknowledging the truth of 

everything that God has revealed in His Word. It is 

trusting in Christ’s work, receiving and resting on him 

alone for salvation as he is offered to us in the gospel.

REFERENCE  Galatians 2:20

Hebrews describes faith as the 
assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen (Heb 
11:1). But what exactly do we mean 
when we say we put our faith in 
Jesus Christ? Is it God’s love? His 
grace? His power? His justice?

Romans 3:20-31 tells us in no 
uncertain terms that we are to place 
our trust in Jesus Christ and what he 
has accomplished for us by his death 
and resurrection. Scripture tells us that 
all humankind is in a dire predicament, 
for we cannot hope to be made right 
in God’s sight by our own effort 
(v.20). Therefore, we will all have to 
face God’s righteous judgement 
one day (Rom 2:5). But here comes 
the good news (or gospel): We can 
be right with God through faith in 
Jesus Christ, and this promise is 
open to all who believe (v.21-22, 30).

How is this possible? Jesus took our 
sin upon himself and died in our 
place (v.25), and this redemption is 
given to us as a gift when we receive 
it by faith (v.24), so that we are made 
right with God when we place our 
trust in Jesus Christ and what he 

accomplished (v.28a). That’s good 
news because this justification is 
not something we can ever hope to 
earn on our own merit (v.27-28b).

It is putting off our old self and 
putting on our new self (eph 4:22-24). 
It is considering ourselves dead to 
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus 
(Rom 6:11). It is living out our identity 
as children and heirs of God, and 
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 
suffer with him in order that we may 
also be glorified with him (Rom 8:17).

// PR AYER
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for the gracious 
provision of your Son Jesus Christ. Strengthen 
our faith so that like Abraham, it may be said of us 
that “no distrust made him waver concerning the 
promise of God.” (Rom 4:20)

// SONG
O Great God 

by Bob Kauflin

Placing our faith in Jesus 
Christ is not mere an 

intellectual ascent. 

 QUESTION 31
What is faith in Jesus Christ?



29
  |

  |  30

// DEVOTION

Re
d

em
pt

io
n

ANSWER

Everything taught to us in the gospel. The Apostles’ 

Creed expresses what we believe in these words: 

We believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. The third day he 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from there he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

universal church, the communion of the saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting.

REFERENCE  Romans 10:17

Writing to the church at Corinth, 
Paul wrote that “we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and folly to Gentiles, but to those 
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God” (1Cor 1:23,24).

The gospel inverts the natural order 
of this fallen world. We have only to 
read Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount to 
see this (matt 5:2-12). In a world that 
preaches self-determinism, self-effort, 
self-actualisation, it seems foolish 
to profess faith in a man born to a 
virgin 2,000 years ago who claimed 
to be the Son of God, performed 
miracles, was crucified on a cross, 
then reportedly rose from the dead.

Yet John writes that “these are written 
so that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life 
in his name” (John 20:31). Scripture 
is clear that without the gospel we 
have no hope, for we are spiritually 
dead, enslaved to sin, enemies of God, 
and recipients of God’s wrath. The 
gospel changes everything, for “it 
is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes” (Rom 1:16).

Through the gospel: 
• We have forgiveness of our sins

• We are no longer enslaved to sin

• We are alive to God in Christ Jesus

• We are redeemed by the 
blood of Christ

• We are justified by Christ’s resurrection

• We have the promised Holy Spirit who 
assures us that we are children of God

• We are sealed with the Holy 
Spirit who is the guarantee of 
our inheritance in Christ

• We are seated with Christ 
in the heavenly places

• We are children of God, heirs of 
God and fellow-heirs with Christ

• We are God’s ambassadors of 
reconciliation, representatives 
of the King

What we profess in the Apostle’s 
Creed might seem like folly to this 
world. But the gospel is “folly to 
those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is is the 
power of God” (1Cor 1:18). 

// PR AYER
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for the Gospel. 
Words fail us as we consider all that you have 
provided in your rich grace to us through this 
Gospel. Strengthen us with power through your 
Spirit so that Christ may be the Lord of our lives 
in every area.

