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Welcome
Welcome to our Membership Class!

We are excited that you have been visiting Redemption Hill 
Church (RHC) and are taking the next step to becoming a part of 
our community. We believe that God has saved us as individuals 
and adopted us into the family of believers. This is expressed 
through meaningful membership and active discipleship at a local 
church.

At RHC, we hold on to convictions from the Bible that we believe, 
honour and glorify God. This class, along with this booklet, outline 
what we believe, who we are and how we do things. After the 
class, we invite you to consider joining one of our congregations 
and meet with an elder of the congregation so that we may know 
and serve you better.

We hope you enjoy this class. Read through the materials, make 
notes and feel free to ask any questions you may have.

For Christ and his Kingdom, 
The Eldership Team of RHC
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You will hear this word very often at RHC. Whether you are new 
to a church or a long-time churchgoer, you should have come 
across the word ‘gospel’ at one point or another.

What exactly do we mean when we say ‘gospel’? ‘Gospel’ is 
simply	the	Greek	word	for	‘good	news’	and	specifically	the	
‘good news’ of what God has done in Jesus Christ, his Son. We 
can summarise the gospel by unpacking these words—God, 
Man, Christ and Response:

1. God | God is the creator of everything (Genesis 1:1). He is 
perfectly holy, perfectly loving and worthy of all worship. 
Because of his perfect holiness, he cannot tolerate sin, 
which is rebellion against him. This is because it is both an 
affront to his character and detrimental to the sinner. God 
will punish sin (1 John 1:5, Revelation 4:11, Romans 2:5-8).

2. Man | All people were created good and are accountable 
to God. Everyone has become sinful by nature 
(Genesis 1:26-28, Psalm 51:5, Romans 3:23). From birth, all 
people are alienated from God, hostile to God, and subject 
to the wrath of God (Ephesians 2:1- 3). God would be 
completely just if he judged all people for their sin.

3. Christ | However in his perfect love, he sent his Son, Jesus 
Christ, who is fully God and fully man, to earth. He lived 
a sinless life, died on the cross to bear God’s wrath in the 
place of all who would believe in him, rose from the grave, 
defeating sin and death, in order to give his people eternal 
life (John 1:1, 1 Timothy 2:5, Hebrews 7:26, Romans 3:21- 
26,  
2 Corinthians	5:21,	1 Corinthians	15:20-	22). 
 

The Gospel



5

4. Response | We must each personally respond to this good 
news. God calls everyone everywhere to repent of their sins 
and trust in what Christ has done on their behalf in order 
to be saved from sin and reconciled to God (Mark 1:15, 
Acts 20:21, Romans 10:9- 10).

This is the gospel! 
 
(Note: Some of this material has been adapted from  
http://www.9marks.org/answers/what- gospel)
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Telos is our 5-year vision. 
Telos means aim, goal, or purpose. We recently turned 10 years 
old and have been praying that God would help us as a church 
in this next season to use all that he has given us to bless others.

What do the next 5 years look like?
Ultimately, our vision is for Asia to be renewed by people, 
churches and cities transformed by the gospel. Our focus in the 
coming years are in three areas: Raise Up. Live Out. Plant Out 

Our Vision & Mission
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We desire to raise up leaders and strengthen community groups. 
We desire to live out our work and relationships through the 
redemptive lens of the gospel. We desire to plant out healthy 
churches from RHC.

What does this mean for you?
In	the	book	of	Esther,	Mordecai	replies	to	Esther	who	is	in	a	seat	
of	influence,	“And	who	knows	whether	you	have	not	come	to	the	
kingdom for such a time as this?”  We believe that everyone has 
a role to play in God’s kingdom and has been placed in this city 
at this time for a reason. How is God calling you to be involved in 
his purposes for the nations through RHC? 

May we be a church that longs for his glory, his kingdom here on 
earth as it is in heaven.



8

1. The Scriptures 

We accept the Bible, including the 39 books of the Old Testament 
and the 27 books of the New Testament1, as the written Word 
of God2. The Bible is the only essential and infallible record of 
God’s self-disclosure to mankind3. It leads us to salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ4. Being given by God, the Scriptures are 
both fully and verbally inspired by God5. Therefore, as originally 
given, the Bible is free of error in all it teaches6. Each book is to be 
interpreted according to its context and purpose7 and in reverent 
obedience to the Lord8 who speaks through it in living power9. 
All believers are exhorted to study the Scriptures10 and diligently 
apply them to their lives11. The Scriptures are the authoritative 
and normative rule and guide of all Christian life, practice and 
doctrine12. They are totally sufficient and must not be added to, 
superseded, or changed by later tradition, extra-biblical revelation, 
or worldly wisdom13. Every doctrinal formulation, whether of creed, 
confession, or theology must be put to the test of the full counsel 
of God in Holy Scripture14. We continue to grow in our knowledge 
of God and his ways15 through the Scriptures16.

Implications:
God speaks infallibly to us through the Bible. Therefore, a high
premium should be placed on preaching that expounds the text of
the Bible and on studying the Bible in both personal and corporate

1 2 Pet 3:15,16.
2 Matt 1:22; 4:4; 19:4,5; Heb 1:1:1-2.
3 Jn 17:17; 2 Tim 3:15-17; 1 Pet 1:23; Ps 119:44, 165.
4 Lk 16:29-31; Gal 1:8, 9; 2 Tim 3:15.
5 2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:20,21.
6 Num 23:19; 2 Sam 7:28; Prov 30:5; Ps 119:96,160; Matt 5:18; Jn 10:35; 17:17; Titus 1:1, 2.
7 Lk 1:1-4.
8 Matt 28:20; 2 Thess 3:14; 1 Jn 2:5.
9 2 Tim 3:16.
10 2 Tim 2:15.
11 1 Tim 4:16; Matt 22:29.
12 2 Tim 3:16.
13 Rev 22:18,19.
14 Acts 17:11, 2 Thess 2:15.
15 Rm 15:4; Rm 1:2; 4:21; Heb 10:23; 2 Pet 1:4; 3:13.
16 Matt 4:4.

Our Statement of Faith
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settings such as Community Groups. God is encountered in his
Word and transformation of lives results from that encounter.

2. God is Triune

There is one God17: infinite18, eternal19, almighty20, and perfect in 
holiness21, truth22 and love23. The Triune God consists of God the 
Father24, God the Son25 and God the Holy Spirit26 as three distinct 
Persons27 but one divine being, coexistent28, coequal29, coeternal30. 
One God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—is the foundation of 
Christian faith31 and life32.

Implications:
The implications of the Trinitarian doctrine are rich and manifold.
Amongst others, the unity and diversity within the Trinity is both
reflected and celebrated in life, for example at church and at home.
In marriage, husbands and wives are equal before God while having
distinct roles. In the church, we celebrate the diversity of cultures,
nationalities, languages, personalities, gifts and leadership roles
while affirming that we are one body in Christ.

3. God the Father

God the Father33 is the Creator of heaven and earth34. By his 
Word35 and for his glory36, he freely37 and supernaturally created 
the world from nothing38. Through the same Word he daily sustains 

17 Dt 6:4; Mk 12:29.
18 Ps 90:2; 145:3.
19 Ps 33:11; 102:25-27; 115:3; Dan 4:34,35; John 5:26; Acts 17:24-25.
20 Jer 32:17; Eph 1:11; 3:20; 2 Cor 6:18; Rev 1:8.
21 Dt 32:4; Ps 18:30; 50:2; Matt 5:48.
22 Jn 14:6.
23 1 Jn 4:8,16.
24 Dt 32:6, Mt 6:6; Rm 8:15; 1 Cor 8:6.
25 Matt 3:17; Jn 1:14; 3:16; Gal 4:4; Heb 1:5.
26 Jn 14:16, 17, 26; 15:26; 16:7-15; Rm 8:9, 26; Gal 4:6.
27 Jn 17:11; Matt 3:16-17; 28:19; 2 Cor 13:14; 1 Pet 1:2.
28 Gen 1:1-3.
29 Jn 10:30; Acts 5:3-4.
30 Jn 3:35; 17:24.
31 Jn 3:16, 17; 6:38; 14:16; 16:7.
32 1 Cor 11:3; 12:12; Rev 7:9.
33 Dt 32:6; Mt 6:6; Rm 8:15; 1 Cor 8:6.
34 Gen 1:1; Ps 33:6; Jn 1:3; Col 1:15-17; Heb 11:3.
35 Gen 1; Jn 1:1-3.
36 Ps 19:1-2; Col 1:16; Rm 11:36.
37 Is 44:24.
38 Gen 1:1; Heb 11:3.
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all his creatures39. He rules over all40 and is the only Sovereign41. His plans and 
purposes cannot be thwarted42. He is faithful to every promise43, works all things 
together for good to those who love him44, and in his unfathomable grace, gave 
his son, Jesus Christ for mankind’s redemption45. He made man for fellowship 
with himself, and intended that all creation should live to the praise of his 
glory46.

Implications: 
We relate to God the Father as his children through Jesus Christ. His affection 
towards us is the lavish love of a perfect father. His discipline is always for our 
restoration and growth. His plans for us are always perfect. In response, we worship 
and call out to him both in reverent awe and in joyful expectancy.

4. Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ47, the only begotten Son of God48, was the eternal Word made 
flesh49, supernaturally conceived by the Holy Spirit50, born of the Virgin Mary51. 
He was perfect in nature, teaching and obedience52. He is fully God53 and fully 
man54. He was always with God and is God55. Through him all things came into 
being and were created56. He was before all things and in him all things hold 
together by the word of his power57. He is the image of the invisible God, the 
first-born of all creation58, and in him dwells the fullness of the godhead bodily59. 
He is the only Saviour for the sins of the world60, having shed his blood and died 
a vicarious death61 on Calvary’s cross62. By his death in our place, he revealed 
the divine love and upheld divine justice, removing our guilt and reconciling us 
to God63. Having redeemed us from sin, the third day he rose bodily from the 

39 Heb 1:3.
40 Eph 4:6.
41 2 Kgs 19:15, 19; Ps 86:10; Is 37:16.
42 Gen 50:20; Act 2:23.
43 Num 23:19; Josh 23:14; Ps 145:13; Rm 4:19-21; 2 Cor 1:20a.
44 Rm 8:28.
45 Jn 3:16; Eph 1:7.
46 Gen 1:26-28; Rm 11:36; Col 1:16; Rev 4:11.
47 Matt 1:21; 16:18.
48 Jn 3:16.
49 Jn 1:1,14.
50 Matt 1:18; Lk 1:34,35.
51 Isa 7:14; Matt 1:20; Lk 1:34,35.
52 Rm 5:19; Gal 4:4-5; Matt 3:15; Phil 2:7,8; Heb 4:15.
53 Isa 9:6; Jer 23:6; Jn1:1; 20:28; Rm 9:5; Col 2:9.
54 Matt 4:2; Lk 2:40,52; Jn 11:35; Heb 5:7-8; Jn 1:1-13.
55 Jn 1:1-2.
56 Jn 1:3; Col 1:16.
57 Col 1:17.
58 Col 1:15.
59 Col 1:19.
60 Jn 4:42; 1 Jn 4:14.
61 Jn 15:13; 1 Jn 3:16; 2 Cor 5:21.
62 Col 1:19-22, Phil 2:8.
63 Rm 3:26.
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grave64, victorious over death65 and the powers of darkness66, and for a period of 
40 days67 appeared to more than 500 witnesses68, performing many convincing 
proofs of his resurrection69. He ascended into heaven70 where, at God’s right 
hand71, he intercedes for his people72 and rules as Lord over all73. He is the Head 
of his body, the Church74, and should be adored75, loved76, served, and obeyed77 
by all.

Implications:
Christ is both our Saviour and Lord. He reflects what God is like in all that he does 
and thinks. By his death on the Cross, Jesus obtained salvation and secured all 
spiritual blessings for us. We enter into these benefits by placing our faith in him. 
Thereafter, we seek to point all to Christ through our thoughts, word and deed, 
by walking as Christ walked.

5. The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life78, convicts the world of sin, 
righteousness and judgment79. Through the proclamation of the gospel he 
persuades men to repent of their sins and confess Jesus as Lord80. By the same 
Spirit a person is led to trust in divine mercy81. The Holy Spirit unites believers 
to Jesus Christ in faith82, brings about the new birth83 and dwells within84 the 
regenerate. The Holy Spirit has come to glorify the Son85, who in turn came 
to glorify the Father86. He will lead87 the Church into a right understanding88 
and rich application89 of the truth of God’s Word90. He is to be respected and 
honoured as God and one of the three persons of the Trinity91.

