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Themes: 
God is a compassionate heavenly Father. 
The most important command is to love God most of all. 
The second most important command is to love your neighbor as yourself. 

 
Scripture: 

2 Corinthians 3:3; Mark 12:29-31; Luke 10:30-36; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 
Memory Verse: Mark 12:31b 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  
 
Take it to heart: Review Mark 12:28-31. Can you choose to do the second commandment 
but not the first? Why not? Can you choose to do the first commandment but not the second? 
Read 1 John 4:14-21. Who is the “source” of love for our neighbors? What will be the “result” of 
true love for God? Do you love God most of all? How is this shown in your life? Are you 
growing to be a more loving person? Do you recognize when you are being unloving? Do you 
see it as sin? Do you confess it to Jesus and ask Him to forgive you and help you to become 
more loving? 
 
Read Romans 13:8-10. What commandments are mentioned in this verse? How are they 
summed up? Why is loving your neighbor so important? Why did Jesus add the words “as 
yourself” to this command? What do those words help us to understand? What kinds of people 
is it hard for you to love as yourself? Why? Does Jesus put any qualifications on the command 
to love your neighbor as yourself? For example, has Jesus said to love your neighbor only if he 
is nice to you?  
 
Do you have a “neighbor”—someone who needs to be loved in a special way this week? Can 
you think of specific things that you could do this week to love this person? For example, 
maybe an older woman from church is sick. How do you like to be treated when you are sick? 
Do you want these same things for her? How can you love her this week?  
 
Pray about it: Turn 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 into a prayer. Ask God to make your heart more and 
more loving towards God and others. Confess sinful feelings toward others. Cry out to Jesus to 
help you to see people as He does—through eyes of love.  
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