// SONG
We Believe (Apostle’s Creed) 

by Keith and Kristyn Getty 

 QUESTION 32
What do we believe by true faith?
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Upon conversion a believer is united with Christ 

through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit who 

guarantees our future inheritance. Being united with 

Christ means that all our sins are forgiven, we have 

Christ’s righteousness imputed to us, and we are 

joined with his body, the church

REFERENCE  
ephesians 4:22-24, ezekiel 11:19-20, 2 Corinthians 5:17

One of the stories I relate to most 
in “The Chronicles of Narnia” by C.S. 
Lewis is “The Voyage of the Dawn 
Treader.” Eustace, stumbling upon 
gold and treasure, is consumed by 
receiving such a large fortune. Falling 
asleep alongside his large inheritance, 
he wakes up and finds himself turned 
into a dragon. His scaly body and the 
inability to recognize himself became 
outward manifestations of his inward 
heart, filled with vile thoughts of 
greediness, selfishness and pride. 
Ashamed and shocked at this change, 
Eustace tries to rip off his scales only 
to find the layers falling off with no 
end. He realizes that he will never 
be able to get rid of this skin by his 
own efforts. His physical change also 
isolates him from the other children.

 Aslan, the Christ-like character in 
the story, appears and says: “You will 
have to let me undress you.” Eustace 
describes the whole process: “The 
very first tear he made was so deep 
that I thought it had gone right 
into my heart. And when he began 
pulling the skin off, it hurt worse 
than anything I’ve ever felt.”

Being united with Christ is a process 
of being made new, just like Eustace 
being transformed from a dragon 
back into a boy. Shedding the old skin 
of sin is an unfolding that cuts deep, 
and it begins with acknowledging 
the depravity of our hearts.

But God, in his grace and mercy, 
pierces into our darkness, changes 
our hearts, and imputes to us Christ’s 
righteousness (2Cor 5:21). God loves 
us. So despite the pain, he will not 
allow sin to continue in our lives. He 
restores us to him and also to his body, 
the church. Within the pain of stripping 
away the old self is an unmistaken 
healing, “The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come” (2Cor 5:17).

// PR AYER
Dear Jesus, you are continually making us like 
you through the daily transformation of our 
hearts and minds, a sure and faithful work of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives. Thank you for what you 
did on the cross that has won us the forgiveness 
of sins and the restoration of our relationship with 
God and with others.

// SONG
Made Alive

by Citizens

 QUESTION 33
What happens to a 
believer upon conversion?

Sin separates us from 
God, but it also isolates 
us from others. 
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The Church is the people of God, the body of Christ, 

and the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. The universal 

Church is the sum total throughout history of all those 

whom God has chosen and redeemed for himself. 

Local churches are the visible expressions of this 

universal Church. The Church is made up of disciples of 

Christ who are united by a common faith in the gospel. 

It is a community that loves, follows, learns from, and 

worships God together. God sends out this community 

to proclaim the gospel and prefigure Christ’s kingdom 

by their love for one another.

REFERENCE  ephesians 2:19-22

What is the church? Or rather, a better 
way to ask is, WHO is the church?

It is not a building or a gathering on 
Sunday morning. It extends beyond 
both, to the understanding that 
the church is made up of “fellow 
citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, built on 
the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, [with] Christ Jesus himself 
being the cornerstone” (eph 2:19-22).

On a historical and macro level, the 
church refers to the total number 
of believers who have ever lived, 
to all the redeemed who look to 
Christ for salvation. But on a micro 
level, the church can also refer to 
a group of believers in a particular 
locality, a people called to life 
together in a geographical location.

In Ephesians 3:10, Paul tells us that 
“through the church the manifold 
wisdom of God might now be made 
known to the rulers and authorities 
in the heavenly places.” The church 
exists to help people see that God is 
real, faithful, and true. But what does 
that mean? How should the church live 
to help others see that? Jesus calls 
us to “let your light so shine before 
men that they may see your good 

deeds and give glory to your Father 
in heaven" (matt 5:16). According to 
Jesus, good deeds done in his name 
will and should move others to praise 
God (eph 2:10, titus 2:14, matt 5:16). 