64 Matt 28:1-10; Mk 16:1-8;Lk 24:39; Rm 4:25; 1 Cor 15:20,44-45; Col 1:18; Rev 1:5.
65 1 Cor 15:26, 55.
66 Col 2:15.
67 Acts 1:3.
68 1 Cor 15:6.
69 Matt 28:9-10,16-20; Lk 24:13-53; Jn 20:11-21:25; Acts 1:3.
70 Lk 24:51; Acts 1:6-11; Eph 1:20, 4:8-10; 1 Tim 3:16.
71 Eph 1:20; Col 3:1; Heb 1:3, 8:1, 10:12; 1 Pet 3:22.
72 Rm 8:34; Heb 2:17, 3:1, 4:14, 6:20, 7:25, 8:1, 9:24; 1 Jn 2:1.
73 Eph 1:21-23.
74 Matt 21:42, Eph 1:22, 5:23; Col 1:18.
75 Lk 14:26; Phi 3:7-11.
76 Matt 10:37, 28:19; Mk 12:29-30; Jn 8:42, 20:21.
77 1 Cor 7:22; 2 Cor 9:13; Eph 6:5-6; 1 Pet 1:2.
78 Gen 2:7.
79 Jn 16:8; 1 Cor 2:14.
80 2 Cor 3:17-18, 4:3-6.
81 Rm 9:14-18,1 Tim 1:13-14,16; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet 2:10.
82 Rm 3:24; 5:15-21; 12:5; 1 Cor 1:2, 15:22; 2 Cor 5:17; Gal 1:22, 2:17, 3:28, Eph 1:4, 2:12, 3:6, 4:32; 2 Tim 2:10; 1 Thess 

4:16.
83 Ezek 36:25-27; Jn 3:3, 5; 1 Cor 12:3; 2 Cor 5:17; Eph 2:5; Col 2:13; 1 Thess 1:4-5; 2 Thess 2:13; Titus 3:5; Jam 1:18; 1 Pet 

1:3.
84 Jn 14:17; Rm 8:11; 1 Cor 3:16.
85 Jn 16:14.
86 Jn 17:1-5.
87 Jn 16:13; Acts 15:28; Rm 8:14; Gal 5:18.
88 2 Tim 2:7.
89 Phil 1:9-11.
90 2 Tim 3:16.
91 Jn 14:16-17, 26; 15:26; 16:7-15; Rm 8:9, 26; Gal 4:6.
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Implications:
God cannot be known apart from the work of the Holy Spirit. We worship the Holy 
Spirit as God and constantly seek his infilling so that we may love Christ more, be 
more holy and be empowered for service. We recognise that no one comes to 
Christ and the Father unless the Spirit draws him, and so we pray earnestly for the 
Holy Spirit to especially open the hearts of unbelievers.

6. Man

God made man—male and female—in his own image, as the crown of creation, 
that man might have fellowship with him92. Tempted by Satan, man rebelled 
against God93. Being estranged from his Maker94, yet responsible to him95, he 
became subject to divine wrath96, inwardly depraved97 and, apart from a special 
work of grace98, utterly incapable of returning to God99. This depravity is radical 
and pervasive. It extends to his mind, will and affections100. The unregenerate 
man lives under the dominion of sin101 and Satan102. He is at enmity with God, 
hostile toward God and hateful of God103. Fallen, sinful people, whatever their 
character or attainments, are lost and without hope apart from salvation in 
Christ104. 

Implications:
Our view of man is both hopeful and sober. Hopeful, because man is made in 
the image of God and thus has the potential to do so much good in this world. 
Sober because, by wilful rebellion, man has estranged himself from God, and is 
thus inclined to and capable of unthinkable evil. Therefore, it is not perplexing 
when we find man doing great, wonderful good deeds or horrible bad deeds. 
Rather, the former elicits our thanksgiving while the latter provokes our cries to 
God for mercy.

7. The Gospel

The good news is revealed in Jesus’ birth, life, death, resurrection and 
ascension105. Christ’s crucifixion is the heart of the gospel106, his resurrection the 

92 Gen 1:26-27, 5:1, 9:6; 1 Cor 11:7; Col 3:10; Jam 3:9.
93 Gen 3:1-6; Jn 8:44; Rm 5:12-14, 16:20; 2 Cor 11:3; 1 Tim 2:13-14.
94 Rm 5:10.
95 Rm 1:19-21.
96 Rm 1:18; 2:5; 3:9-19; 3:23; Eph 2:3.
97 Gen 6:5; Jer 17:9; Isa 6:5; Rm 5:15, 8:5-8; Eph 2:1-2, 4:17-19.
98 2 Cor 4:3-4.
99 Rm 3:11-12.
100 Gen 6:5; Rm 3:9-18.
101 Jn 8:34.
102 1 Jn 5:19.
103 Jn 8:44.
104 Isa 53:6, 64:6; Rm 3:23, 6:23.
105 Mk 1:1, 1 Cor 15.
106 1 Cor 15:3.
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power of the gospel107 and his ascension is the glory of the gospel108. Christ’s 
death is a substitutionary109 and propitiatory110 sacrifice to God for our sins. It 
satisfies the demands of God’s holy justice111 and appeases his holy wrath112. It 
also demonstrates his mysterious love113 and reveals his amazing grace114. Jesus 
Christ is the only mediator between God and man115. There is no other name by 
which man must be saved116. At the heart of all sound doctrine is the cross of 
Jesus Christ117 and the infinite privilege that redeemed sinners have of glorifying 
God because of what he has accomplished118. Therefore, we want all that takes 
place in our hearts, churches and ministries to proceed from and be related to 
the cross119.

Implications: 
We seek to have the gospel as central always, both in our personal spheres and 
in the life of the church. The gospel is not just the first step into the Christian life 
but rather the centre of our entire Christian life. Everything that we do in life and 
ministry must be tied back to the gospel. The gospel saves us, transforms us and 
motivates us for service, for the glory of God.

8. Salvation 

Salvation120, the free gift of God121 is provided by grace alone122 through faith 
alone123 because of Christ alone124, for the glory of God alone125. This salvation 
is made possible by Christ’s substitutionary death and resurrection126, whereby 
the believer receives the gift of eternal life127 and is declared righteous by God 
as a free gift128. The righteousness of Christ is imputed to him129. He is justified 
and fully accepted by God130. Through Christ’s atonement for sin an individual 

107 1 Cor 15:4,20-28.
108 Mk 16:19; Lk 24:26; Eph 4:8-10.
109 Mk 10:45; 2 Cor 5:21; Heb 2:16-17; 1 Pet 2:24, 3:18.
110 Isa 53:6; Jn 3:36; Rm 3:25, 5:9; Heb 2:17; 1 Thess 5:9; 1 Jn 2:2, 4:10.
111 Rm 3:26.
112 Rm 1:18.
113 Rm 5:8; 1 Jn 4:10.
114 Rm 5:2; Eph 2:7-8.
115 1 Tim 2:5; Heb 9:15, 12:24.
116 Jn 14:6, Acts 4:12.
117 Gal 1:6-9.
118 1 Peter 2:9-10.
119 1 Cor 15:3; Gal 2:14.
120 Jonah 2:9; Lk 1:77, 2:30, 3:6, 19:9; Jn 4:22; Acts 4:12; Rm 1:16; 1 Thess 5:9; 2 Tim 2:10, 3:15, Titus 2:11; Heb 2:3;  

Rev 7:10, 12:10, 19:1.
121 Rm 5:15, 6:23; Eph 2:8.
122 Jn 1:16-17; Acts 18:27, 20:24; Rm 3:24, 4:16, 5:2, 15-17, 20-21, 11:6; Gal 1:6, 2:21, Eph 1:3-8, 2:5-8, 2 Tim 1:9; Titus 3:7, 

Heb 2:9.
123 Matt 9:2, Mk 11:22; Lk 5:20; Acts 6:7, 14:22, 15:9, 16:5, 20:21, 24:24; Rm 1:5, 8, 16-17, 3:21-31, 4:5, 9, 11-22, 5:1-2, 9:30, 

10:6,17; Gal 3:6-11.
124 1 Tim 2:5-6; Col 1:13-18.
125 Rm 11:36; 1 Cor 10:31; 1 Pet 4:11; 2 Pet 1:3; Eph 3:21; Rev 1:6; Rev 7:12.
126 Isa 53:1-12; Jn 12:27-33; Lk 4:16-22; 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 3:10,13; 1 Pet 2:24, 3:18.
127 Jn 3:16, 17:3.
128 Rm 3:21-26.
129 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Jn 2:2.
130 Rm 5:1, 18-19.
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is reconciled to God as Father and becomes his child131. The believer is forgiven 
the debt of his sin132 and, via the miracle of regeneration, liberated from the 
law of sin and death into the freedom of God’s Spirit133. Man’s response to 
the gospel is repentance of his sins towards God and putting his saving faith 
in Christ134. We believe that all the redeemed, once saved, are kept by God’s 
power and are thus secure in Christ forever135. Man’s response to the gospel 
is rooted and grounded in the free and unconditional election of God for his 
own pleasure and glory136. It is also true that the message of the gospel is only 
effectual to those who genuinely repent of their sins and, by God’s grace, put 
saving faith in Christ137. This gospel of grace is to be sincerely preached to all 
man in all nations138.

Implications: 
We humbly acknowledge and celebrate that salvation is of the Lord, that he chose 
us to be his children. At the same time, he has ordained the preaching of the 
gospel as the means by which this salvation is made known. We thus preach the 
gospel to everyone with great confidence, neither changing the message, nor using 
dishonest means, calling everyone to repentance and faith, for we know that those 
whom God draws will surely respond in saving faith. 

9. Sanctification

The Holy Spirit is the active agent in our sanctification139 and seeks to produce 
his fruit in us140 as our minds are renewed and we are conformed141 to the 
image of Christ142. Though indwelling sin remains a reality143, as we are led 
by the Spirit144 we grow in the knowledge of the Lord145, freely keeping his 
commandments146 and endeavouring to so live in the world that all people may 
see our good works and glorify our Father who is in heaven147. All believers are 
exhorted to persevere in the faith, knowing they will have to give an account 
to God for their every thought, word and deed148. The spiritual disciplines, 
especially Bible study, prayer, worship and confession, are a vital means of grace 

131 Jn 15:15; Rm 5:10; 2 Cor 5:18-19; Col 1:20-21.
132 Col 1:14.
133 Jn 8:36; Rm 8:21; Gal 3:1-5,14.
134 Matt 21:32; Mk 1:15; Acts 11:18, 17:30; 2 Cor 7:10; 2 Tim 2:25.
135 Jn 10:27-29, 17:2,12; Rm 5:9, 8:29-30, 35, 38-39; Eph 1:3-14; Phil 1:6; 2 Tim 1:12; 1 Pet 1:3-5; 1 Jn 2:19.
136 Jn 6:44, 15:16; Acts 13:48; Rm 9:15-16, 22-24; Eph 1:4-5, 11; Phil 1:29; 1 Thess 1:4-5; 2 Thess 2:13; 2 Tim 1:9.
137 Acts 2:38, 3:19, 20:21; Eph 2:8-9; Heb 11:6.
138 Matt 28:16; Col 4:2–6; Eph 6:19-20; 1 Pet 3:15.
139 Gal 5:17.
140 Gal 5:22-23.
141 Rm 12:1-2.
142 Rm 8:29-30.
143 Rm 7:22-24, 8:13; 1 Jn 1:8-9.
144 Rm 8:14; Gal 5:18.
145 Eph 1:17, 4:13; Col 1:10, 2:2; 2 Pet 1:3, 6.
146 Ps 40:8; Jn 14:15, 21; Phil 4:8 1 Jn 5:3.
147 Matt 5:16.
148 Matt 12:36-37; Rm 14:12; Heb 4:13; 1 Pet 4:4-5.
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in this regard149. Nevertheless, the believer’s ultimate confidence to persevere is 
based in the sure promise of God to preserve his people until the end, which is 
most certain150.

Implications: The Holy Spirit is actively working in the lives of believers in order 
to conform us to Jesus. We respond to his working by exerting ourselves through 
the spiritual disciplines, that by any means possible we may become more and 
more like Christ. While there is no perfection this side of the Second Coming, we 
make step-by-step progress and look forward to the day God himself will 
transform our lowly bodies and make us like Christ.

10. Empowered by the Spirit

In addition to effecting regeneration and sanctification, the Holy Spirit also 
empowers believers for Christian witness and service151. While all genuine 
believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit at conversion152, the New Testament 
indicates the importance of an ongoing, empowering work of the Spirit 
subsequent to conversion as well153. Being indwelt by the Spirit and being filled 
with the Spirit are theologically distinct experiences154. The Holy Spirit desires to 
fill each believer continually with increased power for Christian life and witness, 
and imparts his supernatural gifts for the edification of the Church and for 
various works of ministry in the world155. All the gifts of the Holy Spirit156 at work 
in the church of the first-century are available today157, are vital for the mission of 
the church158, and are to be earnestly desired159 and practiced160.

Implications: The infilling of the Holy Spirit is an experience to be sought on a
regular basis. It is right to pray that the Holy Spirit would fill us afresh, make us
holy and empower us for service. It is right to depend on the Lord, listen to his
voice and expect him to do signs and wonders in our midst. These signs and
wonders can both be the outwardly spectacular, for example miraculous physical
healing, or the less outwardly spectacular, like the conversion of a soul or inner
healing. Both bring glory to God and demonstrate his power.

