
 

Study Guide - 14 July, 2019 
Series: Luke 
Text: Luke 9:37-50   

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on 
applying God’s truth to our lives as individuals and as a group. Therefore, spend at least half your time 
discussing questions that are application focused. While the guide has been bulked up, you still need to 
prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the guide on your own, and thinking about how 
your group might answer questions and follow-up questions. 

 

Introduction 
Following Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Christ, Jesus’ own account of his death and resurrection, the 

spectacular affirmation through Jesus’ transfiguration and divine confirmation, Jesus continues his 

journey to the cross in Jerusalem. In this text, the disciples continued to display faithlessness and the 

misunderstanding of Jesus’ mission. It is through Jesus rebuking and correcting the disciples and those 

that desire to follow him, that Jesus continues to expound on what he has come to do:  

1) Dying on the cross for sinners; 

2) Redefining greatness, judgement and mercy, and; 

3) Defining what it takes to follow him. 

Structure of passage 

9:37-45 Faithlessness and misunderstanding Jesus 

- The disciples failed to ask God for help, denoting persistent faithlessness in 

Jesus 

- Misunderstanding Jesus and His crucifixion 

9:46-50 The cross redefines greatness 

- Greatness as defined by Christ: humility 

- Jesus demonstrated true greatness by dying on the cross for sinners: the 

greatest act of humility 

- Jesus rebukes the disciples’ sense of superiority and exclusivity  

Getting to Christ 
Jesus displayed the ultimate act of greatness: humbling himself to die at the cross for sinners, the cross 

shows us how we live, follow Jesus, and view others in light of this reality. 

 

Big Idea 
Jesus redefines greatness. Jesus demonstrated the greatest act of humility by going to the cross for us. 

Now, in light of this reality, the cross changes everything about how we live and what we live for. 

 



 

 

What Your CG Must Take Away From This Study 

1) For your group to consider whether they really understand Jesus and the Christian faith, and to 

recognise how the cross changes whom and what we live for.  

2) For your CG to stop pursuing greatness as the world defines it, and to pursue Christ, allowing the 

cross to redefine how we behold true greatness.  

 

What is greatness? How would you define greatness? 

 

Read Luke 9:37-50 

37 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. 38 And behold, 

a man from the crowd cried out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. 39 And 

behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out. It convulses him so that he foams at the mouth, and 

shatters him, and will hardly leave him. 40 And I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” 
41 Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you and bear with you? 

Bring your son here.” 42 While he was coming, the demon threw him to the ground and convulsed him. 

But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43 And all were 

astonished at the majesty of God. But while they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus 

said to his disciples, 44 “Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is about to be delivered into 

the hands of men.” 45 But they did not understand this saying, and it was concealed from them, so that 

they might not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him about this saying. 

 
46 An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest. 47 But Jesus, knowing the 

reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put him by his side 48 and said to them, “Whoever receives this 

child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. For he who is least 

among you all is the one who is great.” 49 John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons 

in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us.” 50 But Jesus said to him, “Do 

not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.” 

 

Q1a. Why could the disciples not cast out the demon from the boy?  

 

Q1b. At this point, what is missing in the disciples' faith in Jesus? (v44) 

 

Q2a. Why did the disciples not understand, when Jesus talked about his death? (v44-45) 

 

Q2b. Why do you think the disciples were afraid to ask Jesus what he meant when he talked about his 

death? 

 

Q3. Why is it necessary to understand Jesus’ death to have genuine faith in him? 

Q4. How did the disciples think about greatness? 
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Q5. Why did the disciples try to stop the man from casting out demons in Jesus’ name? 

 

Q6. How do you pursue greatness in your own life? 

 

Q7a. How is Jesus’ definition of greatness different from the world’s definition?  

 

Q7b. How does Jesus' cross show us what true greatness is? 

 

Q7c. What are some ways we can demonstrate the greatness of Jesus’ cross in our lives? 

 

Apply Practically 

In what ways are you being challenged to serve Jesus, despite their seeming “insignificance” in the 

world’s eyes?  
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