When we leave our Sunday 
gatherings, we do not stop being 
the church. Instead, we live our 
lives knowing that in everything 
we do, we do as the blood-bought 
church of God with the goal of 
spreading the supremacy of God in 
all things for the joy of all people.

// PR AYER
Dear Jesus, thank you that through your blood we 
are joined with your people through all of history 
who have called on your name by faith. Help us 
to desire to do good deeds alongside the people 
who you’ve called us to locally so that others may 
see and love you too.

// SONG
The Church’s One Foundation

by Samuel J. Stone

 QUESTION 34
What is the church?

We, as a church, exists 
for God and for others.
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We join a local church after having been baptised, 

the sign that identifies us as being united to Christ 

and, therefore, a member of his body. We covenant 

together with one another as members of a local 

church body to live for God’s glory, in the fellowship of 

God’s people.

REFERENCE  Acts 2:41-47

Have you ever wondered what it was 
like to live in the time of the early 
church? Reading through Acts, I am 
often challenged and encouraged 
by the faith demonstrated through 
the disciples of the early church. God 
gives us amazing glimpses into the 
way he acts through community when 
his people are gathered together, 
praying for each other and sacrificially 
serving one another (Acts 2:32-46).

Being part of a church is a deliberate 
and major part of the way we live, 
and not simply a weekly two-hour 
attendance on Sunday mornings. God 
meets our needs through his means 
of grace, and one of those means is 
the community we find in our local 
church. The early church was “of 
one heart and soul, and no one said 
that any of the things that belonged 
to him was his own, but they had 
everything in common” (Acts 4:32). 
They understood what it meant to be 
part of a church, which involves: 1) 
Being united in Jesus as his Bride with 
one heart and soul, and 2) Knowing 
that all that they possessed is not their 
own. God had given them resources 
to serve the brothers and sisters with 
whom they were in close community.

There is no part of our lives that 
God means for us to keep from our 
community of believers. We carry 
each other’s burdens, share in the joys 
and sorrows of life, and consider each 

others’ needs as our own. Living in 
community means accountability (eph 
4:15), provoking others to good works 
(Heb 10:24), and encouraging others 
with the word of God (eph 4:29).

In other words, know each 
other. Grow close. Stay close. Go 
deep. It does not mean that we 
have to spend 24/7 together, 

// PR AYER
Dear Jesus, help us to sacrificially love the people 
you have placed in our lives through our church 
community so that we may bring glory to you 
as your beloved Bride, whom you came to seek 
and save.

// SONG
O Church Arise

by Keith Getty, Stuart Townend 

 QUESTION 35
What does joining a local 
church involve?

but it does mean that 
we should find creative 
ways to serve and love 
one another in the 
rhythms of everyday life.
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Christians relate to fellow church members as their own 

spiritual family with fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters 

and children who have been given to them for this age 

and eternity. We relate to each other in love as family, 

helping one another grow in Christ.

REFERENCE  ephesians 4:1-6, mark 10:29-30

In a day and age that focuses more 
on culture than community, Jesus has 
called us to be community-builders 
and to seek love and harmony within 
the church (eph 4:3). John 13:35 
tells us that “by this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.”

Hebrews 3:12-14 is honest with us 
regarding the possibility of falling away 
from the faith, but it also tells us how 
we should act to prevent that: “But 
exhort one another every day, as long 
as it is called ‘today,’ that none of you 
may be hardened by the deceitfulness 
of sin.” Christian fellowship and 
community is meant to help us 
persevere in the faith and defend us 
against sin and an unbelieving heart. 
It is saying to each other without 
ceasing, and helping each other see, 
that Jesus is better. He is better than 
the momentary pleasures of sin (Heb 
11:26), his ways are wiser than our own 
(isa 55:8), and he is more than enough 
to satisfy all of our longings (John 4:14). 