149 Acts 2:41-42, 13:2; Jam 5:16.
150 1 Pet 1:3-7.
151 Acts 1:8, 4:8,31, 6:5, 8, 10; Rm 15:19; 1 Cor 2:4; 1 Thess 1:5; 1 Pet 1:12.
152 1 Cor 12:13.
153 Acts 2:4, 4:8, 31; Eph 5:18.
154 Acts 2:4; 4:8, 31; Eph 1:12-14; 5:18.
155 Rm 8:26-27; 1 Cor 12:7,11, 14:26, Eph 4:7-11.
156 Rm 12:6-8; 1 Cor 7:7; 12:8-10, 28; Eph 4:11.
157 1 Cor 13:9,12.
158 1 Cor 12:4-6,28 14:12, 24-25; Eph 4:12-14.
159 1 Cor 12:1, 31, 14:1, 39-40.
160 1 Cor 14:5, 26-33, 39-40; 1 Thess 5:19-21.
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11. The Church

God by his Word161 and Spirit162 creates the Church, calling sinful men out of the 
whole human race into the fellowship of Christ’s Body163. By the same Word and 
Spirit, he guides and preserves that new redeemed humanity164. The Church 
is not a religious institution or denomination. Rather, the Church universal is 
made up of those who have become genuine followers of Jesus Christ and have 
personally appropriated the gospel165. The Church exists to worship and glorify 
God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit166. It also exists to serve him by faithfully doing 
his will on earth167. This involves a commitment to see the gospel preached168 and 
churches planted in all the world for a testimony169. The ultimate mission of the 
Church is the making of disciples through the preaching of the gospel170. When 
God transforms human nature, this then becomes the chief means of society’s 
transformation171. Upon conversion, newly redeemed men and women are added 
to a local church, in which they devote themselves to teaching, fellowship, the 
Lord’s Supper and prayer172.

All members of the Church universal are to be a vital and committed part of a 
local church173. In this context they are called to walk out the New Covenant as 
the people of God174, and demonstrate the reality of the Kingdom of God175. 
The ascended Christ has given gift ministries to the church (including apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers) for the equipping of Christ’s body 
that it might mature and grow176. Through the gift ministries, all members of the 
Church are to be nurtured and equipped for the work of ministry177. Eldership 
in the church is male178. In the context of the local church, God’s people receive 
pastoral care and leadership179 and the opportunity to employ their God-given 
gifts in his service in relation to one another and to the world180.

161 Deut 4:10.
162 Acts 2:47; 1 Cor 12:13.
163 Eph 4:4-6; 1 Pet 2:9.
164 Matt 16:18; Acts 11;26; 1 Cor 7:17, 11:16, 14:4-5, 26, 34; Eph 5:27-29.
165 Matt 18:15-20; Acts 2:41,47; 14:23; 20:7; 1 Cor 1:2, 9; 11:20; 12:13; 16:1-2.
166 Col 3:16; Eph 1:2; Eph 5:16-19; 1 Pet 2:9.
167 Matt 28:19; Acts 11:29; 2 Cor 8:4; Gal 2:10; 1 Jn 3:17.
168 Isa 61:1; Matt 10:7, 11:1,5; 24:14; 26:13; Mk 3:14; 6:12; 13:10; 14:9; 16:15,20; Lk 9:2, 6; 16:16; 24:47; Acts 8:4; 14:7,21;  

Rm 10:15; 15:20; 1 Cor 1:21,23; 2:4; 9:16; 15:1, 11;  2 Cor 4:5; 1 Tim 4:13; 2 Tim 4:2.
169 Acts 8:1, 4, 14; 9:31; 11:19-22; 13:2; 14:21-23; 1 Cor 3:6; Col 1:6; 1 Thess 1:7, 8; Titus 1:5.
170 Matt 28:18-20.
171 Jer 29:7; Matt 5:13-16; Rm 8:19-21; Gal 2:14.
172 Acts 2:41-42.
173 Acts 9:31; 20:28-30; Rm 16:5; 1 Cor 1:2; 16:19; 2 Cor 1:1; 1 Thess 1:1; Philem 1:2.
174 2 Cor 3:6.
175 Matt 10:8; 12:18; 16:19; 24:14; Rm 14:17; 1 Cor 6:9-10.
176 1 Cor 12:28; Eph 4:11-14.
177 1 Cor 14:3, 12, 26; Eph 4:12.
178 1 Cor 14:33-34; 1 Tim 2:11-14; 3:2; Titus 1:5-6.
179 Acts 20:28; Heb 13:17; 1 Tim 3:5,13; 2 Tim 2:10,14-15,24-26; 4:2-5; Titus 1:7,9; 2:1.
180 1 Cor 12:4-31; 14:1-33; Eph 5:18-21.



17

Implications:
Since the church is God’s means of growing the believer, we do not believe it is
possible to be a healthy Christian without being a part of a local church. We seek
to be vital, active members in our local church. We serve others with our gifts, and
receive the help and ministry of others, that together we may grow in knowing
God, holiness, and making Christ known to the world.

12. The Sacraments

Water baptism181 is intended only for the individual who has received the 
saving benefits of Christ’s atoning work and become his disciple182. Therefore, 
in obedience to Christ’s command183 and as a testimony to God, the Church, 
oneself and the world, a believer should be immersed in water184 in the name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit185. Water baptism is a visual demonstration186 
of a person’s union with Christ in the likeness of his death and resurrection187. 
It signifies that his former way of life has been put to death, and vividly depicts 
a person’s release from the mastery of sin188. As with water baptism, the Lord’s 
Supper is to be observed only by those who have become genuine followers 
of Christ189. This ordinance symbolises the breaking of Christ’s body and the 
shedding of his blood on our behalf190, and is to be observed repeatedly 
throughout the Christian life as a sign of continued participation in the atoning 
benefits of Christ’s death191. As we partake of the Lord’s Supper with an attitude 
of faith192 and self-examination193, we remember194 and proclaim the death of 
Christ195, receive spiritual nourishment for our souls196, and signify our unity with 
other members of Christ’s body197.

Implications:
In accordance with God’s commands, we seek to be baptised as close as possible
to the time that we have come to faith in Christ, as a public proclamation and sign
of our union with Christ. We also gladly participate in the Lord’s Supper with
our brothers and sisters in Christ, taking it as an opportunity to examine ourselves,
repent of sin, make amends with our fellow Christians, and celebrate what Christ
has done to redeem us all from sin and make us one family in him. 

181 Matt 3:6,11,13-16; Mk 1:5-9; Lk 3:16,21; Jn 1:26,33.
182 Acts 2:41; 8:12; 10:44-48; 16:14-15, 32-33; 1 Cor 1:16; Rm 6:3-4; Col 2:12; Gal 3:27.
183 Matt 3:15; 28:19; Acts 2:38.
184 Matt 3:16; Mk 1:5,10; Jn 3:23; Acts 8:36-39; Rm 6:3-4; Col 2:12.
185 Matt 28:19.
186 Rm 6:3.
187 Rm 6:4-5.
188 Rm 6:6-11.
189 1 Cor 10:17; 11:29-30.
190 Matt 26:26-29; 1 Cor 11:23-25.
191 Matt 26:27-29; 1 Cor 10:16, 21.
192 Heb 10:22.
193 1 Cor 11:28.
194 1 Cor 11:25.
195 1 Cor 11:26.
196 Jn 6:53-57.
197 1 Cor 10:17.



18

13.  The Consummation

The Consummation of all things includes the visible, personal and glorious 
return of Jesus Christ198, the resurrection of the dead and the translation of 
those alive in Christ199, the judgment of the just and the unjust200 and the 
fulfilment of Christ’s Kingdom in the New Heavens and the New Earth201. In 
the Consummation, Satan with his hosts202 and all those outside Christ are 
finally separated from the benevolent presence of God, enduring eternal 
punishment203, but the righteous, in glorious bodies, shall live and reign with 
him forever204. Married to Christ as his Bride, the Church will be in the presence 
of God forever, serving him and giving him unending praise and glory205. Then 
shall the eager expectation of creation be fulfilled206 and the whole earth shall 
proclaim the glory of God207 who makes all things new208.

Implications:
We long for Christ to return and in anticipation of that we encourage one another
as we see the day approaching. Due to the temporal nature of our lives and the
fact that Christ is coming soon to judge and restore all things, we seek to live our
lives in radical sacrificial service to God. We hold our possessions and
life itself lightly and seek to spend ourselves for the cause of Christ.

198 Matt 24:44; John 14:3; Acts 1:11; 1 Thess 4:16; Heb 9:28; 2 Pet 3:10; 1 Jn 3:2; Rev 1:7; 22:20.
199 Isa 26:19; Dan 12:2; 1 Cor 15; 1 Thes 4:13-18; Rev 20:13.
200 Ecc 12:14; Matt 12:36; Matt 26:31-32; Acts 17:31; Rm 14:10; 2 Cor 5:10; 2 Tim 4:1.
201 Isa 65:17; 66:22; Rm 8:19-21; Heb 12:26-27; 2 Pet 3:13; Rev 21:1; 22:3.
202 Rev 20:10.
203 Matt 25:46; Lk 16:26; 2 Thess 1:9; Rev 14:11; 20:14-15; 21:6, 8; 22:14-15.
204 Matt 25:34, 46; Jn 14:2; 2 Tim 2:12; Rev 21:1-3.
205 Eph 1:6,12; 5:25-32; Rev 19:6-10; 21:3; 22:17.
206 Rm 8:19-21; 1 Cor 15:20-28.
207 Rev 22:3-5.
208 Rev 21:5.
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Our Values
What we believe as a church is spelt out in our Statement of 
Faith	in	detail.	Based	on	this,	and	our	reflection	on	culture,	we	
move on to distil, in succinct form, the values of the church—
that is, what matters most to RHC as we minister in this culture 
in	a	relevant	yet	biblically	faithful	manner.	These	five	values	
guide how we ‘do church’ together. They are:

1. Gospel-Centredness
The gospel is the centre of our ministry, and everything we 
do	must	find	its	root	in	the	gospel.	This	will	be	explained	in	
Topic 1: Gospel Centrality during the membership class.

2. Theological Depth
We want to do theology so that we can press in to know 
God for who he is. This will be explained in Topic 3: 
Discipleship & Sanctification I during the membership class.

3. Experiential Faith
We actively seek the present-day work of the Holy Spirit, 
expecting him to move in our midst. This will be explained 
in Topic 4: Discipleship & Sanctification II during the 
membership class.

4. Community on Mission
We want to be a true community, loving and serving one 
another. At the same time, we want to be an outward-
looking community to bring the gospel out to the world. 
This will be explained in Topic 2: Why Membership is 
Important during the membership class.

5. City Renewal 
Our goal is to see the proliferation of the gospel in our 
city, the city renewed culturally, socially and spiritually for 
the glory of God. This will be explained in Topic 8: God’s 
Purpose for Us in the City during the membership class.
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Topic 1: Gospel Centrality
The Local Church
The gospel is the centre of our ministry, and everything we do 
must find its root in the gospel. The gospel must hence be clear, 
and vivid to us, and we must constantly seek to work out the 
implications of the gospel in every area of life. 

What is the Gospel?
The ‘gospel’ (from the Greek evangelion, meaning ‘good news’) 
is the central message of the Christian faith, and distinguishes 
Christianity from all other religions. As a gospel-centred church, 
we must have a clear understanding of what the gospel is.

It is a message to be proclaimed as opposed to advice or a 
philosophy of life. Given its nature, the content of the gospel is 
important to understand. To arrive at a robust understanding of 
the gospel, we need to ‘read along’ the whole Bible to discern 
the plot line of God’s story of redemption1, and also ‘across’ the 
Bible to collect and summarise the truth-claims of Scripture2. 
This results in what some have called the ‘cosmic’ and ‘personal’ 
dimensions of the gospel:

The ‘Cosmic’ Dimension
‘Reading along’ the Bible will surface for us the more corporate, 
or cosmic nature of the gospel where, ‘God providentially brings 
about his eternal good purposes to redeem a people for himself 
and restore his fallen creation’3.

In this case, the definition of the gospel follows the story line of 
the Bible, and can be summarised under four broad themes—
Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration:

1 This method is often called Biblical Theology, and traces the natural unfolding of the story line of Scrip-
tures from Genesis to Revelation.

2 This method is often called Systematic Theology, and concentrates on collection and summarizing the 
teachings of the entire Scriptures on a particular subject or topic.

3 The Gospel Coalition Confessional Statement 1
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Creation (Genesis 1-2) God as Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) 
existed in perfect goodness, joy, community and happiness. 
Though he has no lack or need, he created everything as an 
expression of his character—his goodness, happiness, joy, 
community, etc. The purpose of creation was that we may share 
in his joy and glory in him.

