
 

Study Guide - 18 November , 2018  
Text: Romans 1:16-17 

 

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage that was preached the 
preceding Sunday with a focus on applying God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. As such we 
encourage you to budget sufficient time for application questions. A recommendation would be to spend at least 
half your time pondering and discussing questions that are application focused.  

 
 

 

Overview of Romans 

Background and Context 
Paul wrote this epistle to the church in Rome, sometime between the end of A.D. 55 to early A.D. 57. 
As Paul laboured many years for the gospel in the eastern mediterranean, he believed it was time for 
him to move on to Spain and hence he was planning to visit the church in Rome as he passed by. SInce 
he had never met the church before, it was important for Paul to establish his apostolic authority and lay 
out the doctrines of the faith he holds to. Thus Paul wrote a comprehensive Epistle to the Roman church 
that covers major themes and doctrines, like the gospel, sin, law, judgement, faith, works, grace, 
justification, sanctification and election. 

Christ in Romans 
Doctrines such as the holiness and wrath of God, the depravity of fallen sinners, the person and work of 
Jesus Christ and justification by faith alone are given much attention in the epistle. However, Paul does 
not contend to end his epistle just with doctrinal teaching, but practical instruction on how the church 
and her people ought to frame their lives in a way that exemplifies the gospel, such as loving each other, 
abandoning sinful passion, adopting a godly pattern of living and ultimately living all of life as an act of 
spiritual worship to God. 

Big Idea of the Text 
Although the gospel was regarded as weakness by the Jews and foolishness by the Greeks, Paul was not 
ashamed of it. As it is not just mere words of a message but truly the only way in which God saves and 
justifies sinners from all languages and cultures. As through faith a sinner is declared righteous before 
God, verse 17 is in short the thematic verse of the doctrine of justification by faith which Paul will 
expound on comprehensively in the forthcoming chapters.   
 
 
 
Context: 
Read Romans 1:1-15 
 
Greeting 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he 
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promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was 
descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through 
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his 
name among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 
7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Longing to Go to Rome 
8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the 
world. 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without 
ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last 
succeed in coming to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to 
strengthen you— 12 that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and 
mine. 13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus 
far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of 
the Gentiles. 14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the 
foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 
 
Q1. What was Paul’s mission? 
 
Q2. What is Paul’s relationship with the gospel?  
	  
Q3. What is the gospel Paul proclaimed, according to this passage? (V1-7) 
Q4. Who is Paul eager to preach the gospel to? 
 
 
Read Romans 1:16-17 

The Righteous Shall Live by Faith 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 

to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for 

faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

 

Q1. Why did Paul emphasize that he was not ashamed of the gospel? 

 

Q2. How are we sometimes ashamed of the gospel? 

	  

Q3. What does v16 say about the scope of salvation? How do we sometimes “limit” the scope of 

salvation? 
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Q4. The Bible uses the word “righteousness” in various ways. What are some ways the word is used? 

How is it used in this context? 

 

Q5. How does one become righteous in God’s eyes? (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

 

Q6. What does it mean that the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith?  

 

Q7. How does being counted righteous by faith in Jesus Christ encourage you? 

 

Q8. How does this passage encourage us to make the Gospel the center of everything we do, 

individually and as a church? 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

Moo, Douglas J. The Epistle to the Romans. The New International Commentary on the  

     New Testament. Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,  

     1996. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELPFUL RESOURCES  

 

Read the blog post and watch a short video clip that features R.C. Sproul on Martin Luther and Romans 

1:17 below.  
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