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Themes: 
We were created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 
God’s commands are holy, righteous, and good and show us what He expects in order to 
gain eternal life. 
The commandments show us our failure to be perfectly righteous and holy. 
All of us have sinned and fail to measure up to God’s commands. 
It is impossible for us to earn eternal life through our own obedience. 

 
Scripture: 

Ephesians 4:24b; 1 Peter 1:15; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Matthew 19:16-22; Romans 7:12; 
Leviticus 18:5a; Romans 3:23 

 
Memory Verses: Romans 7:12 and Romans 3:20 

So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.  
 
For by works of the law no human being will be justified in His sight, since through the 
law comes knowledge of sin.  

 
Take it to heart: With your parents, review the story of the rich young man from Matthew 
19:16-22. If you met this young man, would he appear to be a well-behaved, obedient, and 
nice person? According to Jesus, would this help him to earn eternal life? Why not? What 
didn’t the young man see about himself, his heart, and God’s holy and righteous commands? 
What do God’s commands show you about your own heart? For example, the first command 
calls us to love and treasure God most of all. Do you always do that? Would you be like the 
young man and say, “Yes, I do that”? But is there anything in your life that shows that your life 
sometimes treasures other things more? For example, how much time do you spend playing 
computer games compared to how much time you spend reading the Bible or praying? Or, do 
you always honor your parents? Read Romans 3:23. What does this verse tell you about 
yourself? 
 
Read Romans 3:20. If you look very carefully at God’s law, what will it show you? Are you 
trying to be righteous by trying to be really good? Will it work? Why not? How does this make 
you feel?  
 
Read Romans 6:23a. What is the consequence of your sin? Do you take this verse seriously or 
don’t you care about your own sin? If you pretend that it doesn’t matter, will that change the 
truth? Why not? Should you care about sin and death and hell? Do you want to enjoy eternal 
life with God? Can you earn eternal life? What answer did Jesus have for the rich young man? 
Did he accept it? Will you accept it? 
 
Pray about it: Ask God to show you your sinful heart. Confess your sins to Him. Ask Him to 
help you. Are you ready to stop trying to earn eternal life and look to Jesus? 
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Lesson 2: 
ALL HAVE SINNED 

TO be like jesus 