Fall (Genesis 3) In the garden, man rebelled against God. The 
result of that rebellion was separation and death, with man 
becoming totally depraved and both completely unwilling and 
unable to respond to God, let alone reconcile himself to God. 
This is how sin and death entered the world, leading to decay, 
sorrow, sadness and death.

Redemption (Genesis 4- Revelation 20) Throughout the Old 
Testament God promises that he will save his people. The Son 
of God becomes a man—Jesus—and lives the perfect life, dying 
to pay for man’s rebellion. Those who repent and place their 
faith in him are saved from eternal punishment and are adopted 
into God’s family. Christians who have received Christ are 
sent into the world to proclaim this good news and live out its 
implications.

Restoration (Revelation 21-22) Scripture tell us that we live in 
the time between the first and second coming of Christ. At the 
second coming, Jesus comes to judge all men. Those who are his 
will be rewarded and be with him forever, those who are not will 
be cast out of his presence into the Hell of eternal suffering. He 
will restore creation to what he intended it to be. 

The ‘Personal’ Dimension
Understanding the ‘cosmic’ nature of the gospel gives us a grand 
vision of God’s plan to restore the entire universe. However, we 
must move from there to also see what that means for individual 
human beings. As we read ‘across’ the Bible, and summarize 
the key truths of Scripture as they pertain to us, we arrive at the 
‘personal’ gospel, ‘Jesus Christ acted as our representative and 
substitute, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God’4. 

4 The Gospel Coalition Confessional Statement 1
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In this case, the contents of the gospel are summarised in four 
categories—God, Man, Christ, Response:

God the Righteous Creator (Genesis 1:26-28) | God, who is 
everlasting and eternal, made us in his image to know him and 
glorify him. He is our sovereign Creator and therefore we are 
accountable to him.

Man the Sinner (Genesis 3; Romans 3:23) | However, we sinned 
against God by rebelling against him. We are therefore cut off 
from him and have incurred his wrath.

Jesus Christ the Saviour (John 1:14, Hebrews 7:26, Romans 3:21-26, 
5:12-21, Acts 2:24, Romans 4:25) | In his great love, God became 
a man in Jesus Christ, lived the perfect life that we should have 
lived, and died the death that we should have died, incurring the 
wrath of God in our place. He then rose again from the dead, 
defeating sin and death, showing that God had accepted his 
sacrifice on our behalf and that God’s wrath against us had been 
appeased.

Response—Faith and Repentance (Acts 17:30, John 1:12, John 3:16, 
Matthew 16:15-19, Ephesians 2:11-19) | We must personally respond 
to what God has done in Christ by repenting of our sins and 
turning to Christ alone for our forgiveness. When we do this, we 
become children of God. God has been gathering a people for 
himself among the nations who are forgiven through the death 
of Christ, and submitted to Christ as their Lord.

These two ‘views’ of the gospel are not competing but 
complementary. Too much focus on the ‘cosmic’ gospel tends 
to neglect the personal element of rebellion and sin against 
God, and hence the need for personal repentance and faith. 
Too much focus on the ‘personal’ gospel can produce a myopic, 
individualistic faith interested only in personal salvation and far 
less concerned for God’s grand plan to restore all of Creation. 
We need both the ‘cosmic’ and ‘personal’ gospel. The ‘cosmic’ 
gospel confronts us with a God that is on a mission to restore 
his created but fallen universe, and invites his image-bearers–
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humanity–to join him on this restoration mission. The ‘personal’ 
gospel comes in to remind us that it is individual sinners 
who have caused the Fall, and are hence under the wrath 
and judgment of God. As a result, the sinner is called to a 
personal response of repentance and faith, which must result in 
participation in the community of faith, the church. The church is 
then on mission to see the gospel spread to the nations, and to 
see the restoration of all of creation.

RHC Value: Gospel-Centredness
The first and most important value of RHC is ‘Gospel-
Centredness’. Being gospel-centred means that we turn to the 
gospel, by its content and implications, to shape the whole of 
our personal and church life, activities and priorities. It is the 
dynamic for all real change, whether in a heart, a community, 
or a city. It recognises that true and lasting change does not 
come about through ‘trying harder’ (works-righteousness), 
but by freshly encountering the radical grace of God through 
the gospel. The gospel is hence not just the first step into 
becoming a Christian. It is rather the basis and motivation for 
all growth in the Christian life. It is all encompassing. To be a 
gospel-centred church, three things need to be in place—the 
gospel needs to be clear; the gospel needs to be vivid; and the 
gospel’s implications need to be worked out in a sustained and 
continuous basis for all of life.

The Gospel Needs To Be Clear
D.A. Carson notes that there is a tendency in churches to 
‘assume the gospel, while devoting creative energy and passion 
to other issues’. He warns that, ‘If the gospel is merely assumed, 
while relatively peripheral issues ignite our passion, we will train 
a new generation to downplay the gospel and focus zeal on the 
periphery. It is easy to sound prophetic from the margins; what 
is urgently needed is to be prophetic from the centre.’5

5 ‘The Gospel of Jesus Christ’ D A Carson



24

Hence, to be gospel-centred means that we need to be clear 
on the contents of the gospel, and never assume it. We need to 
make special effort to ensure that our people have avenues to 
learn the contents of the gospel, and to constantly rehearse the 
contents of the gospel. These include:

• The gospel is presented in every sermon preached at RHC;

• Community Groups are involved in studies that aid the 
understanding of the gospel through study of God’s Word;

• Christian Education classes help participants learn how to 
handle the Bible and understand theology, important tools in 
understanding the gospel clearly;

• Potential members are asked to share the gospel in their own 
words during their meeting with an elder; and

• Members are encouraged to engage in personal evangelism, 
where the gospel is shared with unbelievers.  

The Gospel Needs To Be Vivid
Knowing the contents of the gospel is not enough. The gospel 
must be radioactively active and alive in our hearts, and affect us 
in a deep way. Avenues for this to take place include our worship 
services, our life together in community, and our life in the world: 

• We aim for our worship music to be gospel rich, and emotive, 
and at different times, instil a sense of contriteness, humility, 
awe, celebration, wonder and thanksgiving because of who God 
is and what he has done for us through Jesus Christ.

• We aim for our preaching to not just be informational, nor 
inspirational, but transformational. The gospel must be 
presented in such a compelling and passionate way that it 
results in changed hearts and changed lives.
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• We aim to celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper in a meaningful way. We remind those being baptised 
of how this symbol powerfully depicts our identification and 
union with Christ in his death, burial and resurrection to new 
life, and how we have passed through the waters of judgment 
and come out saved! We celebrate the Lord’s Supper at our 
worship services every other week, and take pains to ensure 
that different facets of the Lord’s Supper are brought up each 
week, in different ways, to prevent it from becoming ritualistic 
or routine.

• We seek to live together in community because of the gospel, 
and through the gospel. We recognise that we meet together 
because we have been united to one another, different though 
we are, because of the blood of Jesus. ‘Blood runs thicker 
than water’, but to us, the blood of Jesus runs thicker still. We 
recognise that conflicts will arise in community, because sin 
still remains with us. However, we want to be committed to 
resolving our conflicts humbly through the gospel. Through 
the gospel, we recognise that we offended God, and yet he 
has come after us to save us. As we receive that grace deep 
into our hearts, we in turn communicate that same grace and 
forgiveness to one another. 

• We seek to serve the community around us through acts of 
service, as an expression of the gospel. As we put hands and 
feet to our belief in the gospel, it becomes not just clear in our 
minds, but vivid in our lives.

 
The Gospel’s Implications Need To Be Worked Out
It is not enough to believe the contents of the gospel and 
experience it in a vivid way. The gospel must be so real that it 
changes the way that we live. All of life, every aspect of it, must 
be brought in line with the truth of the gospel (Galatians 2:14). 
We do this through a sustained reflection on the gospel, our lives, 
and our culture, and in dialogue and life with one another. We 
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constantly ask ourselves questions like:

• What should I stop doing because of the gospel?
• What should I start doing because of the gospel?
• What should I be doing differently because of the gospel?
• How should I be doing it differently because of the gospel?

We share our insights openly and humbly with one another, 
helping each other along. Through trial, error and constant 
practice, together, we seek to align our lives more and more 
with the truth of the gospel. We rejoice in God’s good grace 
when we succeed in living in step with the gospel, and yet are 
not despondent when we fail, freely confessing our failures and 
sins, and freely receiving the grace of God that has been given 
to us in the gospel.
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Topic 2: Why Membership  
& Church Discipline

Why is Church Membership Important?
After all, if we read our Bibles and pray regularly, have good 
friends who are Christians and attend church regularly, why do 
we still need to go through the formal process of becoming 
members?

Church membership is not just a good idea, it is a crucial aspect 
of the Christian life that cannot be separated from core Christian 
beliefs. Four reasons we strongly believe in church membership 
at Redemption Hill Church (RHC) are:

1. Church Membership is an Expression of 

Something Biblical

Church membership is completely assumed throughout the 
Bible—the corporate identity of the people of God.

In	the	Old	Testament,	God	set	apart	for	himself	a	people,	a	
nation–Israel.	In	the	New	Testament,	this	corporate	identity	
as God’s people is often completely assumed by Christians 
committing to be part of a local church. 

For example, Matthew 18:15-17 says, “If	your	brother	sins	against	
you,	go	and	tell	him	his	fault,	between	you	and	him	alone.	If	he	
listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not 
listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge 
may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
If	he	refuses	to	listen	to	them,	tell	it	to	the	church.	And	if	he	
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector.”
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Do you notice how the text completely assumes that there will 
be	other	members	involved	intimately	in	a	Christian’s	life?		It	
assumes	that	the	individual	is	accountable	to	a	larger	body.	It	
assumes that those in the local body are intimately connected.  
The members of this body are so closely connected that 
inevitably,	the	need	to	address	sins	and	conflicts	that	cause	deep	
hurts arises. 
What about key commands in the Bible that are simply 
impossible to obey on our own as individuals, such as baptism 
and communion? Scripture passages on these holy ordinances 
simply assume that believers do this as part of church life, 
together.  Only when we are committed members of a local 
church can these commands be obeyed in a meaningful way. 

Thus, the idea of church membership is an expression of 
something biblical, and crucial for every believer.  At RHC, 
seeking to obey the Bible is the most important reason we have a 
membership process. Church membership expresses how Christ 
saved	us	and	identified	us	as	part	of	God’s	people. 

2. It Is Good For Our Spiritual Well-Being

Hebrews 3:12-14 says, “Take	care,	brothers,	lest	there	be	in	any	
of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from 
the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as 
it	is	called	“today”,	that	none	of	you	may	be	hardened	by	the	
deceitfulness of sin. For we have come to share in Christ, if 
indeed	we	hold	our	original	confidence	firm	to	the	end.”

Heed	this	warning:	sin	is	deceitful.	It	usually	starts	from	
something small and subtle that then grows into something 
major.  Often we are blind to it and do not even realise that it 
is causing us to slowly fall away from God.  The good news is, 
God provides the means of grace to keep us faithful in Christ so 
that we do not fall away. Hebrews chapter three tells us that this 
happens through meaningful fellowship, and accountability in the 
local church.
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As members of RHC, we commit ourselves to be accountable 
to other members.  We invite them to speak into our lives, 
especially into areas where we struggle to submit to God, 
so that we are not alone as we persevere together as faithful 
Christians. We spell out clearly our willingness to submit to the 
leadership and authority of the church. We give them permission 
to pursue us and call us back to repentance and faith when we 
stray	and	find	ourselves	hardened	by	the	deceit	of	sin.	We	also	
commit ourselves to do this important charge for our fellow 
brothers and sisters in RHC—of being vigilant to exhort and 
guard	one	another,	as	long	as	it	is	called	“today”.

Thus, church membership is good for our spiritual well-being 
as	individuals	and	as	a	church	body.		It	is	an	expression	of	our	
dependence on God’s grace to us through his people to live out 
the Christian life. 

 

3. It Is Good For Other Members Of RHC 

An explicit commitment to church membership gives clarity to 
how we relate with one another.  The absence of an expression 
of commitment can feel like casual dating without clearly 
defined	lines	of	commitment	to	the	relationship.	After	a	while,	it	
gets awkward and cumbersome.

As a visitor to RHC, we love and welcome you into our family as 
our guest. We want you to feel our warmth, love and hospitality 
every time you are with us. However, although you are a guest 
and we welcome and serve you with joy; like guests at our home 
who are not expected to do the dishes and take out the trash, 
the implications of being a part of our family would be missing.  
It	also	means	that	your	experience	with	us	would	be	very	limited	
and in fact, this lack of explicit commitment could hinder the 
depth of our relationship. At RHC, the membership process is 
designed to help you think through your decision to become a 
part of our church family. 
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The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 12, that each of us are different 
parts of the body of Christ. God marvellously gives a diversity 
of gifts and personalities to serve and build up the body united 
through the gospel.  What are some of your gifts and talents that 
God has given which can be used to serve and strengthen the 
church?  Steward them well and do not waste them.  Exercise 
them by faith and in love to build up God’s church.

