
Study Guide - 4 November, 2018
Text: Matthew 14:13-21  

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus 

on applying God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to spend 

at least half your time pondering and discussing questions that are application focused. While the 

guide has been bulked up, we still need to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the 

guide on our own, and thinking about how our group might answer questions. 

  

Overview of Matthew 

Background, Context and Structure 
Church tradition has held that the gospel of Matthew was written by one of Jesus’ 12 
Apostles, the Apostle Matthew, also known as Levi, the tax collector (9:9, 10:3). Matthew’s 
gospel was arranged and written in a “Jewish” way, in which the theme of Jesus being the 
fulfillment of God’s covenantal promises to Abraham, King David and Moses and all of the 
OT is repetitively emphasised, especially in the opening and closing of Matthew’s gospel.  

Christ in Matthew 
Jesus’ identity is addressed repeatedly throughout the whole book. Jesus is God, where 
early in the book (1:23) Matthew cites Isaiah’s prophecy that the virgin’s son will be called 
“God with us”. Matthew also highlights of Jesus’ miracles and authority over the elements. 
Jesus is also truly man, as the book reveals that He was hungry and He also slept just like a 
normal human. Jesus is the fulfilment of God’s covenantal promise to David and Abraham. 
He is the promised Messiah King in the line of David and the blessing to every nations as 
Abraham’s descendant.  

Big Idea of the Text 
The feeding of the 5000 men shows that Jesus is God as He is able to do the impossible, 
and it connects Jesus to the greater prophet that Moses prophesied about. Whilst Moses 
had to ask God for manna from heaven to feed Israel, Jesus was able to multiply bread and 
feed 5000. In John’s gospel narrative of this miracle, Jesus goes on to teach that He is the 
bread of life and the true manna from heaven. 

Goal of this Study 
To understand that God has provided abundantly for us in Jesus Christ. 



Where is it hardest for you to trust that God will provide? How does this affect the way you 
live?  

Read Matthew 14:13-21 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by 
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he 
went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15 
Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and 
the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” 16 But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 
17 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring 
them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the 
five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the 
loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And 
they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left 
over. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

Q1. Why did Jesus withdraw from the crowds and go to a desolate place? (Matt 14:1-12) 

Q2. Why do you think the crowd pursued Jesus?  

Q3. What characteristic of Jesus is highlighted in v14? How is this comforting?  

Q4. Why do you think Matthew stresses they were in a desolate place? What Old Testament 
event does this remind you of? 

Q5. What does this event show us about who Jesus is? (John 6:32-35) 

Q6a. Read Romans 8:31-32. How does God’s gracious provision of Jesus encourage you to 
trust God for everything we need in life? 

Q6b. Share how Jesus has provided for your needs?  
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