Jude 1:22-23 exhorts us to “save 
others by snatching them from the 

fire”. Eternity is at stake. Learning to 
treasure Jesus as our supreme treasure 
begins now. If God uses community 
as a way to help us persevere and 
grow in our faith, then the call to love 
one another in the bond of Christ 
has massive repercussions. Every 
encouraging conversation, every 
loving rebuke, every attempt to point 
others to Jesus are means God will 
use to sanctify us completely (1thess 
5:23). There are no meaningless 
encounters in life and every interaction 
with others counts for all of eternity. 

Let us speak to and serve each 
other in ways that cause us to have 
hearts of faith that increasingly 
values Jesus. Fighting to help each 
other keep the faith is a community 
project. It is what God is calling us to 
when he adopts us into his family.

// PR AYER
Dear Jesus, we are prone to wander. Give us love, 
wisdom and patience as we persevere in the 
faith and help others on this journey in the fight 
of faith. We yearn to be more like you. You are 
faithful, you will keep us, we have confidence that 
you will surely do it.

// SONG
Look What God Has Done

by Ghost Ship 

 QUESTION 36
How are Christians to relate to 
their fellow church members?

What does this 
love entail?

Why is this love 
important?
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Baptism is the public declaration of our repentance 

from sin and faith in Christ. It is a sign that we have 

been united with Christ in his death and resurrection. 

Baptism signifies that we have been forgiven, have 

received new life in Christ, and belong to the Lord and 

his Church.

REFERENCE  Romans 6:3-4

Do you ever have those days where 
you feel separated from God? You 
don’t necessarily feel far from him, 
but you don’t feel very close either.

Don’t always trust your feelings! 
Christians are by definition people 
who are close to God, even when we 
don’t FEEL it. A Christian is someone 
who is in Christ. It doesn’t get closer to 
God than that, being in Christ himself.

When a person becomes a Christian, 
he or she has a spiritual baptism. 
We are “baptised into Christ” (Rom 
6:3). That is to say, we are completely 
immersed into Christ in a spiritual way. 
We are plunged into Christ. We are 
submerged into him. We are covered, 
encapsulated and cocooned by him!

We become indivisible, inseparable 
and conjoined with him. Everything 
that belongs to Christ becomes ours. 
We are placed into his death. We are 
placed into his resurrection, his life 
and his ascension. We are placed 
into his relationship with the Father.

Baptism in water is a representation 
of what has already happened 
spiritually. It is a sign that we have 
been united with Christ in his death 
and resurrection. Baptism signifies 
that we have been forgiven and that 
we have received new life in Christ.

So when you are feeling far from God, 
remember the sign of baptism. Your 
water baptism was a public sign to the 
world. But it is also a powerful sign 
to yourself. It means you are close to 
God, baptised into Christ. You are 
united with his love and close to him.

// PR AYER
Father, would you remind me daily that I have 
been immersed with Jesus; that I am covered 
by his immense love, his act of sacrifice, and his 
completed work? When I feel far away from you, 
let me see my baptism as a sign that I am forever 
placed into a loving relationship with you.

// SONG
There is One Reason 

by Doug Plank

 QUESTION 37
What is baptism?

Being baptised into 
Christ means the 
Christian is totally 
fused with him. 
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All and only those who have repented of their sins and 

trusted in Christ.

REFERENCE  Acts 2:38-41

Picture a lady’s wedding ring. It 
might be expensive. It probably 
holds great sentimental value.

Imagine if the lady lost her wedding 
ring. Would she stop being married 
to her husband the moment the 
ring is lost? What if a single lady 
found that ring and put it on —
would she suddenly be married 
to the other woman’s husband?

We all know that the ring is just a 
physical symbol of a spiritual reality. 
The ring is an outward sign of a 
powerful covenant between the wife 
and the husband. It represents the 
covenant; but the covenant exists 
whether the ring exists or not.