Your commitment to membership with us would be good for 
other members here as God blesses us with your presence, gifts 
and talents to build up this church together.

4. Membership Must Happen For The Purpose Of 
Missions

In	Matthew	28:18-20,	Jesus	said,	“All	authority	in	heaven	and	on	
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	teaching	them	to	observe	all	that	I	
have	commanded	you.	And	behold,	I	am	with	you	always,	to	the	
end of the age.”

This great commission is given to all Christians, not just a select 
few.		It	is	a	command	given	by	our	Lord,	not	merely	a	suggestion	
or good idea. We, as Christians in the body of Christ, are called 
to make disciples of nations. Without faithful commitment and 
proper organisation, it would be impossible for us to carry out 
this huge task of missions to the world.

That	is	why	one	of	our	values	at	RHC	is	“Community	on	Mission”,		
meaning we are both a family and an army. Yes, we love one 
another deeply as a community and family. We want deep 
fellowship and relationships with one another.  All this can happen 
because we share the same mission as an army devoted to God’s 
mission	for	us	to	reach	out	to	the	nations.	In	the	words	of	Christ,	
“A	new	commandment	I	give	to	you,	that	you	love	one	another:	
just	as	I	have	loved	you,	you	also	are	to	love	one	another.	By	this	
all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” (John 13:34-35)
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Our vision is to see Asia renewed by people, churches and cities 
transformed by the Gospel. To this end, we labour in the Lord. 
Join us as a member and be a part of the mission we share.

What to Do Next
If	you	are	unsure	about	making	a	commitment	to	RHC	as	a	
member, here are some practical steps to consider:

1. Get to know us well. Visit our services regularly for at least 
a couple of months. Listen to our sermons carefully to 
understand our gospel convictions and ministry philosophy. 
Visit our community groups to get to know other RHC 
members, and ask them about the church. Go to our website 
to read our vision, mission, values and statement of faith.

2. Sign up and attend our membership class, where you will 
hear from our elders, who we are as a church and what we 
hold on to most importantly. Arrange for a meeting with an 
elder as part of the membership process to seek clarity and 
ask questions that you may have.

3. During the above two steps, if you see an area of belief or 
practice in RHC that is of concern to you, we encourage 
you	to	engage	with	us	too.	Give	us	the	benefit	of	the	doubt	
and	seek	clarification.	Chat	with	an	elder	of	the	church,	so	
that we have an opportunity to receive your feedback and 
process with you on these matters.

4. If	you	have	done	all	the	above	and	decide	not	to	become	
a member at RHC, we encourage you to go to another 
gospel-preaching church and commit yourself to another 
local	body.	The	bottom-line	is,	we	desire	you	to	flourish	in	
Christ as a faithful and committed disciple, whether at RHC 
or somewhere else.

As we continue in the tasks of the gospel ministry, we are trusting 
God to keep adding to our number those who are saved. 
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Hebrews 13:7 says, “Obey	your	leaders	and	submit	to	them,	for	
they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to 
give an account.” 
As elders of RHC and as men who will be called by God to give 
an account, we take this responsibility to care for our members 
very seriously. Therefore, at almost every elders’ meeting, we look 
through our membership list for any persons in our congregations 
who are in need of special care or prayers. This is hard enough 
to do in a growing and diverse church like RHC where there is 
constant turnover, but it is even harder when we are unsure of 
who	is,	or	is	not	a	part	of	this	flock.	 
 
Help us by taking the next step towards membership at RHC.

Church Discipline
The	word	“discipline”	is	closely	related	to	“discipleship”,	and	
most of church life as a member of RHC is about the formative 
discipline of being a disciple of Christ. However, the Bible is 
also frank about the possibility of professing Christians being 
recalcitrant and wilfully unrepentant (Matthew 18:15-17, 
1	Corinthians	5)	and	the	corrective	actions	required.	In	these	
passages, where there is a grievous, unrepentant and public sin 
that threatens to profane the name of Christ, the church may have 
to resort to remove the person from membership as a way of 
loving and pursuing him or her (1 Corinthians 5:4-5). This is known 
as corrective discipline. 
 
Corrective	church	discipline	is	the	loving,	grace-filled	and	patient	
process of correcting sin in the life of the church and its members. 
It	commonly	happens	through	private	words	of	admonition	among	
members	who	love	one	another	with	both	truth	and	grace.	It	can	
be done in any number of ways, but the goal is always to correct 
transgressions among God’s people in order that they may remain 
faithfully in Christ. 
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Not Retributive, but Remedial, Prophetic, and 
Proleptic

This correction of sin is not a retributive action; it is not enacting 
God’s justice. Rather, it is remedial, prophetic, and proleptic. 
 
By saying it is remedial, we are saying it is to help the individual 
Christian and the congregation grow in godliness even as we 
struggle	with	sins	in	this	world.	If	a	member	of	the	church	is	given	
to gossip or slander, another member should correct the sin so that 
the gossiper will stop gossiping and speak words of love instead. 
 
By saying that church discipline is prophetic, it means to shine 
the	light	of	God’s	truth	onto	error	and	sin.	It	exposes	cancer	in	an	
individual’s or the body’s life, so that the cancer might be cut out. 
Sin is a master of disguise. Gossip, for instance, likes to wear the 
mask	of	“pious	concern.”	The	gossiper	might	think	that	his	words	
are reasonable, even caring. Yet church disciple exposes the sin 
for	what	it	is.	It	exposes	the	sin	both	to	the	sinner	and	to	everyone	
involved,	so	that	all	may	learn	and	benefit. 
 
By saying the church discipline is proleptic, it means to serve as 
a small picture of judgment in the present that warns of an even 
greater judgment to come (1 Corinthians 5:5). Such a warning is 
nothing if not gracious. Suppose a classroom teacher gave passing 
grades to a student’s failing tests throughout the semester for 
fear of discouraging the student, only to fail her at the end of the 
semester	–	that	would	not	be	gracious!	In	the	same	way,	church	
discipline is a loving way to say to an individual caught in sin, 
“Careful,	an	even	greater	penalty	will	result	if	you	continue	on	this	
path. Please turn back now.” 
 
It	is	not	surprising	that	people	do	not	like	the	term	“church	
discipline”	and	it	is	commonly	misunderstood.	However,	difficult	as	
it is a topic, it is part of our necessary commitment to one another 
as members of RHC. We are a community on a mission that seeks 
to preserve the integrity of the gospel among ourselves as we 
witness for Christ to a watching world.

Source: https://www.9marks.org/article/church-discipline-primer/
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RHC Value: Community on Mission
At RHC, we want to be a true church community, doing life 
together, loving and serving one another, encouraging one another 
and helping one another grow in God. At the same time, we want 
to be an outward looking community, recognising that we are not 
here for ourselves, but on a mission to bring the gospel to the 
world. 
 
The church is a gathering of people who have come to Jesus 
(1 Peter	2:4).	the	church	is	the	outworking	of	the	gospel.	Mark	
Dever says that the church is ‘the gospel made visible’. As people 
are saved by Jesus, they are made his own and brought into his 
family. These people have come to Jesus (‘As you come to him’) 
in order to be redeemed and are continually being changed by 
him (‘are being built up’). This means we see one another through 
redeemed lenses and have incredible grace for other members, 
who are all works-in-progress in Christ. Therefore the church is a 
group of diverse, broken people saved by Jesus, brought together 
under him and being continually transformed by him to live for him 
and see his Kingdom come.

What Does the Gathered Community Look Like? 
 
Unified because ‘God’s people’ is our primary identity. Every 
Christian’s primary identity is as a Christian before nationality, vocation 
or socioeconomic status. This means we embrace others’ cultures to 
love them and are not easily offended by others who are different 
because culture is not our primary identity.

Serving each other because we are brothers and sisters in Christ. We 
take care of one another, make sure no one is lacking and consider 
others	more	significant	than	ourselves.	This	involves	seeing	every	
person come to their fullness in Christ, by discipling one another 
and raising new leaders.

Accountable because we are built together and therefore dependent 
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on each other. This is expressed through church membership, 
which makes explicit what the gospel implies and church discipline, 
which is actually a recognition of our own frailties, weaknesses and 
dependence on God and his people. 

How is this Community on Mission?
What does a ‘Community on Mission’ look like living and serving 
God in this world? We: 
 
Zealously serve God (1 Peter 2:5).	In	whatever	station	God	has	
assigned us to (1 Corinthians 7:17), we serve God and our fellow 
human beings using the unique gifts that God has given to us. 
We do everything for the glory of God. 
 
Live all of life as worship, demonstrating the new Kingdom to come 
(1 Peter 2:5, 9-11). Even though we live in the world, we also live 
distinct from the world in that assigned place that God has given 
us. All of life is lived ‘before the face of God’ which transforms 
the	significance	of	our	vocations,	commitment	to	family	and	
other relationships. We live with eternity in mind, understanding 
that we are aliens and strangers here on this earth, living in an 
eschatological way, which radically changes our priorities, etc. 
We are a counter-cultural community, free with our resources and 
motivated from heaven. 
Proclaim the excellencies of God (1 Peter 2:9). We are called as 
a community to proclaim who God is and what he is about on 
earth, through both word and deed. We want to be a community 
active in evangelism, both personal and corporate. We have a 
commitment to establishing new gospel communities through 
church planting and other missions activities in Singapore and 
the	region.	If	the	church	is	the	gospel	made	visible,	then	our	
commitment to proclaiming the excellencies of God must 
naturally result in evangelism and church planting (Acts 8:1- 8).

In	short,	we	live	for	the	mission of seeing others come to join 
the people of God through the proclamation of the gospel. As 
a body, we are committed to following Jesus wholeheartedly, 
being thoroughly engaged in his body, the Church and fully 
focused on his mission in the world.
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Topic 3: Discipleship 
& Sanctification I

In	Matthew	28:19-20,	Jesus	commissions	the	church	to	go	and	
make disciples of the nations and to teach them to observe all 
that he has commanded. This raises a couple of very important 
questions—what does it actually mean to be a ‘disciple’ of Jesus 
and what is a disciple supposed to teach others? 

A disciple is someone who adheres to the teachings of the 
one	he	or	she	is	to	follow	and	learn	from.	It	involves	both	
understanding and submitting. For Christians, a disciple is one 
who learns from God’s Word and lives according to what he has 
learnt from it. Since we are called by Jesus to be disciple-making 
disciples who live and teach all that God has commanded, it is 
crucial that we have a good and deep theological understanding 
of who he is. 

RHC Value: Theological Depth
Theological	depth	means	that	we	are	not	satisfied	with	a	light	
and	fluffy,	‘bare	minimum’	understanding	of	God,	but	rather	that	
we want to pursue a deep and soul-satisfying knowledge and 
understanding of God through the Bible.

What Is Theology?
The word theology is taken from the Greek theos (meaning 
‘God’)	and	logos	(meaning	‘word’,	‘speech’).	It	literally	means	
‘the	body	of	knowledge	about	God’,	or	‘the	study	of	God’.	It	
is an attempt to know God—not just to build up knowledge 
about him. John Calvin once said, ‘A sense of Deity is indelibly 
engraved on the human heart’, so we are all theologians, 
whether we realize it or not! For the Christian, theology is also 
a labour of love. God loves us so much in his Son. We love him 
because	he	first	loved	us.	When	we	love	someone	we	will	want	to	
know all that we can about that someone.
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Why Does It Matter?
Theology	matters	because	firstly	there	is	such a thing as absolute 
truth. Truth, which conforms to ultimate reality, is not just 
something you decide on, make up or feel. Truth is not an opinion, 
it is a reality like the ‘Law of Gravity’. 

Secondly, God has chosen to reveal himself more fully through the 
Bible. Romans 1 says that God has revealed something of who 
he is in nature. That is what theologians call natural revelation. 
However, he reveals himself more fully through the Bible. This is 
called special revelation. Hence, to know God more fully, we need 
to know his Word. 

Thirdly, what we know about God will determine how we live. There is 
almost a direct line between what you know and how you live. Like 
it	or	not,	you	will	act	and	behave	based	on	what	you	know.	If	you	
believe God is who he says he is, you will also make certain life 
decisions. The Bible, as we mentioned, moves us towards absolute 
truth. And so, the more we conform our minds and our lives to it, 
the more we are conforming ourselves to what is ultimately true.

How Do We Go Deep?
We go deep by studying the contents of the Bible through Biblical 
Interpretation,	Biblical	Theology	and	Systematic	Theology.

