
 

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage that 
was preached the preceding Sunday with a focus on applying God’s truths to our lives 
individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to budget sufficient time for application 
questions. For those who want to explore this topic in more detail refer to the resources 
mentioned at the bottom of this guide. To play the video, please prepare a means to play it 
from Youtube at your CG (eg laptop, HDMI, or TV etc). 

The Context of the Passage in Romans 11:33-36 

Structurally speaking, the letter to the Romans could be grouped into 2 broad “segments”.  The 
first (chapters 1 to 11) relates to the overarching doctrinal principles of the gospel. The main 
themes are justification by faith, living the new life by God’s Spirit and God’s sovereignty in our 
salvation. The second, (chapters 12 to 16) relates to the practical implications of the gospel to 
life upon salvation. It was in this context that Paul ended the first segment of Romans with a 
praise of God in 11:33-36 for “his purposes and plans.”  1

Goal of the Discussion 
The goal of this discussion is be to give plain answers to one of life’s tough questions (meaning) 
so that we can grow in faith and worship God with our whole hearts and minds. Don’t worry 
exclusively about making the discussion “deep”, just take it as deep as it needs to go. CG 
leaders should be flexible to gauge the different comfort levels of people in your CG when 
talking about philosophy. Don’t assume everyone in your CG understands the questions and 
answers, but remember that answering the questions in a simple and clear way for everyone 
and applying this to our lives is your main goal. To understand that meaning and purpose in life 
comes from God. Without God, life is meaningless.  

Each discussion has three parts: 
1. Video: Watching a short video to give people an introduction to the issue at hand (20%) 
2. Bible Study: Looking at the passage to see what it says about the topic at hand (30%) 
3. Connection to Life: Connecting the issue/Bible to our lives through application (50%) 

PART 1: Video: Is Life Really Meaningless Without God ? 
This video by RZIM provides us an introduction to a basic, but infinitely important question: what 
is the meaning of life? Dr. Andy Bannister provides us with an answer and shows us how life 
must have meaning, and how it points ultimately to God. An introduction to the idea of purpose. 

 Douglas J Moo, The Epistles to the Romans: The New International Commentary on the New 1

Testament, ed. Ned B. Stonehouse et al., (Grand Rapids, MI/Cambridge, U.K.: William Eerdmans 
Publishing Company 1996), 740. 

Sermon Study Guide for 19 August 2018 
Meaning: What difference does Christianity make? 
Text: Romans 11:36 



Link to video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=iQkQl22rN4o&index=3&list=PLV0uQxUhHAFEweLIY5o9dul7lHO6x-5xs  2

PART 3: Connection to Life 

Q1. Why do people seek meaning in life? What are some ways people find to create meaning 
(or purpose) in their life?  

Q2. What is the weakness of defining our own meaning/purpose for our lives?   

Q3. Why is meaning more satisfying when it comes from outside of us?  

Part 2: Bible Study: Romans 11:36 ESV 

- Let’s read: Romans 11:36 

36 “For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.” 

Q4. Look at the immediate context. Who is Paul talking about in this passage? (V33, 34)  

Q5a. What is Romans 1-11 about?  

Q5b.  Summarize Romans 11:33-35 in your own words, and write the summary in the centre 
of your piece of paper). 

Q5c. Above your summary, write a short 1-sentence summary of the gospel (which is a 
summary of Rom. 1-11).  

Q5d. Then, at the bottom of the two summaries, write, “Because all things are from God, and 
through God, and to God. To him be the glory forever!” 

Q5e. How does verse 36’s position in the book of Romans inform the meaning of this verse?  

Q6. How does knowing that we are “from God” (created by God) give our lives meaning? 

Q7. How does knowing that every good work we do is done “through God” give our lives 
meaning? 

Q8. How does knowing that we exist “for God” give our lives meaning? 

 Andy Bannister, “30.Is Life Really Meaningless without God?”, https://www.youtube.com/watch?2

v=iQkQl22rN4o&index=3&list=PLV0uQxUhHAFEweLIY5o9dul7lHO6x-5xs published on YouTube by Ravi 
Zacharias International Ministries, Canada on 30 July 2015 (accessed August 13, 2018).  
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Q9. How does this give meaning to all of your pursuits in life (work, passions, family, relationship 
etc)? 

Q10. How has the gospel changed what you live for?  

Q11. How can we help each other find satisfying meaning and purpose in God alone? 

Q12. What would you say to someone who tells you:  

Q12a. “There is no meaning in life” 

Q12b. “My meaning in life is what I define it to be. Please respect my views and refrain from 
making comments about it.” 

Pray for God’s truth to teach us how to make sense of the meaning and purpose of our lives - as 
individuals, as a body of Christ and as a believer to the world beyond. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS & HELPFUL RESOURCES  

● Christian Education Class: Hope and Joy in Suffering  
Date: 5, 12, 19 & 26 August  
Time: 11.30am to 1.00pm  
Venue: Level 3, studio 3  

UPCOMING TALKS/WORKSHOPS 

● “Answers in a Post-Truth World” open forum and Q&A led by Max Jeganathan and 
Jacob Martin. Lunch to follow. 1 Sept (Sat), 10am-12pm, Oriental Plaza Auditorium, 
Level 3. 

● “Discovering Christianity” (6 sessions) led by Seow Aik Keong.14, 21, 28 Sept and 5, 12, 
19 Oct at his home in Holland Village, 8pm-9:30pm.  
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