In the Old Testament, God’s 
covenant with his people required 
a sign. God told Abraham that the 
sign of the covenant was to be 
circumcision. Abraham “received 
the sign of circumcision, a seal 
of the righteousness that he 
had by faith” (Rom 4:11a). The 
sign came AFTER the faith.

It is a physical symbol of a powerful 
covenant between Christians and 
God. Baptism comes after a Christian’s 
repentance of sins and faith in 
Christ. It is the mark of Christ, the 
insignia of God, on the Christian.

Married people wear their wedding 
rings as a declaration of their vows 
for the world to see. But the rings 
are also a sign of their own hearts. 
And so it is for us with baptism.

// PR AYER
Dear Lord, we are so grateful to be included in 
Christ’s covenant. We are so privileged to carry 
a symbol of your covenant with us by being 
baptised, and we thank you for the power and 
steadfastness of your commitment to us.

// SONG
Come Ye Sinners

by Todd Agnew 

 QUESTION 38
Who should be baptised?

Baptism by water, 
as described in the 

New Testament, is an 
outward sign of an 

inward truth. 
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Christ commanded all Christians to eat bread and to 

drink from the cup in thankful remembrance of him 

and his death. The Lord’s Supper is a celebration 

of the presence of God in our midst. It signifies our 

communion with God and with one another, as we 

continue in fellowship with Christ’s Church. The Lord’s 

Supper feeds and nourishes our souls. It is also eaten in 

anticipation of the day when we will eat and drink with 

Christ in his Father’s kingdom.

REFERENCE  1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Do you really know what it 
means to be “in Christ?”

Sometimes we have great “head 
knowledge” of what being in Christ 
means, without having commensurate 

“heart knowledge” of it.

First, as much as you are in 
Christ, Christ is in you (Col 1:27). 
If it’s hard picturing being in 
Christ, try seeing it the other way 
round: Christ being in you.

Second, there’s a special way to 
help us understand that Christ is 
in us: the Lord’s Supper. One of 
Jesus’ greatest claims is that he is 
the Bread of Life. “If anyone eats of 
this bread, he will live forever. And 
the bread that I will give for the life 
of the world is my flesh” (Jn 6:51).

When we partake of the Lord’s Supper, 
it is a symbol of the Bread of Life 
entering, filling, and living inside us. 
Similarly, the wine is symbolic of Jesus’ 
precious blood. Together, they are a 
reminder of Christ in us. “Whoever 
feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood 
abides in me, and I in him” (Jn 6:56).

The Lord’s Supper is a mystical 
experience through which God 
gave us simple, everyday objects 
to help us understand that we are 
in Christ and that Christ is in us. We 
are in the bread and in the blood; 
the bread and the blood are in us.

“Taste and see that the Lord is 
good” (ps 34:8a). With the Lord’s 
Supper, we physically taste bread 
and wine, and are spiritually 
filled by his body and blood.

// PR AYER
We are thankful to take communion in fellowship 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ, dear Lord. 
May these elements remind us of your presence 
in our midst, and the day when we will be united 
in your glory.

// SONG
Behold the Lamb 

by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

 QUESTION 39
What is the Lord’s Supper?

God has a special way to help our hearts 
better understand being in Christ.
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No, Christ died once for all. The Lord’s Supper is a 

covenant meal celebrating Christ’s atoning work. It 

is also a means of strengthening our faith as we look 

to him, and a foretaste of the future feast. But those 

who take part with unrepentant hearts eat and drink 

judgment on themselves..

REFERENCE  1 peter 3:18

There is a lot of defeat in this world. 
People let us down. Our plans fail. 
Disappointments follow. We sin, even 
when we know we shouldn’t. But we 
still do. We often ask ourselves, “How 
did the devil make me do it? Again!”

With so much defeat all around 
us, it’s important to look for the 
victories. And when we find them, 
they should be celebrated.