1. Biblical Interpretation 
The	first	step	of	course	is	to	study	the	Bible	with	the	aim	of	
understanding its meaning, and without reading our own 
meanings into it. The technical term for this is ‘exegesis’ which 
seeks to interpret or explain the Bible in its literary and historical 
context.	It	takes	into	account	the	genre	and	historical	background	
of a given book or passage of the Bible

2. Biblical Theology 
The second discipline that will help us is of Biblical Theology, which 
is the discipline of reading along the Bible, paying special attention 
to teachings of individual authors and the story line of the Bible.
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Contrary to popular belief, the Bible is not primarily an 
instruction manual (or a ‘blueprint’) for how we should live life. 
It	is	not	ordered	in	the	form	of	propositions	and	instructions.	
Neither	is	it	a	collection	of	unrelated	books.	The	Bible	is	actually	
an unfolding drama, an unfolding true story of God—who he is 
and how he interacts with humans and with his creation. When 
you read from Genesis straight through to Revelation, you will 
see the natural unfolding of a true drama—the greatest (true) 
story ever told. You will see that there are four main themes 
emerging naturally in the Scriptures: 
 
Creation (Genesis 1-2)—God, the Sovereign, creating the world 
and humans to love him, enjoy him and rule and care for 
creation on his behalf. 
 
Fall (Genesis 3)—Humans falling away from God into slavery 
by wilful rebellion. God, being holy and righteous, must judge 
humans. He drives them out of his presence and pronounces 
a curse on humans and creation. Humanity and all creation are 
now in a desperate and disastrous predicament. All seems lost. 
 
Redemption (Genesis 3 – Revelation 21)—Yet God, who has a right 
to leave things as they are, instead puts into place a plan of 
redemption. He gives promises through a man called Abraham 
and gives his laws and ceremonies and instructions for worship 
through a man called Moses. He teaches people how to live 
through instructions of wisdom. The people keep rebelling, but 
he keeps calling them back through his prophets, his priests, 
and	his	kings.	Ultimately,	God’s	plan	of	redemption	is	fulfilled	
in Jesus Christ—he is the one to whom the promises, the laws, 
the wisdom, the prophets, the priests and the kings point. He is 
God’s perfect representative to take the curse of humanity and 
creation. Jesus lives a perfect life (the one we were supposed 
to), he dies an undeserving death (the one we were supposed 
to), and he rises again, conquering sin and hence the curse on 
creation. Because of that, he secures redemption for those who 
believe in him and for God’s cursed creation. There is hope! You 
and	I	are	right	smack	here	in	the	story—we	have	been	called	to	
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this redemption—we have been redeemed and have been given 
the great task of working with God to proclaim this ‘good news’ 
of redemption to all creation.  
 
Restoration (Revelation 22)—Now	we	all	look	forward	to	that	
final	‘folding	up	of	history’,	the	theme	of	‘restoration’	when	God	
wraps	up	history	in	Revelation	22,	finally	putting	an	end	to	all	
sin through judgment and renewing, not just humanity, but all of 
creation! That is the great hope that we are all looking forward 
to.

3. Systematic Theology 
Finally, we need to systematise what we have learnt. We do 
this through the discipline of Systematic Theology, which is the 
discipline of reading across the Bible, collecting and summarising 
the teaching of the whole Bible on a subject. We systematise 
the unfolding drama into propositions, into instructions, into 
coherent teachings, that is, into ‘doctrines’. This discipline is 
‘topical’. Traditionally, it is common to state the most important 
topics as:

• the Doctrine of God 
• the Doctrine of Man 
• the Doctrine of Christ
• the Doctrine of Redemption
• the Doctrine of Church
• the Doctrine of the Future

Interaction between Biblical Interpretation, Biblical 
Theology and Systematic Theology 
The three disciplines actually work together to give us a holistic 
and robust understanding of the Christian faith. 
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How should we develop theological depth? 
Our heart attitude in studying theology is very important. 
Theology	is	not	meant	to	make	us	cynical,	snobbish	and	proud.	It	
is meant to induce worship and praise and adoration. We study 
theology with the following attitudes:

Prayer, praise and rejoicing (Psalm 19:8; Psalm 119:14; Psalm 119:18; 
Psalm 119:103) Theological depth is not just about amassing 
knowledge, it’s about knowing God, loving God and responding 
to him in as full a measure as possible. Studying theology should 
drive us to our knees in prayer, lift our hands in praise and cause 
our hearts and mouths to rejoice at how great and awesome our 
God is.

Study theology with humility (James 3:13, 17-18; 1 Corinthians 8:1; 
1 Peter 5:5). We need to be humble as we come before the Bible. 
We don’t stand in judgment over God and his Word—he and 
his Word stand over us, judging us. 1 Peter 5:5 says, ‘Clothe 
yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble’’.

Study theology together (1 Corinthians 12:28; Hebrews 10:24-25). 
The Christian life, including the study of theology, was never 
meant to be a solo affair. The way of safety, the way of discovery, 
the way of getting as much out of the Bible as possible, the way 
of humility (recognising we don’t have it all together) is to study 
it together with brothers and sisters in Christ. We can help each 
other get to the meaning of the text. We can help one another 
with our given gifts and strengths—some will be stronger in one 
area. We can get help from books written by Bible scholars who 
have devoted their lives to the Scriptures. We study together!
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Topic 4: Discipleship 
& Sanctification II

Having covered the gospel of what Jesus has done for us, we now 
ask	how	justification	and	victory	through	Christ	would	impact	our	
daily	walk	with	God	towards	sanctification.

‘Sanctification’	comes	from	two	Latin	words:	sanctus which means 
holy and ficare which means make. Thus, to sanctify means to 
make holy. Paul says in Romans 15:15-16 that he is a minister of 
Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of God, so that 
the	offering	of	the	Gentiles	may	be	acceptable	and	sanctified	by	
the	Holy	Spirit.	In	other	words,	Paul	is	not	merely	trying	to	make	
converts.	Instead,	he	is	aiming	to	make	people	sanctified	and	holy.	
The Great Commission tells us to make disciples who believe in 
Christ	by	faith	and	to	teach	them	to	obey	him.	Sanctification	is	
what happens when the words of Jesus are being obeyed daily 
and these disciples are progressively transformed to Christlikeness 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Christian faith is alive, active, 
transformational and experiential.

RHC Value: Experiential Faith
The Normal Christian Life
The faith that we value is not just theoretical but experienced in 
everyday life. We actively seek the modern day work of the Holy 
Spirit, expecting him to move in our midst in signs and wonders, 
and to lead us to the will of God. We want to be devoted to 
prayer, Bible reading, worship, serving, giving, and other relevant 
spiritual disciplines that help us to keep our faith alive and thriving. 
Experiential faith is what the Bible describes as normal Christianity. 
This is the way the Christian life should be lived out. Our faith is 
one in which we can know and experience God. 
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Our walk with God is one that is active and personal. God is not 
just the Lord over our life in the ‘big picture’ sense, but is intimately 
involved in everything we do. He is leading and speaking now, talk-
ing, rebuking, challenging, and convicting us. This is the richness 
of the Christian life—we speak to God in prayer, he speaks to us 
through his Word, we commune with him in his presence, we sing 
his praise and we are aware that he personally dwells within us and 
amongst us (John 14:23). 

When talking about this personal relationship with God, this expe-
riential faith, we focus on the work of the Holy Spirit.	In	a	commen-
tary on Romans 8, John Stott said, ‘The Christian life is essentially 
life in the Spirit, that is to say, a life which is animated, sustained, 
directed and enriched by the Holy Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit, 
true Christian discipleship would be inconceivable, indeed impossi-
ble’.	The	Christian	life	is	to	be	a	Spirit-filled	life.	Therefore,	we	need	
to understand our dire need for the Holy Spirit in order to live the 
Christian life. 

We experience the richness of our fellowship with God personally 
and we are individually responsible to maintain a real walk with 
God.	The	Spirit-filled	life	is	also	one	of	strengthening,	comforting,	
encouraging and building up the church through ministering to one 
another with the gifts that God has given us by the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit is at work in his people!

What does experiential faith look like?
The Holy Spirit affects our thinking, character and works—essential-
ly	everything	we	are.	 Intellectually,	the	Holy	Spirit	leads	us	in	truth,	
our characters are transformed through the sanctifying power of 
the Spirit and our works are empowered by the Spirit who dwells in 
us. The Spirit of God is at work in every part of who we are:

The Holy Spirit leads us in truth (John 16:13-14; John 14:26; 1 Corin-
thians 2:10). The Holy Spirit is at work in our minds, which in turn 
affects every area of our lives. The Holy Spirit is our teacher. He 
teaches	us	things	and	helps	us	to	understand.	It	is	the	Holy	Spirit	
who reveals the Word of God to us for he knows and searches the 
mind of God (1 Corinthians 2:10-11). He also gives us ‘a spirit of wis-
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dom and of revelation in the knowledge of him’ (Ephesians 1:17). 
Jesus promised his disciples that the Spirit of truth would guide 
them into all truth. This promise is also for us. Therefore, our 
studies of God in his Word cannot be separated from the work of 
the Holy Spirit. Our learning and studying of God is a Spirit-em-
powered activity. As we approach his Word, we should pray that 
the Holy Spirit would illuminate Scripture by helping us to under-
stand	and	appropriate	it	to	our	lives.	It	is	not	that	the	Holy	Spirit	
is communicating new truth, but rather that he is persuading us of 
existing truth and guiding us in the application of that truth. Being 
taught by the Spirit is a vital component of the Christian life.

The Holy Spirit leads us in sanctification (Galatians 5:16-25) The 
Holy	Spirit	is	also	actively	at	work	in	sanctification—our	growing	
in holiness. He is transforming our character (Galatians 5:16) and 
helping us put sin to death (Romans 8:13). The life of ‘experien-
tial faith’ is one of progressive growth in holiness. Walking by the 
Spirit is walking in obedience and being transformed more and 
more into the image of Jesus (Romans 8:29).

The Holy Spirit leads us directionally (Acts 15:28; Acts 16:6-7).
The Holy Spirit also guides us, as God’s children, into God’s will 
for our lives. He guides us and leads us in the details of our lives, 
as we seek to obey and bring glory to God. The book of Acts 
has	many	examples	of	this.	For	example,	Acts	15:28	states,	‘It	
has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no 
greater burden than these requirements’. Paul was ‘forbidden by 
the	Holy	Spirit	to	speak	the	word	in	Asia’.	In	Acts	16:6-7,	‘they	
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not al-
low them’. We immerse our thoughts and decisions in prayer and 
wait on God for his guidance. And God does speak. He speaks in 
many different ways—impressions and dreams, inward prompt-
ings, prophetic words and most clearly through Scripture. 

The Holy Spirit helps us bear spiritual fruit (Galatians 5:22). 
The spiritual fruit in Galatians 5:22-23—‘love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-con-
trol’ are the character traits which every Christian should have at 
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least an inkling of, and should be growing into more and more. 
As we abide by faith in Jesus the root (John 15:5), the Holy 
Spirit in turn abides in us, and as we depend on him and obey 
him in his leading, we produce the fruit of our faith—a life that 
looks more and more like Jesus. 

The Holy Spirit empowers us (Acts 1:8; Acts 4:31). Living an ex-
periential faith is also a life empowered by the Spirit. Acts 1:8 
tells us that ‘…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.’ The Holy 
Spirit empowers us for two main reasons—for mission and for 
mutual	edification.

The mission of the church is to proclaim the gospel to all na-
tions. The Holy Spirit empowers this mission by giving super-
natural enablement and boldness (what some call an ‘unction’ 
or ‘anointing’) to preach the gospel, by convicting sinners of 
their need for Jesus and by making unbelievers born-again. We 
see examples in Scripture also, of ‘signs and wonders’ accom-
panying the preaching of the gospel and testifying to its truth. 
‘Signs and wonders’ are not the mainstay of our ministry. The 
gospel is, but we are to pray that God would accompany the 
preaching of the gospel with a powerful demonstration as an 
attestation of its truthfulness.

The Holy Spirit also empowers us for mutual edification by 
giving us spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:4-11). All the gifts 
of	the	Holy	Spirit,	as	described	in	the	New	Testament,	are	
vital components of the life and ministry of our church. Scrip-
ture commands us to eagerly desire spiritual gifts (1 Corinthi-
ans 14:1), especially that of prophecy for the ‘building up’ of 
the church (1 Corinthians 14:12). Prophecy is essentially hearing 
God speak in some way to us, and then us speaking on his 
behalf. Prophecy must never contradict Scripture and hence 
needs to be tested (1 Corinthians 14:29, 1 Thessalonians 5:20-
21) by Scripture. During a Sunday Worship, a prayer meeting or 
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even a Community Group gathering, you may receive a message 
from God, which is pertinent to the ‘building up’ of the other peo-
ple	there.	If	that	is	the	case,	it	is	important	to	be	obedient	to	what	
God has said to you. You are encouraged to bring the prophecy to 
the person leading the meeting and await their direction of wheth-
er or when to share what you have received. The purpose of this is 
to encourage, build up and console God’s people. Hence, gifts are 
to	be	desired	on	the	basis	of	love.	In	1	Corinthians	14:1,	the	words	
‘Pursue love’ come before ‘earnestly desire the spiritual gifts’. The 
exercise of our gifts should always be motivated and saturated 
with love for God and his people.

It’s	important	to	note	that	the	manifestation	of	gifts	by	someone	
does not mark them as more ‘spiritual’ than other individuals. 
God’s Spirit sovereignly distributes gifts to different individuals 
(1 Corinthians	12:11).	The	very	fact	that	it	is	a	‘gift’	from	God	
means that the recipient can take no personal pride in it, but only 
give glory to God, the great and gracious giver of the gift.

What is our role in Experiential Faith?
What should we do to experience the type of faith that we just 
described? We need to:

Seek the infilling and empowerment of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). 
It	is	right	to	pray	that	the	Holy	Spirit	would	fill	us	to	empower	us	for	
ministry and service on a continuous basis. The sense of Ephesians 
5:18,	‘...be	filled	with	the	Spirit’	is	one	of	being	filled	and	being	
continuously	filled	with	the	Spirit,	or	‘keep	on	being	filled	with	the	
Spirit’.	Paul	commands	us	to	be	characterized	by	the	Spirit’s	filling.	
He puts it in contrast to the negative command that precedes it, ‘do 
not	get	drunk	with	wine…but	be	filled	with	the	Spirit’.	This	high-
lights	the	idea	of	being	under	the	influence	and	control	of	someone	
or	something.	A	drunken	person	is	under	the	influence	of	alcohol	
and controlled by it. The believer who is available for the Spirit’s 
filling	is	under	the	influence	of	the	Spirit.	

Go to God in desperate dependence (Romans 8:26; 2 Corinthians 12:9). 
In	light	of	our	dire	need	for	the	Holy	Spirit,	our	greatest	response	is	
that of desperate dependence. We realise that apart from God, our 
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labour	is	in	vain.	We	realise	that	it	is	God’s	grace	that	is	sufficient	
for us and that his power is made perfect in weakness. We live in 
desperate dependence on God. Someone once said, ‘Seek God’s 
face not just his hand’. Our dependence can’t just be expressed in 
asking God to help us, but should lead us to seek his face—to know 
God	more	deeply,	to	experience	him	more	richly,	to	find	in	him	our	
every	need	fully	satisfied.

Go to God with eager expectation (1 Corinthians 14:24-25). We need 
to anticipate and eagerly expect that God would move in power 
among his people. This is not just a theoretical expectation, but a 
faith-challenging conviction in the heart. Dr. Martyn Lloyd Jones 
once challenged the church this way:

Here is the crucial matter! Do we individually and personally real-
ly believe that God still acts, can act and will act—in individuals, 
in churches, localities, perhaps even in countries? Do we believe 
that He is as capable of doing that today as He was in ancient 
times—the Old Testament, the New Testament times, the book 
of Acts, Protestant Reformation, Puritans, Methodist Awakening, 
1859, 1904-5? Do we really believe that He can still do it? You 
see, it’s ultimately what you believe about God. If He is the great 
Jehovah—I am that I am, I am that I shall be, unchanged, un-
changing, unchangeable, the everlasting and eternal God—well, 
He can still do it!

Be diligent in our walk with God (Colossians 3:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; 
2 Timothy 2:15). To be a disciple of Jesus means to be disciplined. 
It	means	to	exercise	self-control	in	our	lives	and	to	be	diligent	in	
the spiritual disciplines such as Bible reading, prayer and participa-
tion in the life of the community—Corporate Worship, Community 
Group, Prayer Meeting and Members’ Meetings. Scripture com-
mands us to train ourselves to godliness (1 Timothy 4:8). To ‘Do 
your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker 
who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of 
truth.’	(2 Timothy	2:15);	and	to	‘make	every	effort	to	supplement	
your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge 
with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and stead-
fastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and 
brotherly affection with love.’ (2 Peter 1:5-7). There is diligence and 
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discipline needed on our part. Diligence and discipline are not 
counter to the free grace of God that we have received, but 
rather the natural and necessary outcome of a life touched by 
the	grace	of	God.	In	fact,	the	grace	of	God	is	said	to	‘train	us’	
to ‘renounce ungodliness and worldly passions’ (Titus 2:11-12).

Desire God (1 Corinthians 14:1). Finally, we need to passionately 
desire God and all that he is. Just like the Psalmists cried out, 
‘O	God,	you	are	my	God;	earnestly	I	seek	you;	my	soul	thirsts	
for	you;	my	flesh	faints	for	you,	as	in	a	dry	and	weary	land	
where there is no water.’ (Psalm 63:1); ‘My soul longs, yes, even 
faints	for	the	courts	of	the	LORD;	my	heart	and	flesh	sing	for	
joy	to	the	Living	God.’	(Psalm	84:2);	and	‘Whom	have	I	in	heav-
en	but	You?	And	there	is	nothing	on	earth	that	I	desire	besides	
you.’ (Psalm 73:25).
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Topic 5: 
Membership Covenant

Membership Covenant
Joining us as a member means committing ourselves as part of a 
covenant community in Christ. This is the RHC Members’ Covenant 
that we hold together as a body of Christ:

Having been brought by God’s grace to repent from sin, believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and be baptised into Christ, and desiring 
to live our new life in Christ in light of the gospel, we joyfully and 
solemnly enter into this covenant with one another as one body in 
Christ.

1. We will not neglect to gather regularly for corporate worship, or 
to pray for ourselves and others. 

2. We will rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who 
weep, bearing each other’s burdens with tenderness and com-
passion. 

3. We will be devoted to one another in brotherly love; to watch 
over, pray for, patiently bear with, forgive, encourage, and ad-
monish one another with love, humility and gentleness. 

4. We will serve others with the spiritual gifts that God has blessed 
us with, for the edification of the body of Christ. 

5. We will endeavour to raise the children and youth under our care 
in the training and instruction of the Lord. 

6. We will seek the salvation of our family and friends by sharing 
Christ with them, and seek the welfare of the city by living lives 
that are consistent with the gospel. 
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7. We will strive to pursue personal holiness in our lives and grow in 
Christ-likeness with the help of the Holy Spirit by resisting con-
formity to this world and submitting to the authority of Scripture. 

8. We will contribute cheerfully, generously and regularly to the 
church to support the ministry of the Word, the relief of the poor 
in our midst, and the spread of the gospel to all nations. 

9. We will work together in unity to achieve our mission of mak-
ing Spirit-filled disciples through a biblically faithful ministry in 
this church, as we sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and 
doctrines. 

10. We will, when we move from this place, join another gos-
pel-preaching church where we can carry out the spirit of this 
covenant and the principles of God’s Word.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen.

These	are	some	ways	that	members	can	fulfil	this	covenant	practi-
cally in our lives together as a church:

Attend Sunday Worship 
This is the time where we gather as a body to worship in song, to 
hear his Word, to seek God in prayer, to participate in the Sacra-
ments	and	to	fellowship	as	the	local	body.	It	is	also	a	place	where	
spiritual	gifts	like	prophecy	are	practised	to	build	up	the	body.	It	is	
the most important meeting of the local church.

Join a Community Group 
At RHC, we have a variety of Community Groups that meet during 
the	week.	It	is	vital	to	get	involved	in	one	as	a	means	to	grow	in	
your faith with others. A Community Group is not an event but a 
way to do life together and on mission. You will gather to worship, 
pray, study the Bible, socialise and do community and other pro-
jects together. 

We	meet	up	to	build	each	other	up.	Not	only	does	this	mean	god-
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ly, harmonious relationships, but a committed focus on communi-
ty—creating a place for reconciliation, encouragement, familiarity 
and vulnerability. Many of us engage in our relationships in church 
without engaging in the spiritual reality of the church community. 
Relationships between Christians thrive on prayer, praise, and a 
spiritual perspective on activity. This brings the reality of God into  
our relationships.

Attend Prayer Meetings 
Prayer	meetings	are	the	‘power	house’	of	the	church.	It	is	the	
place that we gather together to acknowledge our complete 
dependence on God, and to ask for and expect great things from 
God.	It	is	also	a	place	where	we	hear	God	speak	to	us	through	var-
ious means. Our desire is for everyone who calls RHC their church 
to actively participate in prayer meetings. 

Attend Members’ Meetings
Members’ Meetings are the place where important matters of 
the church are discussed, and where the views of members are 
seriously considered. Regular updates on members joining and 
leaving	the	church,	finances	and	plans	for	the	future	are	shared	at	
these meetings. They are also the place where, should the need 
arise, issues of public Church discipline would take place.

Be Financially Faithful and Generous
Financial giving is part and parcel of life together as a church 
community.	The	finances	are	used	for	the	upkeep	of	the	church,	to	
extend the mission of the church and the Kingdom of God, and to 
care	for	the	underprivileged.	In	the	Old	Testament	God	instituted	
the tithe, which was the giving of 10% of all your possessions—not 
your	monthly	income—out	of	gratitude	to	God.	It	meant	taking	
10% of your newborn animals and your crops, once a year to Jeru-
salem, to a big annual festival. The tithes were to support the Lev-
ites, to have a party and to support the poor every three years. To-
day, we are no longer under the ‘law’ of the tithe. Under grace, we 
give because we have received mercy when we deserved wrath. 
God owns everything and we owe him everything. This should 
move us not just to ‘tithe’ but to ‘super-tithe’. The 10% serves as a 
very	useful	guideline	for	us.	In	Scripture,	money	was	also	collected	
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for apostolic ministry, supporting church planting and the for-
ward work of the gospel. As a church we give at least 13% of our 
general funds for this purpose, but there may be times that we 
take up special offerings for this and other purposes.

Serve According to your Gifts and Abilities
Every	Christian	has	been	given	abilities	and	gifts.	Nobody	is	too	
young or too old, too uneducated or too posh to be of service to 
the church body. After all, God is the one who has given us our 
time, energy, abilities and gifts. He gives these resources to ac-
complish his mission through us, his church. Every act of service 
builds together to proclaim the gospel in many ways: by direct 
proclamation, by supporting the work of others (Matthew 10:40-
42) and by being, by example, the perfect bride of Christ—his 
church. 

Romans 12:6-8,1 Corinthians 12:4-6 and 1 Peter 4:10 tell us that 
we serve one another with the gifts that God gives us. God puts 
us in our life situations and gives us our abilities and gifts for a 
reason. The gifts we have are just what God needs for his church. 
So, it would be good to take stock of the gifts and resources 
God has given to us and make full use of them to serve the 
church	and	to	serve	God.	By	doing	so	we	shall	fulfil	our	purpose	
and	calling,	please	our	Lord	and	maker,	and	find	our	utmost	joy	
in him.

Managing Relationships and Conflicts Biblically
Relationships are key in church life. Here are some Biblical imper-
atives for conducting Christian relationships in the church:

The second commandment: Love your neighbour as yourself 
(Matthew 22): This is the second command, that we are to love 
others and care for them. This means acting like the good Samar-
itan, caring for the needs of our brothers.

The golden rule: Do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you (Matthew 7): This means taking the initiative and think-
ing about what would serve and be best for our brothers.
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Put to death all gossip, slander and malice (Romans 1:29-31, 
Ephesians 4:31-32): Gossip is seen as murder, as you are slander-
ing someone made in the image of God (James 3:9). For the same 
reason that anger is considered the same as murder, so character 
assassination is murder too and the Bible speaks against gossip 
and slander in many different places.

If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault 
privately (Matthew 18): If	someone	offends	you,	don’t	tell	oth-
ers or get advice on it from friends, but go privately to them and 
show	them	their	fault.	If	they	don’t	listen,	bring	a	witness	(one)	to	
arbitrate.	By	dealing	with	conflict	this	way,	much	gossip	and	strife	
in communities will be dealt with. The initiation of reconciliation is 
always our responsibility.

If you remember your brother has something against you, leave 
your gift at the altar and go and make it right with him (Mat-
thew 6): This shows us that even if we aren’t the offended party, 
we	are	to	initiate	reconciliation.	If	you	think	that	someone	is	upset	
with you, don’t carry on with your day and life, go and put it right 
immediately.

In humility consider others more significant than yourself (Phi-
lippians 2): What a way to live! Genuinely looking at the best in 
others, wanting to serve them, and honouring them.

Forgive everyone (Matthew 6): We have no right to withhold any 
forgiveness from anyone at all, as we have received more forgive-
ness	from	Christ	than	we	ever	deserved.	If	we	withhold	forgiveness	
from others it demonstrates that we have failed to understand the 
forgiveness that we have received from God. 
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Topic 6: 
Church Sacraments

Water baptism is intended only for the individual who has 
received the saving benefits of Christ’s atoning work and become 
his disciple. Therefore, in obedience to Christ’s command and as 
a testimony to God, the Church, oneself and the world, a believer 
should be immersed in water in the name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. Water baptism is a visual demonstration of a person’s 
union with Christ in the likeness of his death and resurrection. It 
signifies that his former way of life has been put to death, and 
vividly depicts a person’s release from the mastery of sin. As with 
water baptism, the Lord’s Supper is to be observed only by those 
who have become genuine followers of Christ. This ordinance 
symbolises the breaking of Christ’s body and the shedding of his 
blood on our behalf, and is to be observed repeatedly throughout 
the Christian life as a sign of continued participation in the atoning 
benefits of Christ’s death. As we partake of the Lord’s Supper 
with an attitude of faith and self-examination, we remember and 
proclaim the death of Christ, receive spiritual nourishment for our 
souls, and signify our unity with other members of Christ’s body. 