There was a famous victory in Genesis 
14. Abram’s nephew Lot was abducted, 
but Abram pursued the enemy 
and defeated them. Lot was saved! 
After this, Melchizedek the king of 
Salem brought out bread and wine. 
Melchizedek was priest of God Most 
High, and at this meal he blessed 
both Abram and God Most High.

Jesus based his own instructions for 
the Lord’s Supper on these elements.

The greatest victory is Jesus’ triumph 
over all our enemies — death, sin, and 
even ourselves. The Lord’s Supper 
is therefore the celebration of Jesus’ 
highest victory. Abram’s bread and 
wine came after the victory, not 
before it. The bread and the wine 
are a celebration of victories already 
won. They are not deposits that we 
make to ask God for future victory.

We cannot add anything to what Jesus 
has already done through the cross and 
the resurrection. The Lord’s Supper 
itself does not add to Jesus’ atoning 
work, and partaking of the Lord’s 
Supper does not make us Christians. 
Rather, it is a celebration of the victory 
we already have. That’s why we 
should never tire of celebrating Jesus’ 
ultimate victory time and time again.

// PR AYER
Lord, I am thankful that your death and 
resurrection atoned for my sins, wholly and 
completely. Will you search me with your Spirit 
so I may partake in communion with a heart of 
repentance? 

// SONG
Remembrance - (Communion Song)

by Matt Redman

 QUESTION 40
Does the Lord’s Supper add 
anything to Christ’s atoning work?

From that moment 
on, the bread and 
the wine became 

celebratory symbols 
of God’s victories 
over his enemies.
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ANSWER

We should not forsake the weekly gathering of God’s 

people. God calls us to regularly assemble and to seek 

to build up the body by speaking his truth in love to 

one another. We are to, by God’s grace, love and serve 

one another, strengthening our unity in the gospel. 

The church is called to display God’s glory to the 

world. Together, through personal service and financial 

generosity, we support the ministry of the church and 

work to advance the gospel to all nations.

REFERENCE  Hebrews 10:24-25, ephesians 4:15-16

This is how the world will know that we 
are God’s people (John 13:34-35). Our 
fellowship as a church is so necessary 
that the apostle John writes that those 
who wilfully separate themselves from 
the church have never received God’s 
grace; “for if they had been of us, they 
would have continued with us. But they 
went out, that it might become plain 
that they all are not of us” (1Jn 2:19).

All of us have fallen into sin. However, 
God showed his infinite love by 
sending Jesus Christ into the world to 
die on the cross and rise again for the 
salvation of the Church. When God 
called us from death to life, he gave 
us a new nature to love him and his 
ways (eze 36:26-27). Therefore, let us 
strive to love one another zealously, 
knowing that we can only do so 
because of the immense love we 
have received in Jesus (1Jn 4:7-11).

We love each other through the gifts 
that God has freely given to us (Rom 
12:4-8, 1Cor 12:4-11), and by giving 
out of a cheerful and generous heart 
within our means. For Jesus, who was 
rich, became poor so that we may 
become spiritually rich (2Cor 8:9-15). 
This is not done for self-exaltation, 

but rather “for the common good” 
and “to equip the saints for the work 
of ministry (the preaching of the 
gospel), [and] for building up the 
body of Christ” (1Cor 12:7, eph 4:12).

Let us also not neglect gathering 
together and exhorting one another by 
speaking the truth in love. We do this 
so that we may grow to become like 
Christ, and not become hardened by 
the deceitfulness of sin and eventually 
depart from God (eph 4:15, Heb 3:12-
14, 10:24-25). Indeed, we are like living 
stones being built up as the house of 
God, offering to him sweet spiritual 
sacrifices through Christ (1pet 2:5).

// PR AYER
O Lord, we thank you for the immeasurable love 
that you have shown to us through the death 
and resurrection of your Son. Help us to love one 
another as you have loved us, that in all things 
you will be glorified in all the earth.

// SONG
O How Good It Is 

by Keith and Kristyn Getty  

 QUESTION 41
How should we seek to live 
in the church?

God calls each of us to not only love 
him, but also to love one another as 
Christ loves us.
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