(cf Our Statement of Faith,  “The Sacraments” on page 17)
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A proper administration of the sacraments—Baptism and Holy 
Communion—is an important mark of a local church. The biblical 
significance	of	these	sacraments	are	expressed	in	Article	12	of	
our Statement of Faith. From the intended meaning of these two 
sacraments, it is clear that the gospel is intricately bound up with 
both.	It	is	the	preaching	of	the	gospel	that	gives	birth	to	Christians	
who are to be baptised, and it is the death and resurrection of the 
Lord that gives continual meaning to the Holy Communion for all 
who repent and put their trust in Christ.

Baptism
The rite of Baptism is an outward sign of the internal work of the 
Holy	Spirit	(Romans	6).	It	is	a	symbol	of	a	Christian	beginning	their	
life in Christ. Baptism, in and of itself as a rite, does not save us. 
However, as this is clearly commanded in the Great Commission by 
Jesus, true disciples obey as a mark of true saving faith. Baptism 
is a visual demonstration of the believers’ union with Christ in his 
death, burial and resurrection, and a way of public profession of 
faith.	It	is	carried	out	by	immersion	in	water,	in	the	name	of	the	
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The Holy Communion
The Holy Communion is a partaking, a fellowship around the 
bread and wine as a means to commemorate and declare the 
death of our Lord Jesus until he comes (1 Corinthians 11:26) and 
only Christians are allowed to participate in the Lord’s Supper 
(1	Corinthians	11:29).	It	is	a	symbol	of	a	Christian	continuing	their	
life in Christ.
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Topic 7: 
Church Governance & 
Leadership

The Bible is clear that godly leadership is important and critical to 
the health of a church (Titus 1:5, 1 Timothy 3:1-15). The only two 
leadership	offices	recognised	by	the	Bible	are	the	elder	and	the	
deacon.	The	qualifications	and	roles	of	both	are:

The Elder 
We believe that the terms ‘elder’ (gk: presbuteros) and ‘overseer’ 
(gk:episkopous) are used to refer to the same leadership position. 
Titus 1:5-7 clearly shows their interchangeable use and overlap. 
Despite the understanding of ‘pastor’ in modern English as a 
separate	office	from	that	of	an	elder,	pastoring	is	actually	a	duty	
of an elder. Therefore, while pastor, elder or overseer are terms 
that can be distinguished from each other, both in their functions 
or	emphasis,	biblically	speaking,	they	refer	to	the	same	office.	The	
elder is both pastor and overseer. 

Titus 1:5-9 and 1 Timothy 3:1-7 are classic Bible passages where 
Paul	details	the	expected	qualifications	of	an	elder.	The	most	
obvious observation one can make from these passages is that 
there is nothing expected of an elder that is not expected of any 
Christian,	except	for	the	qualification	of	being	able	to	teach.	We	
thus conclude that the elder is tasked with the heavy responsibility 
of being both the exemplary model of Christian faith in the 
local	church	and	at	the	same	time,	a	teacher	of	God’s	Word.	In	
particular, the elder is charged with the responsibility to safeguard 
sound doctrine (Titus 1:9). At the same time, we believe that it is 
clear from these passages that the role of an elder can only be 
fulfilled	by	men.
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The duties that the elder is expected to perform are many. 
Amongst others, he is expected to rule, care for and manage the 
church (1 Timothy 5:17, 1 Timothy 3:5); to commit himself to the 
ministry of God’s Word (Acts 6:4, 1 Timothy 5:17); to shepherd 
the people in the church (1 Peter 5:2) and to give an account 
to God for the spiritual state of the church (Hebrews 13:17). 
In	particular,	elders	are	given	the	authority	to	exercise	church	
discipline, even to admit or withdraw particular individuals from 
church membership based on biblical and pastoral reasons.

The Deacon 
Deacons	are	first	mentioned	in	the	Bible	in	Acts	6:1-7.	Seven	
men were appointed to handle the task of serving tables and 
distributing relief fairly to all the widows of the church so that the 
apostles could pray and minister the word. The word ‘deacon’ is 
(gk ‘diakonos’)	means	‘servant’	or	‘helper’	and	best	defines	the	
duties of a deacon.

1	Timothy	3:8-13	 details	 the	qualifications	expected	of	a	deacon.	
Again,	most	of	the	qualifications	are	as	expected	of	all	Christians,	
however while it is not written that the deacon is supposed to be 
apt in teaching, the deacon is expected to have a clear grasp of 
the gospel. (1 Timothy 3:9). At RHC, we believe that the role of a 
deacon	can	be	fulfilled	both	by	men	and	women.

From Acts 6:1-7 we can also conclude that the purpose of the 
office	of	a	deacon	is	to	free	up	those	whose	primary	duty	is	
prayer	and	the	ministry	of	the	Word.	In	other	words,	deacons	
assist elders in time-consuming practical matters so that elders 
can	spend	more	time	in	prayer	and	the	ministry	of	the	Word.	It	
can also be said that deacons, by their appointment, must help to 
unite the church. They help to pull together the fraying ends of a 
community that is larger than the elders can practically manage. 
Deacons also enhance the evangelistic mission of the church by 
their work. Acts 6:7 indicates that the appointment of the seven 
enabled the ministry of the gospel to continue with great effect.
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Topic 8: 
God’s Purpose for Us in 
the City

RHC exists in the city of Singapore to proclaim the gospel for 
God’s purpose and glory. We desire the gospel to renew the 
city through the multiplication of true disciples of Christ and the 
transformation of hearts.

RHC Value: City Renewal
We want to see the gospel change every aspect of the city in 
which we live. This involves discipling our people to live out the 
implications of the gospel in every sphere of life. This includes 
doing social justice, integrating our faith and work, working with 
other churches and organisations to see the proliferation of the 
gospel in our city, and seeing the city renewed culturally, socially 
and spiritually for the glory of God. 

Why are cities important?
A city is a place of human density, diversity and proximity, bringing 
together people, and therefore residences, workplaces and 
cultural institutions (education, economic system, government, 
family and religion). Tim Keller says,

In	cities	you	have	more	image	of	God	per	square	inch	than	anywhere	
else in the world.

Cities are not just a sociological phenomenon, but God’s invention. 
They matter to God because people matter to God—in cities, 
there are lots and lots of people.
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‘Progress’ was God’s idea 
In	fact,	the	Bible	begins	with	creation	in	the	book	of	Genesis	in	a	
garden but ends with a new creation in the book of Revelation in 
a city (compare Genesis 1:27-28, 2:7-9 and Revelation 21:1-3,22:1-
2).	In	Genesis	1:27-28,	God	created	man	in	his	image	to	represent	
him by subduing and having dominion over creation—the sense of 
‘subdue’ and ‘dominion’ here is not to exploit but to ‘steward’, to 
‘care	for’.	The	first	venue	that	God	gave	to	man	is	the	garden,	but,	
at the end of time, the venue is a city (Revelation 21:1-2). Why? 
Bob Thune explains, 

Cities	reflect	human	culture	in	its	most	developed	and	complex	forms.	
God’s purpose for humanity started in a garden, but it culminates in a 
great cultural centre…God expected Adam and Eve to split the atom. 
He didn’t just intend for them to have babies and plant trees. They were 
meant to exercise dominion over all of creation, turning the entire earth 
into a showcase of the glory and beauty and majesty of God—and then 
working it and caring for it for all eternity’.

Something happened to inhibit, spoil and pollute this progress—
the Fall. Humanity rebelled against God and incurred a curse. 
Progress does still happen, but it is polluted with sin. So God 
puts in place a plan of Redemption—a plan to restore and renew 
Creation.	In	order	for	us	to	understand	the	importance	of	cities	
and our role in City Renewal, we need to look at the story line of 
the Bible (Biblical Theology) and see what the Bible has to say 
about cities:
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The gospel impacts every sphere of life, including our social life, cultural 
life	and	spiritual	life.	It	can	impact	an	entire	city.	And	so,	City	Renewal	
means that we seek to reach and renew the city by preaching the gospel 
and working out its implications in every sphere of the city, for the city’s 
good and for God’s glory.

What needs to take place for City Renewal to 
happen?
In	order	for	City	Renewal	to	happen,	we	need	Integrative	
Ministry, a City Vision and a Gospel Movement:

Integrative Ministry is a holistic approach to gospel ministry 
which has four parts to it:

Connecting people to God through 
evangelism and church planting

Connecting people to each other 
through community and discipleship

Connecting people to the city 
through justice and mercy

Connecting people to the culture 
through integrating faith and work

CREATION FALL REDEMPTION
The city was God’s idea, 
and was designed to be:

But sin has broken the city 
so cities have become:

And so, we are called to 
renew the city by:

SOCIAL
A place of refuge, safety 

and justice 
(Numbers 35:6-34)

A place to escape  
from God and his law 

(Genesis 11:4)

Bringing God’s love, 
peace and justice to bear 

on a broken world 
(Matthew 5:13-16; 

Galatians 2:10; James 
1:27)

CULTURAL
A place of cultural 

development 
(Genesis 1:28; Hebrews 
11:10; Revelation 18; 

Revelation 21) 

A place of pride, arrogance, 
excess, overwork and 

exhaustion 
(Exodus 1:11-14)

Creating and cultivating 
culture 

(Jeremiah 29:7)

SPIRITUAL
A place to meet God 
(Genesis 2:8, 15; 3:8; 

Psalm 48:2; Galatians 4:26; 
Revelation 21:1-4)

A place of cults and false 
belief 

(Revelation 17:5; 18:2-3)

Holding out Christ as the 
ultimate satisfaction 

(Acts 13:38, 48; 14:21; 
17:23-24) 
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City Vision and a Gospel Movement. This means that we have 
a vision of what the gospel can do beyond our individual lives 
and our local church, for the entire city, and we seek to work 
with other like-minded Christians, churches and organisations 
in a Gospel Movement to change the city. There are three 
components to this:

Individual Christians. As individual Christians, we need to each 
experience personal renewal in the gospel by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. We need to know the gospel accurately and pray for 
God’s	Spirit	to	ignite	a	fire	in	our	hearts	for	the	gospel	in	the	here	
and now.

Local church.	As	a	church,	we	need	a	dynamic	culture-affirming	
and yet counter-cultural community, a ‘City on a Hill’, an 
alternative	community	that	reflects	lives	lived	in	line	with	the	
gospel.	This	is	a	testimony,	a	tangible	reflection	of	what	the	
gospel can do.

City church. We have a love and vision, not just for our church, 
but for the entire city. We seek to live in the city and commit 
to its overall good—we seek the welfare of the city (Jeremiah 
29:5-7). We will seek to work with like-minded churches and 
organisations	with	a	similar	City	Vision	and	gospel	DNA	to	create	
a gospel Movement that will reach and renew the city.

What part do I play in City Renewal?
Each of us has a part to play in renewing the city that we live in. 
Here are a few things that need to be in place for us to see city 
renewal happen:

We need to really live in the city and love it. The city matters to God. 
(Jeremiah 29:5-7)

We need to get really plugged into the local church. God has 
chosen the local church as the vehicle to display his glory to the 
nations	(Ephesians 3:10).	Become	a	Member	of	the	Church	and	
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not just a ‘regular attender’ so that you can make explicit your 
commitment to the work of God in this city, through the local 
church. Join a Community Group and serve one another and the 
city through some kind of volunteer work as part of the cycle of 
your Community Group life together. Seek out other like-minded 
believers in our profession (and station in life) and start talking 
and thinking about what it means to work out the implications of 
the gospel in that vocation. 

We need to commit to bringing every sphere of life under the reign 
of Jesus, and in step with the truth of the gospel (Galatians 2:14; 
Colossians 3:17). Jesus claims every part of all that we are.

We need the gospel to be alive in our hearts. The gospel is the fuel, 
the	fire	that	will	motivate	and	propel	us	to	do	good	in	this	city.	
We need to keep ourselves plugged into the gospel through our 
own spiritual disciplines, and through active participation in the 
Church.

We need to pray for God to pour out His Spirit. Apart from a 
supernatural work of God, all of our planning and all of our 
activism will not have a lasting impact. City Renewal is God’s 
work, and we need to seek his power from on high, to empower 
his people, and to convert and change hearts, for his glory.
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The Membership Process

Baptism

Attend Membership Class

Membership chat with a 
Congregation Elder

*If the Membership Class or 
meeting with an elder raises the 

need for clarification, we may 
recommend additional meetings 
or classes that would be helpful 

to you in the membership 
process.

Welcome to
Membership

Email:
membership@rhc.org.sg 

to indicate your interest to chat 
with an elder about proceeding 

with membership.


